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6.  Landscape and Visual  

6.1 Abstract 

Purpose of this Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment (LVIA) 

6.1.1 Sandy Knowe Wind Farm Limited are applying for consent to increase the overall generation 

capacity of the consented Sandy Knowe Wind Farm. The capacity of the Proposed 

Development is in excess of 50 MW, and therefore consent is required from the Scottish 

Government’s Energy Consents Unit (ECU). The Consented Development was granted 

planning permission in November 2016 for 24 turbines with a maximum height of 125 m to 

blade tip. The proposed capacity increase does not require the change in the overall height 

of turbines or the location of any onsite infrastructure; all development components and 

access tracks remain the same. 

6.1.2 In carrying out LVIAs, guidelines suggest that all consented developments within the study 

area should be included within the baseline for the assessment. However, at the direction 

of the ECU, a greenfield site has been assessed for the Proposed Development and the 

existing Consented Development has been discounted. This is despite Schedule 2 Regulation 

(3) of the EIA Regulations stating that for projects already consented, to determine whether 

EIA is required for a further application regard has to be had to: 

6.1.3 “any change to or extension (including a change in the manner or period of operation) of 

development of a description listed in schedule 1 or in paragraphs (1) or (2) of this schedule 

where that development is already authorised, executed, or in the process of being executed, 

and the change or extension may have significant adverse effects on the environment.” 

In landscape and visual terms the Proposed Development and the Consented Development 

are identical and accordingly the Proposed Development would have no additional adverse 

effects upon the landscape and visual resource when compared to the Consented 

Development. On this basis, []conclusions are also presented on the ‘do nothing scenario’ 

(i.e. the likely evolution of the baseline environment should the Proposed Development not 

be consented). 

6.1.4 Albeit, in accordance with the Scoping Opinion, this LVIA has assessed a greenfield site.  In 

doing so, there are some minor differences in the findings of each LVIA, which are explained 

below. For clarification, the LVIA for the Proposed Development is referred to as ‘2018 LVIA’; 

the LVIA for the Consented Development is referred to as ‘2015 LVIA’.  

Scope of the 2018 LVIA 

6.1.5 There have been a number of changes to the scope of LVIA 2018 which are as a result of the 

DGC Scoping Opinion (dated 1st June 2017) and a difference in assessment methodology 

from the 2015 LVIA. Where a scoping opinion has been issued, the EIA report is required to 

be based on the opinion or direction stated in the Scoping Opinion (Planning Circular 1 2017: 

EIA regulations 2017).   

6.1.6 The LVIA scope requested by DGC has led to additional receptors being assessed in the 2018 

LVIA compared to the 2015 LVIA. This included a focus on receptors found to the north and 
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east of the Proposed Development area and all within a short distance and having a similar 

field of view of the Proposed Development. 

6.1.7 A total of 14 viewpoints were requested by DGC for assessment (8 of which are different 

from the 2015 LVIA). Collectively they are not considered representative and do not follow 

SNH guidance on viewpoint selection, which suggests that viewpoints should ensure a well-

rounded representation of views to a proposed development. DGC’s selection has resulted 

in a disproportionately high number of viewpoints within close proximity to each other and 

from very similar directions and distances, where most are located within 8 km to the north 

and east. Only one viewpoint represents views from the western sector. Only 3 different 

landscape units are presented however, there are 14 landscape units within a 15km radius. 

To provide a greater variety of distance, direction and receptors,  an additional 2 viewpoints 

which represented views from the west and south-west have been included in this 

assessment. These viewpoints are also representative of a further two landscape character 

units. 

6.1.8 The spread of viewpoints requested by DGC has provided little  consideration of views from 

the wider study area, where the overall influence of the Proposed Development on views 

could be fully assessed, even with the 2 viewpoints added to represent views from the west 

and south-west. In combination with the additional receptors requested to be assessed 

within the north and east quadrants and within a 10km distance, it is strongly contended 

that the results of this LVIA are heavily skewed resulting in the 2018 LVIA identifying a higher 

number of significant effects compared to the 2015 LVIA. In comparison, the 2015 LVIA 

assessed impacts across a wider area, looking at receptors within the full 35 km study area 

and therefore providing a more balanced assessment of overall effects. 

Methodology 

6.1.9 The 2018 LVIA methodology has been guided by the third edition of Guidelines for Landscape 

and Visual Impact (GLVIA), produced by the Landscape Institute and the Institute of 

Environmental Management and Assessment, and the DGC Wind Farm Landscape Capacity 

Study (DGCWLCS), which formed a technical appendix and was adopted by the Council as 

Supplementary Guidance on 22nd June 2017. The 2015 LVIA utilised a combination of 

guidance contained in both the second and third edition of GLVIA and did not take full 

cognisance of the DGCWLCS. This has led to changes to higher sensitivity ratings of 

recreational receptors and landscape character units..  

Implications 

6.1.10 To provide a further independent assessment of Landscape and Visual Impacts, 2015 LVIA 

and 2018 LVIA have been prepared by two different chartered Landscape Architects, each 

using different methodologies to assess the effects of a proposed development. The 2015 

and 2018 LVIA’s were scoped under two different regulations. Therefore, it is not 

unexpected that the outcomes of the assessments are different. The higher sensitivities used 

in the 2018 LVIA for recreational receptors and landscape character units have subsequently 

yielded a different number of significant effects than was reported in the 2015 LVIA. There 

have also been reductions in the levels of effects in the 2018 LVIA for some receptors due to 

changes to the baseline environment. In addition, the methodology to identifying significant 

effects was different on some transport receptors; the 2018 LVIA identified locally significant 

effects, where the previous assessment had assessed effects ‘in the round’. 
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Baseline Conditions 

6.1.11 The Proposed Site is not perceived as a nationally valued landscape nor is the site area 

covered by any landscape designation. However, the baseline environment surrounding the 

Proposed Development has changed  with additional wind farms being consented since the 

consent of the Consented Development. Whilst these consented schemes increase the 

amount of wind farms present on the fringes of this part of the Nithsdale area and the 

Southern Uplands, the baseline has not changed to such a degree that the findings of this 

assessment are materially different..  

Implications 

6.1.12 Since the approval of the Consented Development in 2015 LVIAs undertaken for all approved 

wind farm planning applications within the Nithsdale area post 2015, such as  Harehill 

Extension, Sanquhar Six, Twentyshilling Hill and Glenmuckloch, have taken account of the 

Consented Development in their cumulative baseline.  Given that these subsequent schemes 

have been permitted (some of which are now operational), it follows that, by implication, 

there has already been an acceptance that the landscape within this part of the Nithsdale 

area had the capacity to absorb further wind farm development, over and above having the 

capacity to accommodate the Consented Development.  

6.1.13 Therefore, it is factually correct  and logical that the Proposed Development cannot exceed 

the capacity threshold of wind farms because it has already been accounted for in the 

baseline assessment of subsequent approved schemes within the same part of the Nithsdale 

area. To underline this point, the Consented Development and some of the others noted 

in 6.1.12 above are included in the baseline conditions reported in the adopted Dumfries 

and Galloway Wind Farm Landscape Capacity Study (DGWLCS). 

Summary of Key Findings 

6.1.14 Notwithstanding the implications how the LVIAs have been assessed, the essence of the 

findings of both LVIAs do not substantially vary with regards to those receptors that were 

assessed in both. Both LVIAs conclude: 

 significant effects on landscape character would be contained within a geographically 

localised area. The influence of the wind farm across the wider landscape is restricted to 

within 10km, and no rare or pristine landscapes will be significantly affected; 

 there would be no significant effects on the special qualities and integrity of any 

designated landscape; 

 there would be no unacceptable or overbearing effects on residential properties, in terms 

of residential amenity; 

 significant effects on the A76 and the Southern Upland Way are localised and would not 

impact on the experience or enjoyment of using these routes; and, 

 significant effects would be experienced in localised areas of nearby settlements. 

Conclusion 

6.1.15 Both the 2015 and 2018 LVIAs conclude that significant effects are confined to locations 

within 10 km of the Proposed Development and affect a relatively low number of locally 

sensitive receptors. On this basis, effects are considered to be local in nature, and not 

untypical for similar large-scale wind farms in the vicinity.  Moreover, whilst the proposed 
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development would result in some localised significant cumulative effects, this would not 

represent the transition from a landscape with turbines to a landscape defined by wind farm 

developments.   

6.1.16 For any wind farm development, significant landscape and visual effects are expected within 

10 km due to the very nature, size and scale of this type of development. Increasing the 

number of receptors assessed, and therefore increasing the overall number of significant 

effects does not make a proposed development ‘unacceptable’. The effects identified in both 

the 2015 and 2018 LVIA are not unusual or exceptional for a wind farm development.  

6.1.17 The Proposed Development is supported by SPP, Table 1: Spatial Frameworks with all 

turbines located within Group 3: Areas with potential for wind farm development, “Beyond 

groups 1 and 2, wind farms are likely to be acceptable….” (SPP, Page 39). 

6.1.18 The Proposed Development is physically identical to the Consented Development, which is 

included in the baseline of developments reported in the adopted DGWLCS. 

6.2 Introduction 

6.2.1 This chapter, the Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment (LVIA), considers the potential 

effects that the Proposed Development will have on landscape, its characteristic features 

and on the people who view it. The purpose of the assessment is to identify and assess the 

likely significant landscape and visual effects of the Proposed Development. 

6.2.2 The assessment will identify the existing landscape and visual baseline environment of the 

site within a 35 km radius study area and assess its sensitivity to change. It will also describe 

the nature of predicted effects on the landscape caused by changes to the elements, 

qualities and character of the landscape, and predicted effects on views and visual amenity 

as experienced by people, caused by changes in the appearance of the landscape resulting 

from the Proposed Development and during construction, operational and decommissioning 

phases. Finally, the assessment will determine the likely significance of predicted effects, 

taking into account the sensitivity of the receptors concerned and the magnitude of the 

predicted changes. 

6.2.3 The assessment also considers potential cumulative effects on the landscape and on visual 

amenity as a result of the Proposed Development present in the landscape in conjunction 

with other operational, consented and proposed wind energy developments within the 

study area. 

6.2.4 This LVIA builds upon the extensive knowledge gained through the assessment of previous 

proposals for wind energy development on the Proposed Development site, namely the LVIA 

for the Section 36 Application in 2012, subsequent Section 36 Addendum in 2013 and the 

LVIA for the consented Planning Application in 2015 (hereafter referred to as the ‘Consented 

Development’). 

6.2.5 For clarity, it is important to note that all elements of the Proposed Development will remain 

exactly the same as the Consented Development. The change in turbine model specification 

directly relates to the energy generation capacity of the generator within the nacelle. The 

dimensions and locations of the turbines have not changed from the Consented 

Development. 
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6.2.6 The Proposed Development, which has been fully described in Chapter 3 (Project 

Description), consists of the following elements: 

 24 wind turbines: 125 m to blade tip height 

 a meteorologist mast 80 m tall; 

 establishment of a sub-station; 

 construction of two temporary site compounds; 

 creation of new access tracks across the site; and, 

 introduction of new areas of broadleaf woodland. 

6.2.7 Figure 1.2 illustrates the layout of the Proposed Development and these key features. 

6.2.8 The baseline is illustrated in the following figures: 

 Figure 1.2 Site Layout; 

 Figure 6.1 35km LVIA Study Area; 

 Figure 6.7 Landscape Designations; 

 Figure 6.9 Landscape Character Types; 

 Figure 6.11 Landscape Character Units (15km); and, 

 Figure 6.12 Landscape Character Units (15km) with ZTV overlay. 

6.2.9 The assessment of landscape and visual effects of the proposed development is illustrated 

by use of the following figures: 

 Figures 6.2 – 6.5 Zone of Theoretical visibility (ZTV) maps; 

 Figure 6.6 Viewpoint Locations (with ZTV underlay); 

 Figure 6.8 Landscape Designations with ZTV; 

 Figure 6.10 Landscape Character Types with ZTV; 

 Figure 6.13 Principal Settlements and Routes (with ZTV underlay); and, 

 Viewpoint photomontages and wireframes in Figures 6.14.1 to 6.29.4. 

Objectives of the LVIA 

6.2.10 The key objectives of this LVIA are listed below: 

 Establish the baseline: 

 identify and evaluate the existing landscape, including the landscape components of 

the site, the wider landscape character, the landscape resource and designated 

landscapes within the study area; and 

 identify and evaluate the visual relationship between the site and visual receptors 

within the study area including dispersed properties, settlements, transport routes 

and a number of representative viewpoints. 

As part of the establishment of the baseline, the sensitivity of each receptor will be 

assessed and attributed. 

 Identify potential effects arising from the Proposed Development: 
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 identify and assess the potential effects on the landscape resource, perception of 

the landscape resource, landscape character areas and designated landscapes; and 

 identify and assess the main sources of effects upon the visual amenity in views from 

settlements, transport routes and from a number of representative viewpoints. 

 Identify mitigation measures to negate or reduce potential significant adverse effects.  

 Determine the magnitude of the residual effects and their significance: 

 detail residual effects that cannot be mitigated; and, 

 determine the significance of residual effects on the landscape resource and upon 

visual amenity. 

6.3 Policy Context 

6.3.1 The planning and energy policy framework that is relevant to the EIA process is fully 

described in Chapter 5 (Planning Policy) of this EIA Report and is not repeated in this Chapter.  

6.3.2 Of relevance to this Chapter, the LVIA, the following policies and guidance are relevant:  

 Dumfries and Galloway Local Development Plan (2014) Policies: 

 OP1c, Development Considerations: Landscape; 

 OP2, Design Quality of New Development; 

 IN1, Renewable Energy, Part 1: Development Management Considerations; Part 2: 

Spatial Framework;  

 IN2, Wind Energy; 

 HE6, Gardens and Designed Landscapes; 

 NE2, Regional Scenic Areas; 

 NE6, Forestry and Woodland; and 

  CF4, Access Routes. 

 Dumfries and Galloway LDP Supplementary Guidance: Wind Energy Development: 

 Part 1 Wind Energy Development: Development Management Considerations 

(adopted June 2017); and 

 Dumfries and Galloway Wind Farm Landscape Capacity Study (DGWLCS), Appendix 

to SG: Wind Energy Development (June 2017). 

 Scottish Planning Policy, Paragraphs 154, 163, 169 and 194 (Scottish Government, 

2014). 

Dumfries and Galloway Wind Farm Landscape Capacity Study 

6.3.3 With specific regard to guidance on the location of wind energy developments and the scale 

of development to its surroundings, DGC have recently adopted SG: Part 1 Wind Energy 

Development (2017). The Dumfries and Galloway Wind Farm Landscape Capacity Study 

(DGWLCS) forms a technical appendix to the adopted SG. The original DGWLCS (January 

2011) was revised and adopted as an appendix to the 2017 SG. The DGWLCS specifically 

assesses the sensitivity of the landscapes within Dumfries and Galloway, and provides a 
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summary of the capacity of individual landscape character types and units to absorb varying 

scales of wind energy development and to accommodate change as well as providing advice 

on scale, siting and design of development. The revised and updated document assesses 

wind turbines within the following four bands: 

 Very large turbines (over 150 m in height to blade tip); 

 Large turbines (80 – 150 m in height to blade tip); 

 Medium turbines (50 – 80 m in height to blade tip); and 

 Small-Medium turbines (30 – 50 m in height to blade tip). 

6.3.4 The Proposed Development falls within the large typology, i.e. turbines 80 – 150 m in height 

to blade tip, and the Proposed Development site straddles two Landscape Character Types 

(LCT) (see Figure 6.9):  

 Upper Nithsdale unit (Area 1a) of the Upper Dale (Valley) LCT; and 

 Ken unit (Area 2a) of the Southern Uplands with Forest LCT.  

6.3.5 For the large typology within the Nithsdale area, (which includes the Upper Nithsdale unit of 

the Upper Dale (Valley) LCT and the Nithsdale and NW Lowthers units of the Southern 

Uplands LCT) the study concludes that ‘there is only very limited scope for additional 

development in part of this area’.  

6.3.6 The Ken unit of the Southern Uplands with Forest comprises a large area of upland plateaux 

and provides a backdrop to the Nithsdale area. The study concludes that ‘there is only limited 

scope for additional development in this area’.  

6.3.7 It is important to note that the 2015 Consented Development forms part of the baseline 

described in the DGWLCS, and therefore has been taken into account in the findings and 

outcomes of the study. The Proposed Development is not an ‘additional development’. The 

layout, size and scale of the Proposed Development has not changed from the Consented 

Development and therefore will not change the findings of the capacity study, nor will it 

introduce a new development into the landscape which hasn’t already been considered. 

Other Locational Guidance 

6.3.8 Scottish Natural Heritage has published a policy statement on locational guidance which aids 

the siting of wind farms (The Strategic Locational Guidance for Onshore Wind Farms in 

Respect of the Natural Heritage, update March 2009). Map 5 maps the Zones of Natural 

Heritage Sensitivity across Scotland. According to this Map, the Proposed Development is 

located partly within Zone 1, an area of lowest natural heritage sensitivity, where there is 

likely to be greatest scope for wind farms development; and partly within Zone 2, an area of 

medium sensitivity, with some sensitivities to wind farms.  

6.3.9 The guidance states that: 

 ‘in some parts of Zone 1….. it will be appropriate to accept changes in landscape 

character in order to meet the need for renewable energy generation’, so long as there 

is due regard to cumulative effects on the landscape as a result of multiple 

developments; and, 

 ‘Zone 2 identifies areas with some sensitivities to wind farms. However, by careful choice 

of location in these areas there is often scope to accommodate development of an 
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appropriate scale, siting and design (again having regard to cumulative effects) in a way 

which is acceptable in natural heritage terms’. 

6.3.10 Therefore, to guard against potential impacts on natural heritage, the guidance suggests that 

the Proposed Development site can accommodate some wind energy development 

depending on appropriate scale, siting and design. It should be noted that SNH are currently 

reviewing and updating this guidance to bring it in line with Scottish Planning Policy and 

various designations that have changed.  

6.4 Method and Approach 

6.4.1 The methodology along with variations specific to this assessment is described in Appendix 

6.1 – LVIA Methodology. This Appendix underpins this assessment and the scope of the 

assessment, as agreed with the statutory authorities. It should be read in conjunction with 

this Chapter 6. Consultation carried out in the preparation of this LVIA is also described in 

Appendix 6.1. 

6.5 Site Context 

The Proposed Development Site 

6.5.1 The Proposed Development site is located on north facing slopes above the broad valley of 

the upper reaches of the River Nith and set against a backdrop of undulating upland hills. 

Geographically, the Proposed Development is located approximately 2.6 km and 2.7 km 

south-west of Kelloholm and Kirkconnel and 6.8 km to the west of Sanquhar, within 

proximity to the A76 corridor. 

6.5.2 Land cover across the Proposed Development site mainly comprises large fields of semi-

improved pasture with some areas of rough pasture on upper slopes. The site is currently 

used for grazing sheep. Blocks of coniferous plantation extend across eastern parts of the 

site at Libry Moor, along the site’s southern boundary, and near to the western boundary, 

providing definition to these parts of the site. The limited amount of landscape elements 

creates a large scale, simple landscape pattern which is further heightened by the upland 

hills beyond the site to the north. 

6.5.3 Field boundaries within the site are defined by a combination of lengths of drystone walls 

and post and wire fencing. Several watercourses dissect the site including Polneul Burn 

which runs in a south-west to north-east direction across the western part of the site, 

draining to the River Nith which flows approximately 1.5 km north of the site boundary. 

Polhote Burn traverses the middle of the site on a broadly similar axis. Polbroc Burn runs 

along the south-east fringes within a small linear finger of coniferous planting and Polmeur 

Burn defines the western edge of Libry Moor. Vegetation is limited along the corridors of 

these small watercourses while vegetation across the site is restricted to a small number of 

scrubby trees and scrub vegetation around the periphery. Land cover consists predominantly 

of grass moorland, reflecting the use of the site for rough grazing. 

6.5.4 Landform across the site has a distinctly northern aspect and comprises the north facing 

slopes of White Hill, White Knowe and Sandy Knowe, associated with Polnagrie Hill and 

Mynwhirr Hill. Within the site boundary, landform ranges from a high of approximately 

440 m AOD along the southern boundary and falling to a low of approximately 240 m AOD 
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along the eastern part of the northern boundary. Slopes are generally uniform and smooth 

with localised undulations within the vicinity of the watercourse corridors. 

The Wider Study Area 

6.5.5 The study area for the LVIA is defined by a 35 km radius extending from the boundary of the 

Proposed Development site. This is in line with current SNH guidance for wind turbines up 

to 125 m in height to blade tip. 

6.5.6 The wider study area includes a diverse range of upland summits in the centre, east and 

south-west, juxtaposed with upland plateau and moorland areas to the north and lowland 

agricultural landscapes to the west and further east. Numerous broad valleys dissect and 

separate these distinct upland and lowland areas, and contribute to the complexity of the 

landform.  

6.5.7 The proposed site is located on the fringes of the Southern Uplands which dominate central 

and eastern parts of the study area. The high upland hills are characterised by smooth conical 

peaks with extensive foothills and plateau areas and slopes within the context to the site are 

clothed in large blocks of coniferous plantations.  The uneven, rugged topography of the 

Galloway Uplands extends across the south-western parts of the study area with extensive 

mature tree cover comprising the Galloway Forest Park dominating the south-western edge, 

approximately 35 km away from the Proposed Development.  

6.5.8 The landscape falls from these high upland areas to western and north-western parts of the 

study area. The hills are broad in nature, often with shallow slopes and afforested with 

coniferous plantations, and form a transitional landscape between the upland and lowland 

regions within the study area.   

6.5.9 Upland landscapes extend into the northern parts of the study area where plateau and 

moorland landscapes are located. Whilst to the south, elevation gradually begins to fall with 

a large area of foothills clothed in extensive coniferous plantations and dissected by broad 

river valleys.  

6.5.10 Due to the high upland summits covering large parts of the central, eastern and northern 

sectors of the study area settlement is mostly limited to the broad valleys, transitional 

landscapes to the south and lowland plains to the west. Given the proximity of the low lying 

Nithsdale valley to the north of the site, a number of villages and numerous dispersed 

properties are located within 5 km with larger settlements such as Kilmarnock and Ayr 

located further west and north-west towards the coast. 

Natural Heritage Features 

6.5.11 The study area contains a wealth of natural heritage features with extensive areas of 

coniferous plantations covering a large part of the upland landscape, including Galloway 

Forest to the south-west. The transitional foothills to the south and the lowland pastoral 

landscape to the west and north-west are also well-wooded in character with numerous 

small blocks of woodland, shelterbelts and some larger woodland scattered across the 

landscape. The abundance of water features usually with associated riparian woodlands add 

to the diversity of natural features found across the study area. 

6.5.12 Some of these natural features are protected nationally, regionally or locally. Just less than 

half of the study area is covered by landscape designations indicating that parts of the study 

area have a high landscape quality. There are a number of sites of national interest for 
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biodiversity including Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSIs) and Special Protection Areas 

(SPAs) across the study area as well as two Special Areas of Conservation (SAC). The Muirkirk 

and North Lowther Uplands SPA, also designated as a SSSI and partly an SAC, covers an 

extensive area of moorland within the context to the north of the Proposed Development 

site. In addition to these nationally protected sites and the extensive areas of coniferous 

plantations and forests, there are several large areas of mature policy woodland and mature 

wooded grounds across the former estates and landscapes of the 13 Gardens and Designed 

Landscapes (GDLs) located within the study area. These designations reflect that parts of the 

study area and wider context are considered to be of local and national value. The 

significance of the effects on these landscapes are discussed in Section 6.9. 

Land Use, Land Cover and Features 

6.5.13 The study area comprises a range of agricultural practices including pastoral and arable, with 

upland sheep grazing influencing vegetation cover on elevated, steeper slopes and hill tops. 

Commercial coniferous plantations dominate parts of the central and southern sectors of 

the study area. 

6.5.14 Concentrations of larger settlements such as Kilmarnock, Ayr and Dumfries occur on the 

periphery of the study area whilst smaller settlements such as Sanquhar, Cumnock, Muirkirk 

and Abington are located along key routes throughout the study area.  

Transport Routes 

6.5.15 The road network across the study area comprises several ‘A’ roads which tend to follow the 

lower sides of the broad valleys, the M74 which is located on the eastern fringes of the study 

area and a number of unclassified roads and farm tracks. The classified road network 

includes the A76 which is a main arterial route through Dumfries and Galloway to Ayrshire 

running on a broadly south-east to north-west axis, passing in close proximity to the 

Proposed Development site (see Figure 6.13). 

6.5.16 Several nationally designated recreational routes also pass through the study area including 

the Southern Upland Way and the National Cycle Route (NCR) 74. 

Man-made Features 

6.5.17 Man-made features within the study area vary significantly in terms of scale and diversity 

and include: commercial forestry plantations, roads, railways, open cast mineral and coal 

extraction workings, power lines, telecommunications masts and radar facilities. 

6.5.18 Extensive mining and forestry operations are particularly prevalent within the local context 

to the Proposed Development. 

6.5.19 There are also a number of operational and under-construction wind farms within the study 

area, with distinct groupings of developments mainly focussed within the uplands and 

plateau moorland areas of the study area. A full and detailed list including wind energy 

developments currently in the planning system or approved/operational within the study 

area is provided in Table 6.17 and illustrated in Figure 6.30. 
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6.6 Landscape Baseline Conditions 

Landscape Designations 

6.6.1 A review of the various Local Development Plans within the study area, namely: Dumfries 

and Galloway LDP (September 2014); East Ayrshire LDP (April 2017); South Ayrshire LDP 

(September 2014); South Lanarkshire LDP (June 2015); and, Scottish Borders LDP (May 2016) 

identified a number of landscape designations within the 35 km radius study area. These are 

described below and illustrated in Figure 6.7 Landscape Designations. Refer to Table 3 in 

Appendix 6.1 Methodology for criteria relating to landscape receptor sensitivity. 

Regional Scenic Areas 

6.6.2 Regional Scenic Areas (RSA) are local designations within Dumfries and Galloway Council 

administrative area, notable for their particular landscape quality. RSAs are considered to be 

of High to Medium sensitivity. Although RSAs are a local designation they relate directly to 

the special qualities of a landscape. 

6.6.3 There are parts of four RSAs within the study area (see Figure 6.8): 

 Thornhill Uplands, located approximately 7 km to the south-east and 8km to the east; 

 Galloway Hills, located approximately 12 km to the south-west; 

 Terregles Ridge, located approximately 30 km to the south-east; and, 

 Moffat Hills, located approximately 34.5 km to the east. 

6.6.4 Terregles Ridge RSA and the Moffat Hills RSA have no theoretical visibility of the Proposed 

Development and are therefore not considered further in this assessment. Figure 6.8 also 

illustrates that across the Galloway Hills RSA there is a very small area of theoretical visibility 

located near to a coniferous plantation, at a distance of approximately 13km from the 

Proposed Development. The vast majority of this large RSA has no theoretical visibility. 

Where visibility is theoretically available it is considered that, due to the distance between 

the RSA and the Proposed Development and the presence of woodland and local topography 

within the intervening landscape, actual visibility would be much reduced, if visible at all. 

Therefore, this RSA is not considered further. 

6.6.5 This filtering process has identified that the Thornhill Uplands RSA has the potential for 

significant effects to arise as a result of the Proposed Development. The Thornhill Uplands 

RSA extends across the northern part of Dumfries and Galloway and comprises a diverse 

landscape from the Southern Uplands, upland fringe and foothills to lowland valleys. The 

varied and contrasting landscape across this RSA includes open summits of the Lowther Hills, 

wooded upper Nithsdale valley and an open pastoral character of Cairn and Mid Nithsdale 

valleys. Man-made influences which contribute to its character include commercial forestry 

operations and existing wind farms within adjacent landscapes. 

Special Landscape Areas / Sensitive Landscape Areas 

6.6.6 Special Landscape Areas (in South Lanarkshire and Scottish Borders) and Sensitive Landscape 

Areas (in East Ayrshire and South Ayrshire) are local areas of landscape which have special 

and outstanding scenic qualities and character. Both designations are considered to be of 

High to Medium sensitivity to change. Although they are a local designation, they relate 

directly to the landscape quality. 
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6.6.7 There are parts of five Special Landscape Areas within the study area: 

 Leadhills and the Lowther Hills (South Lanarkshire), located approximately 18 km to the 

east; 

 Douglas Valley (South Lanarkshire), located approximately 19 km to the north-east; 

 Upper Clyde Valley and Tinto (South Lanarkshire), located approximately 25 km to the 

north-east; 

 Middle Clyde Valley (South Lanarkshire), located approximately 32 km to the north-

north-east; and, 

 Tweedsmuir Uplands (Scottish Borders), located approximately 34 km to the east-north-

east. 

6.6.8 Figure 6.8 illustrates that the majority of these designated landscapes have no theoretical 

visibility of the Proposed Development. There are some scattered and isolated small patches 

of theoretical visibility on several higher summits of the Leadhills and the Lowther Hills 

Special Landscape Area. However due to the location of these small areas at distances of 

over 18km from the Proposed Development, it is judged that significant affects will not arise 

on any of the Special Landscape Areas within the study area. Special Landscape Areas are 

therefore scoped out of further assessment.    

6.6.9 There are parts of four Sensitive Landscape Areas within the study area. It should be noted 

that Sensitive Landscape Areas in East and South Ayrshire have not been identified by name 

within the relevant LDPs. For the purposes of this LVIA and given that the designations cover 

large parts of East and South Ayrshire, names relating to their geographical location have 

been given: 

 Blackcraig (East Ayrshire), located approximately 2 km to the west; 

 East Ayrshire Upland Hills (East Ayrshire), located approximately 5 km to the north; 

 Doon Valley (East Ayrshire and South Ayrshire), located approximately 19 km to the 

west to south-west; and 

 River Ayr Valley (East Ayrshire and South Ayrshire), located approximately 22 km to the 

north-west. 

6.6.10 Figure 6.8 illustrates that there are only a few scattered patches of theoretical visibility 

across the Doon Valley Sensitive Landscape Area with the vast majority of the designated 

landscape having no theoretical visibility of the Proposed Development. There are some 

larger areas of theoretical visibility across the designated landscape of the River Ayr Valley 

Sensitive Landscape Area which is generally located within or adjacent to mature tree cover. 

Due to a combination of distance (where any theoretical visibility is located over 19 km from 

the Proposed Development) and large amounts if intervening mature tree cover, it is judged 

that significant effects will not arise upon these designated landscapes. The Doon Valley 

Sensitive Landscape Area and the River Ayr Valley Sensitive Landscape Area are therefore 

scoped out of further assessment.    

6.6.11 This filtering process has identified that the Proposed Development has the potential to 

result in significant effects on the scenic qualities and character of the Blackcraig Sensitive 

Landscape Area and the East Ayrshire Upland Hills Sensitive Landscape Areas. Effects on 
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these designated landscapes are assessed in Section 6.9. A description of the landscape 

characteristics and features of these designated landscapes are given below. 

Blackcraig Sensitive Landscape Area 

6.6.12 Blackcraig SLA extends across the eastern fringes of East Ayrshire with its eastern boundary 

contiguous with the administrative boundaries of East Ayrshire and Dumfries and Galloway. 

This SLA comprises contrasting upland landscapes including some upland forested areas, 

open upland summits, the steep wooded upland glen of Afton Water and the upland river 

valley of Nith. Man-made influences include commercial forestry operations and existing 

wind farms within adjacent landscapes. 

East Ayrshire Uplands Sensitive Landscape Area 

6.6.13 The East Ayrshire Uplands SLA extends across the River Ayr Valley and includes areas of 

plateau moorland within the fringes of East Ayrshire. This designation extends across a large 

area, covering a wide variety of landscapes, including upland moorland areas and the upland 

river valleys of Glenmuir and the River Ayr. The southern fringes of this SLA are defined by a 

large area of coniferous forest covering the fringes of the plateau moorland. Man-made 

influences found within and adjacent to the designated area include commercial forestry 

operations, existing wind farms and former large-scale mining operations. 

World Heritage Sites 

6.6.14 World Heritage Sites in Scotland are sites of outstanding cultural or natural importance 

which are listed in the UNESCO World Heritage Programme. New Lanark World Heritage Site 

is located on the north-eastern fringes of the study area (see Figure 6.7).  

6.6.15 The New Lanark World Heritage Site has no theoretical visibility and is not considered further 

in this assessment. 

Gardens and Designed Landscapes 

6.6.16 Gardens and Designed Landscapes (GDLs) are historic parks, gardens and designed 

landscapes regarded as worthy of protection through SPP (Historic Environment) and the 

development plan, and are listed on the Inventory of Gardens and Designed Landscapes in 

Scotland. A study of the GDL database has identified 13 sites within the study area, listed 

below (see Figure 6.7). Those noted in the database of Gardens and Designed Landscapes 

are considered to have a High landscape sensitivity due to the contribution they make to 

landscape quality and their national importance. 

 Drumlanrig GDL, located approximately 16 km to the south-east; 

 Scot’s Mining Company House GDL, located approximately 18 km, east-north-east;  

 Dumfries House GDL, located approximately 20 km to the north-west; 

 Craigengillan GDL, located approximately 22 km to the west-south-west; 

 Maxwelton (Glencairn Castle) GDL, located approximately 23 km, south-south-east; 

 Lanfine GDL, located approximately 28 km, north-north-west; 

 Carnell GDL, located 30 km, north-west; 

 Auchincruive GDL, located approximately 31 km, west-north-west; 

 Skeldon House GDL, located approximately 31 km, west; 
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 Blairquhan GDL, located approximately 32 km, west-south-west. 

 Loudoun Castle GDL, 32 km, north-west; 

 Dalswinton GDL located approximately 34.5 km, south-east; and, 

 The Falls of Clyde GDL, located approximately 34.5 km, north-east. 

6.6.17 Most of these GDLs have no theoretical visibility of the Proposed Development, as indicated 

by Figure 6.8. A very small patch of theoretical visibility extends across the north-west edge 

of Drumlanrig Castle GDL.  Some areas of theoretical visibility lie on the northern fringes of 

Dumfries House GDL and a few small patches of theoretical visibility are found at 

Auchincruive GDL.  All areas of theoretical visibility are located within or adjacent to mature 

tree cover and given the distance from the Proposed Development (over 16 km), it is 

considered unlikely that the GDLs would be affected by views to the Proposed Development. 

Therefore, all of the Gardens and Designed Landscapes within the study area are scoped out 

of further assessment. 

Non-Inventory Designed Landscapes 

6.6.18 The Historic Gardens Society have identified sites in addition to GDLs that have local value 

in terms of their characteristics, history and local amenity interest. The Non-Inventory 

Designed Landscapes (NIDL) are identified utilising old historic maps. As a local designation 

NIDLs are considered to have a High to Medium sensitivity to change. Although they are a 

local designation, they relate directly to the special qualities of a landscape. 

6.6.19 The ZTV has been interrogated to identify which of the NIDLs within the study area have 

theoretical visibility. The vast majority of NIDLs are located to the south-east and south of 

the Proposed Development where theoretical visibility is extremely limited.  

6.6.20 The closest site to the Proposed Development is the Eliock and Craigdarroch NIDL, located 

approximately 9 km to the east-south-east of the nearest turbine. Most of the NIDL has 

theoretical visibility. Actual visibility to the fringes of the Southern Uplands (where the 

Proposed Development is located) will be limited by extensive and mature woodland cover 

both across the NIDL and on the periphery which internalise a large degree of views from 

the NIDL. Taking this into account, it is considered that the Proposed Development will not 

significantly affect the qualities and amenity interest of Eliock and Craigdarroch NIDL and 

therefore the designated landscape is not considered further in this assessment. 

6.6.21 All other NIDLs have very little or no theoretical visibility. Where there are small and isolated 

patches of theoretical visibility, they are located within or adjacent to mature woodland 

features across the grounds of the NIDLs which will contain any potential views. No NIDLs 

are considered further in this assessment. 

Other Designations 

6.6.22 Designations relating to cultural heritage including listed buildings, scheduled ancient 

monuments, and conservation areas are addressed in Chapter 10 (Cultural Heritage). 

Wild Land  

6.6.23 SNH are currently reviewing and finalising guidance on assessing impacts on Wild Land Areas. 

Consultative draft guidance has been published, SNH consultation on draft guidance: 

Assessing Impacts on Wild Land Areas – technical guidance. The 2017 draft guidance states: 

“Wildness is a quality which people experience. Wild land areas are the most extensive areas 
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where these qualities are best expressed.” Wild Land Areas (WLAs) were identified and 

mapped by SNH in 2014. Wild Land is not a designation however it is afforded significant 

protection, as noted by Table 1: Spatial Frameworks, SPP.  Wild Land is considered to have a 

High sensitivity to change. 

6.6.24 Two WLAs identified by SNH are located on the fringes of the study area: Merrick (core area 

no. 1) located approximately 30 km to the south-west of the study area; and, Talla – Hart 

Fells (core area no.2) located just over 35 km to the east. Due to their distance from the 

Proposed Development and the levels of development within the intervening landscape, it 

is considered that the physical attributes and perceptual responses of these WLAs will not 

be impacted and therefore are not considered further in this assessment.  

The baseline landscape analysis has also considered the relative wildness qualities for the 

Landscape Character Types (LCT) within which the Proposed Development site is located. 

The Proposed Development straddles two LCTs: the southern part of the Proposed 

Development is located within Southern Uplands with Forest LCT; and, the northern part is 

located within Upper Dale (Valley). Both LCTs at this location have agricultural use with the 

whole site area and immediate context being utilised as grazing land. Parts of the Proposed 

Development site also comprise large areas of monoculture plantations and the A76 road 

corridor located approximately 1.2 km to the north contains scattered settlement and 

single/clusters of properties. Due to the nearby location of man-made components and the 

characteristics of the Proposed Development site clearly influenced by man, it is therefore 

considered that the Proposed Development site and context have no wild land qualities.   

Landscape Character 

6.6.25 Landscape character assessments of the region have been carried out by Scottish Natural 

Heritage (SNH). These studies provide a detailed assessment of the landscape character of 

the area, considering the likely pressures and opportunities for change in the landscape, 

whilst assessing the sensitivity of the landscape to change. 

6.6.26 For the purposes of this LVIA, the landscape receptors within the 35 km study area 

correspond to the Landscape Character Types (LCT) identified in the following documents: 

 Dumfries and Galloway Landscape Character Assessment (SNH Review No. 94, Land Use 

Consultants, 1998); 

 Ayrshire Landscape Character Assessment (SNH Review No. 111, Land Use Consultants, 

1998); 

 The Borders Landscape Character Assessment (SNH Review No. 112, Ash Consulting 

Group, 1998); and, 

 South Lanarkshire Landscape Character Assessment (Ironside Farrar, 2010). 

6.6.27 Since the publication of the first three assessments nearly 20 years ago, some landscapes 

have undergone significant change. More recent studies have been undertaken by local 

authorities to identify the various regions capacity for wind energy developments, there 

have been some minor alterations to some of the boundaries and classification of the various 

landscape character types identified within the original assessments. As such, the landscape 

character types boundaries and descriptions contained within the following documents have 

been adopted in this LVIA so that the baseline reflects a current and up-to-date scenario.  
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 Dumfries and Galloway Wind Farm LandscapeWind Farm Landscape Capacity Study 

(2017), provides an update of the Dumfries and Galloway Landscape Character 

Assessment (SNH Review No. 94, 1998); 

 East Ayrshire Landscape Wind Energy Capacity Study (2013), provides an update of the 

Ayrshire Landscape Character Assessment (SNH Review No. 111, 1998); 

 South Ayrshire Landscape Wind Capacity Study (2013), provides an update of the 

Ayrshire Landscape Character Assessment (SNH Review No. 111, 1998); and 

 Scottish Borders Wind Energy Capacity Study (2016), provides an update of the Borders 

Landscape Character Assessment (SNH Review No. 112, 1998). 

6.6.28 For clarity, South Lanarkshire Landscape Character Assessment 2010 provides an update of 

the Glasgow and Clyde Valley Landscape Character Assessment (SNH Review No. 116, 1999). 

6.6.29 In some instances, landscape character types are represented several times across the study 

area in different geographical locations or cover a relatively large area with some slightly 

different characteristics or features. As such, the assessments further divide LCTs into 

landscape areas/units where this occurs. 

6.6.30 Table 6.1 shows the landscape character types and areas/units found within the study area 

which are also illustrated in Figures 6.9 – 6.12. 

Table 6.1 - Landscape Character Types within the 35 km radius study area 

Landscape Character Type Landscape Character Area / Unit Local Council Area 

Within 5 km of the Proposed Development 

Upper Dale (Valley) Upper Nithsdale Dumfries and Galloway 

Southern Uplands with Forest Ken Dumfries and Galloway 

Southern Uplands Nithsdale Dumfries and Galloway 

Southern Uplands N/A East Ayrshire 

Upland River Valleys Nith East Ayrshire 

Southern Uplands North West Lowther Dumfries and Galloway 

Plateau Moorland with Forest Clocklowie East Ayrshire 

Between 5 – 10 km from the Proposed Development 

Upland Glen Afton Water East Ayrshire 

Plateau Moorland N/A East Ayrshire 

Southern Uplands with Forest N/A East Ayrshire 

Southern Uplands with Forest Carsphairn Dumfries and Galloway 

Upland Basin N/A East Ayrshire 

Upland Glen Scar Dumfries and Galloway 

Narrow Wooded River Valleys Ken East Ayrshire 

Upland River Valleys Glenmuir East Ayrshire 

Southern Uplands Carsphairn Dumfries and Galloway 

Between 10 – 15 km from the Proposed Development 

Plateau Moorland Western Plateau South Lanarkshire 

Upland Glen Shinnel Dumfries and Galloway 

Ayrshire Lowlands N/A East Ayrshire 

Foothills with Forest N/A East Ayrshire 

Foothills Keir Dumfries and Galloway 

Foothills Nithsdale Dumfries and Galloway 

Upland Glen Mennock Dumfries and Galloway 

Upland Glen Castlefairn & Dalwhat Dumfries and Galloway 

Upland River Valleys Ayr East Ayrshire 

Upland River Valleys Duneaton Water East Ayrshire 
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Landscape Character Type Landscape Character Area / Unit Local Council Area 

Between 15 – 20 km from the Proposed Development 

Middle Dale |(Valley) Mid Nithdale Dumfries and Galloway 

Southern Uplands Lowther Hills South Lanarkshire 

Southern Uplands Lomford Dumfries and Galloway 

Upper Dale (Valley) Upper Glenkens Dumfries and Galloway 

Foothills with Forest Stroan Dumfries and Galloway 

Foothills Dalmacallan Dumfries and Galloway 

Upland Glen Dalveen Dumfries and Galloway 

Upland Fringe Ae & Torthorwold Dumfries and Galloway 

Intimate Pastoral Valleys Old Water & Cairn Dumfries and Galloway 

Foothills N/A Dumfries and Galloway 

Rugged Granite Upland Rhinns of Kells Dumfries and Galloway 

Foothills with Forest Rhinns of Kells Dumfries and Galloway 

Ayrshire Lowlands Auchinleck East Ayrshire 

Upland River Valleys Douglas Water South Lanarkshire 

Foothills with Forest N/A East Ayrshire 

Rugged Granite Upland with 
Forest 

N/A East Ayrshire 

Plateau Moorland with Forest Whitelee Forest East Ayrshire 

Plateau Moorland Western Plateau South Lanarkshire 

Lowland River Valleys River Ayr and Lugar Water East Ayrshire 

Upland Glen Upper Clyde & Tributaries South Lanarkshire 

Upland River Valleys Doon East Ayrshire 

Foothills Tinto Hills South Lanarkshire 

Ayrshire Lowlands South Kilmarnock Ayrshire 

Rugged Granite Upland with 
Forest 

Merrick Dumfries and Galloway 

Upland River Valleys Avon Water South Lanarkshire 

Rugged Granite Upland N/A Ayrshire 

Upland Fringe Cairn Dumfries and Galloway 

Beyond 20 km from the Proposed Development 

Foothills with Forest Ae Dumfries & Galloway 

Intimate Pastoral Valleys N/A East Ayrshire 

Foothills with Forest N/A Ayrshire 

Foothills N/A Ayrshire 

Lowland Hills N/A Ayrshire 

Upland River Valleys Irvine Ayrshire 

Lowland River Valleys River Irvine Ayrshire 

Plateau Farmland Western Plateau South Lanarkshire 

Broad Valley Upland Clyde Valley South Lanarkshire 

Upland Fringe Dunscore Dumfries & Galloway 

Flooded Valley Ken Valley Dumfries & Galloway 

Drumlin Pastures Deeside Dumfries & Galloway 

Upland Fringe Corsock Dumfries & Galloway 

Narrow River Wooded Valleys Urr Ayrshire 

Ayrshire Lowlands North Kilmarnock Ayrshire 

Foothills Beattock Borders 

Rugged Granite Uplands Merrick Dumfries & Galloway 

Plateau Farmland Eastern Plateau South Lanarkshire 

Drumlin Pastures Milton Dumfries & Galloway 

Southern Upland with Scattered 
Forest 

N/A Borders 

Incised River Valleys Mid Clyde Valley South Lanarkshire 

Urban Prestwick, Ayr, Kilmarnock South Ayrshire 
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Landscape Character Type Landscape Character Area / Unit Local Council Area 

Rolling Farmland Lanark South Lanarkshire 

Lowland Coast N/A South Ayrshire 

 

6.6.31 Table 6.1 above identifies all of the Landscape Character Types (LCT) and areas/units found 

within the 35 km study area. Not all of these LCTs will be impacted on by the Proposed 

Development and therefore, for the purposes of this assessment, only those LCTs and 

landscape areas/units which are considered likely to be influenced by the presence of the 

Proposed Development (as identified by the ZTVs and through site survey) will be assessed. 

It is considered that where an area or unit has no theoretical visibility of the Proposed 

Development there will be no influence or impact and consequently, LCTs with no 

theoretical visibility of the Proposed Development have been scoped out of this assessment. 

6.6.32 A number of character areas/units are located in excess of 15 km from the site. Given the 

scale of the surrounding context to the Proposed Development area, and the large amount 

of mature coniferous tree cover combined with the prevailing topography it is judged that it 

is unlikely that significant effects on landscape character will occur at distances of beyond 

15 km. Therefore, character types and areas/units located in excess of 15 km from the 

Proposed Development have not been considered further in this assessment. 

6.6.33 Following interrogation of the ZTV mapping overlaid onto the LCTs and landscape character 

areas / units illustrated in Figure 6.9 and 6.10, the filtering process has identified nine 

different LCTs with potential to be significantly affected by the Proposed Development. 

Within these LCTs, there are a total of 10 landscape character areas/units where the 

Proposed Development could impact on or influence their character. 

6.6.34 Table 6.2 below presents the LCTs and the landscape character areas/ units which will be 

included within this LVIA. Effects on these landscapes are assessed in Section 6.9. 

Landscape Character Sensitivity 

6.6.35 The characteristics and features of all of the LCTs and areas/units highlighted in Table 6.1 

above are described in detail in the various Landscape Character Assessments covering the 

administrative area where the landscapes are located. To avoid undue repetition, these 

characteristics and features will not be described within this LVIA Chapter.  

6.6.36 All of the administrative areas found within the study area have adopted Landscape Capacity 

Studies which provide guidance on a spatial framework for wind development and assess 

the sensitivity and landscape value of each LCT and areas/units, which in turn provides 

guidance on the capacity for wind energy development. These studies have all been 

undertaken by a single Landscape Architect, Carol Anderson, and are essentially sensitivity 

studies. Generally, the studies only assess the sensitivity of each LCT and not the individual 

areas/units. However, the DGWLCS does assess different units within LCTs, where there is a 

distinct difference in characteristics and features.  

6.6.37 The relevant Capacity Studies have been identified in paragraph 6.5.26 above. These studies 

have been used to inform the sensitivity of the different LCTs and landscape areas/units that 

have been identified as potentially being significantly affected by the Proposed 

Development. 

6.6.38 Table 6.2 presents the sensitivity of each landscape character type, character area or unit 

identified through the filtering process as having potential to experience significant affects 
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as a result of the Proposed Development. For clarity, the LCTs, Landscape Character 

Areas/Units detailed in Table 6.2 will be taken forward within this assessment.  

Table 6.2 - Sensitivity of Landscape Character Types and Landscape Character 
Areas/Units 

Landscape Character 
Type 

Landscape 
Character Area / 
Unit 

Local Council Area Sensitivity based on 
sensitivity ratings 
contained in the 
relevant adopted 
studies (Refer to 
Appendix 6.1: Table 4)  

Within 5km of the Proposed Development  

Upper Dale (Valley) Upper Nithsdale Dumfries and Galloway High 

Southern Uplands 
with Forest 

Ken Dumfries and Galloway Medium 

Southern Uplands Nithsdale Dumfries and Galloway Medium 

Southern Uplands N/A East Ayrshire High-Medium 

Upland River Valleys Nith East Ayrshire High 

Southern Uplands North West 
Lowther 

Dumfries and Galloway Medium 

Plateau Moorland 
with Forest 

Clocklowie East Ayrshire High-Medium 

Between 5 – 10km from the Proposed Development  

Plateau Moorland N/A East Ayrshire High-Medium 

Upland Basin  N/A East Ayrshire High 

Upland Glen Scar Dumfries and Galloway High 

Upland River Valleys Glenmuir East Ayrshire High 

Between 10 – 15km from the Proposed Development  

Plateau Moorland Western Plateau South Lanarkshire Medium 

Upland Glen Mennock Dumfries and Galloway High 

Ayrshire Lowlands N/A East Ayrshire High 

 

Pressures for Change 

6.6.39 The following development pressures have been highlighted within the Dumfries and 

Galloway and Ayrshire Landscape Assessment, as well as the updated capacity studies for 

both regions, as having the potential to change the landscape across the wider landscape 

within the study area: 

 urban expansion; 

 road development and upgrades; 

 linear power supply developments; 

 mineral and open cast coal extraction; 

 tourism; 

 forestry expansion, and, 

 wind turbine developments. 

6.6.40 It is recognised that there has been a significant increase in the development of wind farms 

and wind turbine developments within the vicinity to the site and wider context, particularly 

within the last 7 years. Numerous wind energy developments are present in the study area 
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(see Figure 6.30). Wind energy developments have become familiar features and add to the 

characteristics of the landscape. Some wind farms have become attractions in their own 

right (Whitelee Wind Farm in East Ayrshire/East Renfrewshire) and contribute positively to 

the outdoor access network and local economy. 

6.6.41 Within the context to the Proposed Development, there are a number of operational wind 

farms located on the fringes of the part of the Southern Uplands that forms a backdrop to 

the Nithsdale area. The Sandy Knowe Wind Farm was consented in 2015. Thereafter, Hare 

Hill Extension, Sanquhar Six, and Twentyshilling wind farms have been consented on the 

south side of the Nithsdale area and Glenmuckloch wind farm directly opposite Sandy Knowe 

on the north side of the valley. A number of other schemes have also been consented within 

the wider study area including Penbreck and Kennoxhead. As such, there are more wind 

farms present above both sides of the valley landscape where the site is located.  There are 

also a number of wind farms in the planning system including Lethans and North Lowther 

above the north-side of the valley and Ulzieside, adjacent to the operational Whiteside Hill 

wind farm. 

6.6.42 All wind energy developments that are operational, under-construction and consented and 

that fall within the study area have been considered as part of the baseline conditions 

against which the Proposed Development has been assessed. Cumulative impacts which are 

predicted to arise as a result of potential in combination effects with the cumulative baseline 

are assessed in the Cumulative Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment in Section 11 of this 

Chapter.  

6.6.43 Commercial forestry operations have an influence across the landscape surrounding the site. 

At the same time there has been a decline in farming activities. This is evident locally with a 

number of derelict and vacant buildings and outbuildings. 

6.6.44 Mining operations have a distinct influence on the local landscape. While former quarries at 

Glenmuckloch Surface Coal Mine (SCM) and Crawick are/have been restored (with the latter 

being transformed into a recreational destination); further open cast mining is set to 

continue within close proximity to the proposed development and within the wider study 

area. Most notable are Glenmuckloch SCM Eastern extension (Planning reference 

14/P/3/0052), Rigg South Open Cast Coal Site (Planning reference: 07/P/3/0506 and 

13/P/3/0489) and Rigg North Surface Coal Mine (Planning reference: 12/P/3/0106). 

6.7 Visual Baseline Conditions 

6.7.1 The existing baseline environment comprises facilities, places and routes from which people 

may have potential views of the Proposed Development. Visual receptors include 

settlements, users of transport corridors including walking/cycling routes, and 

representative viewpoints.  

Settlements 

6.7.2 Settlement across the study area varies significantly in response to topography, terrain and 

location as well as relationship to the classified road network. Settlement is generally 

concentrated along valleys and along transport and communication corridors. Larger 

settlements including towns and large villages tend to be located within the lowland areas 

on the extremities of the study area, including at Kilmarnock, Ayr and Dumfries which lie 

over 30 km to the north-west and south-east of the Proposed Development. Smaller towns 
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and settlements such as Thornhill, Dalmellington, Abington and Strathaven are located along 

key road corridors whilst scattered villages, clusters and dispersed single properties and 

farmsteads are located along the lower sides of valleys or on flat bottom valley floors, 

connected by local road networks. Isolated properties are sometimes found within the lower 

reaches of the upland areas, although generally the upland areas are very sparsely 

populated. 

6.7.3 There is a relatively high number of single properties, farmsteads, and small clusters of 

properties in proximity to the Proposed Development. Those located within 2km of a 

proposed turbine have been identified within the Residential Visual Amenity Assessment 

(Appendix 6-2) and should be read in conjunction with the visual baseline of this LVIA 

chapter. The majority of dispersed properties lie along the A76 corridor with a handful of 

properties located to the south. 

6.7.4 The nearest settlements to the Proposed Development are the villages of Kelloholm and 

Kirkconnel, located approximately 2.6 and 2.7 km respectively to the north-east of the 

nearest turbine in the Proposed Development, and are both accessed from the A76. These 

settlements lie within the valley defined by the River Nith. The Kello Water defines the 

eastern periphery to Kelloholm.  

6.7.5 The larger settlement of Sanquhar, a small town, is located approximately 6.8 km to the 

north east of the Proposed Development, on the banks of the River Nith. The A76 passes 

through the centre of the town, closely following the alignment of the River Nith along the 

valley floor.  Scattered villages and small settlements are dispersed along this corridor. The 

nearest settlement to the west of the Proposed Development is the town of New Cumnock, 

located approximately 6.7 km to the west. Further to the north-west at the junction of the 

A76 and the A70 lies the town of Cumnock, with smaller settlements scattered along both 

road corridors as they extend in a north-westerly and westerly direction towards the 

Ayrshire coastline. 

6.7.6 Further south, a number of small settlements are located along the classified road network 

of the A702 and B729 over 20km from the Proposed Development, including St. Johns Town 

of Dalry, New Galloway and Carsphairn. 

6.7.7 The sensitivity of settlements depends on a range of factors, including their orientation in 

relation to the development, as described in Appendix 6.1 – LVIA Methodology, Table 7. It is 

considered that due to a combination of distance, intervening landscape and man-made 

elements and the scale of the Proposed Development, effects on settlements located out 

with 15 km will be no more than minor.  

6.7.8 Table 6.3 below identifies all settlements within a 15 km distance of the Proposed 

Development. Clusters (comprising 3 or more dwellings) within a 5 km radius have also been 

identified. The table describes the sensitivity of settlements and theoretical views to the 

Proposed Development, as illustrated by the ZTV (Figure 6.2 to 6.5). 

Table 6.3 - Clusters and Settlements within a 15 km Radius 

Settlement Distance/ Direction 
from Nearest Turbine 

Theoretical Visibility 
(T.V) 

Sensitivity to Change 

Within 5km of the Proposed Development 

The Knowe Farm Cluster 2.4 km; north-east All of the cluster has 
T.V of all 24 hubs and 
blades. Properties 

High 
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Settlement Distance/ Direction 
from Nearest Turbine 

Theoretical Visibility 
(T.V) 

Sensitivity to Change 

have direct 
theoretical views. 

Kirkconnel 2.6 km, north-east Majority of the 
village has T.V of all 
24 hubs and blades. 
Mix of direct, semi-
oblique and oblique 
theoretical views. 

Medium rising to 
High on the western 
fringes 

Kelloholm 2.7 km, north-east Majority of the 
village has T.V of all 
24 hubs and blades. 
Mix of direct, semi-
oblique and oblique 
theoretical views. 

Medium rising to 
High on the western 
fringes 

Fauldhead Farm Cluster 2.9 km, north-east All of cluster has T.V 
of all 24 hubs and 
blades. Semi-oblique 
theoretical views. 

High 

Kirkland Cluster 4.0 km, north-east All of cluster has T.V 
of all 24 hubs and 
blades. Semi-oblique 
theoretical views. 

High 

Between 5 – 15km of the Proposed Development 

Craigdarroch 6.2 km, south-west No theoretical 
visibility. 

Medium 

New Cumnock 6.6 km, west-north-
west 

Northern part has T.V 
of up to 4 turbine 
blades. Properties in 
this area mostly 
orientated north-
south and oblique 
views. 

Medium  

Crawick 6.7 km, east-north-east All of the village has 
T.V of all 24 hubs and 
blades. Majority of 
properties orientated 
north-west to south-
east and oblique 
views. 

Medium 

Sanquhar 6.8 km, east Most of the town has 
T.V of all of 24 hubs 
and blades. SW 
fringes has T.V of up 
to 16 turbine blades. 
Fringe properties 
have oblique views. 

Medium 

Pathhead 7.3 km, west-north-
west 

All of the village has 
T.V. of up to 15 hubs 
and blades. 
Properties orientated 
north-south and have 
oblique views. 

Medium 

Connel Park 8.1 km, west-north-
west 

No theoretical 
visibility. 

Medium 
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Settlement Distance/ Direction 
from Nearest Turbine 

Theoretical Visibility 
(T.V) 

Sensitivity to Change 

Burnside 9.9 km, west No theoretical 
visibility. 

Medium 

Mennock 10 km, east-south-east Most of cluster has 
T.V of all 24 hubs and 
blades. Properties 
have oblique views.  

Medium 

Daleagles 11.0 km, west No theoretical 
visibility. 

Medium 

Cumnock 13.2 km, north-west No theoretical 
visibility. 

Medium 

Logan 13.6 km, north-west No theoretical 
visibility. 

Medium 

Lugar 14.0 km, north-west No theoretical 
visibility. 

Medium 

Muirkirk 15.0 km, north No theoretical 
visibility. 

Medium 

6.7.9 Settlements that have been identified to have no theoretical visibility are not considered 

further in this assessment and are highlighted in grey in the above Table 6.3. 

Transport Routes 

6.7.10 Transport routes within the 35 km study area include roads, cycle routes, two long distance 

footpaths and core paths used by the local community, walkers, cyclists and tourists/visitors. 

The following sections describe the routes within the study area. In order to allow a more 

focussed and relevant assessment the ZTV has been used to identify which of these transport 

routes will experience theoretical visibility within the 35 km study area. It is considered that 

where a route has no theoretical visibility of the Proposed Development there will be no 

impact, and the receptor will not be assessed in this LVIA. 

Roads 

6.7.11 There are a number of 'A' and 'B' roads as well as a few minor roads (‘C’ roads) and tracks 

which pass by or near to the Proposed Development as they traverse the study area. 

6.7.12 All road users are considered to be of Medium sensitivity to change, as noted in Appendix 6-

1, Methodology. For clarity, and as noted in Appendix 6-1, ‘C’ roads have not been included 

in this assessment. 

6.7.13 Roads that have theoretical visibility within the study area include: 

 A76, which runs on a broadly south-east to north-west axis from Dumfries to 

Kilmarnock. The A76 runs on an east-west axis as it passes north of the Proposed 

Development site at a distance of approximately 1 km at its nearest point. The road has 

some long and continuous sections of theoretical visibility within a 10 km radius and 

several shorter lengths of theoretical visibility beyond a 10 km distance from the 

Proposed Development. Long sections through East Ayrshire have no theoretical 

visibility. A combination of locally complex landform, road-side planting near to the 

road corridor and built form of the settlements the road passes through will limit 

potential visibility travelling in either direction.   

 B740, which runs from Crawick to near Abington and the M74 arterial route, 

approximately 7 km to the east-north-east at its nearest point. The road has two short 
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sections of theoretical visibility as the road extends through Crawick and approaches 

the junction with the A76. Potential visibility travelling southwards will be mostly 

contained by road-side woodland planting, built form of Crawick and locally complex 

landform near to the road corridor. Therefore the B740 has been scoped out of further 

assessment. 

 A70, which runs from Cumnock to Ayr, approximately 16 km to the north-west at its 

nearest point. A short section of the route totalling approximately 2.5 km in length has 

theoretical visibility between Ochiltree and Drongan House, at a distance of 

approximately 17.5 km away from the Proposed Development. Due to the very small 

amount of theoretical visibility that will be mostly contained by a combination of 

distance and intervening landscape features, the A70 has been scoped out of further 

assessment.  

6.7.14 There are a number of other classified roads within the study area that have been identified 

as having no theoretical visibility. These are listed below and are scoped out of further 

assessment: 

 B741 which runs from New Cumnock to Girvan on the Ayrshire coastline and passes 

through a number of small Ayrshire settlements including Dalmellington on the fringes 

of the Galloway Forest Park. The road is located 15 km to the north-west at its nearest 

point. 

 B729, which runs on a broadly east to west axis from Moniaive to Carsphairn, 

approximately 18 km to the south at its nearest point. 

 Within the study area, the A702 runs on a broadly north-east to south-west axis from 

the M74 to St.John’s Town of Dalry via Thornhill and Moniaive. The route is located 

approximately 20 km to the south at its nearest point. 

 A713 within the study area runs from New Galloway to Ayr, approximately 22 km to the 

south-west at its nearest point. 

 M74 located approximately 26 km to the north-east at its nearest point. 

 A73 located approximately 27 km to the north-east at its nearest point. 

Railway Lines 

6.7.15 The Glasgow South Western Main Line (GSW Main Line) traverses through the study area, 

closely following the route of the A76 as it passes near the site. The railway line is located 

approximately 1.7 km to the north of the Proposed Development at its nearest point. Railway 

lines have a Medium sensitivity to change. 

6.7.16 The route has a continuous length of theoretical visibility of the Proposed Development from 

between Mennock and Ardoch until the line approaches New Cumnock, approximately 10 

km to the north-west. Beyond this, there are two shorter sections of theoretical visibility and 

a small number of isolated patches. 

National Cycle Routes (NCR) 

6.7.17 NCR 74 connects Gretna to Glasgow via Lockerbie and Abington. The route traverses the 

eastern part of the study area, located approximately 25 km to the north-east at its nearest 

point (see Figure 6.13). National Cycle Routes (NCR) have a High sensitivity to change. 
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6.7.18 The cycle route has no theoretical visibility and therefore NCR 74 is not considered further 

in this assessment. 

Regional Cycle Routes 

6.7.19 Regional Cycle Route 10 is a short cycle route linking the NCR 74 to the NCR 7 from Beattock 

to Dumfries. The route traverses the south-eastern fringes of the study area, approximately 

32 km to the south-east at its nearest point and is therefore scoped out of further 

assessment. 

Long Distance Footpaths 

6.7.20 Parts of four long distance footpaths traverse the study area. Long distance paths have a 

High sensitivity to change, as noted in Appendix 6.1 Methodology: 

 Southern Upland Way traverses Scotland from coast to coast, starting at the rugged 

cliffs on the South Ayrshire coastline at Portpatrick, across the Galloway Hills and 

Tweedsmuir Hills to Cockburnspath on the east coast of the Scottish Borders. The long 

distance route follows a broadly south-west to north-east axis as it passes the Proposed 

Development site approximately 6 km to the south-east at its nearest point. There are 

some continuous and long sections of theoretical visibility as the route extends along 

Coupland Knowe heading south-west towards Sanquhar and then continues as the 

route passes to the south of the Proposed Development. Beyond Cloud Hill 

approximately 6 km to the south-south-east of the Proposed Development the route 

has no theoretical visibility. As the route extends beyond Coupland Knowe further to 

the north-east theoretical visibility occurs along two short sections of the route as it 

passes over the summits of Wedder Dodd (12.5 km away) and Glengaber Hill (14 km 

away). No other part of the route has theoretical visibility. For the majority of the route 

that has potential visibility, between 21 to 24 turbines will be theoretically visible, with 

the exception of the landscape to the west of Sanquhar where up to 15 turbines are 

theoretically visible. In addition to large areas of coniferous forestry that the route 

passes through within the study area there are also a number of operational and 

consented wind farms, some located within close proximity to the route. This includes a 

loose cluster of consented and operational wind farms as the route passes to the south 

of the Proposed Development. Sanquhar Community, Sanquhar Six and Whiteside Hill 

are located within the landscape between the route and the Proposed Development. 

Twentyshilling Hill wind farm is located in the opposite direction. Within the wider study 

area the route passes near to the Clyde Extension wind farm.  

 River Ayr Walkway runs along the length of the River Ayr from its source, Glenbuck Loch 

to Ayr. The long distance path traverse the north-western part of the study area 

approximately 15 km to the north at its nearest point. Several small scattered sections 

of the route has theoretical visibility as it meanders across the north-western part of 

the study area between the village of Sorn and Auchincruive GDL. Due to the small 

amount of theoretical visibility at a distance of approximately 25 km from the Proposed 

Development and a number of intervening landscape features, effects are considered to 

be negligible. The River Ayr Walkway is not considered further in this assessment. 

 A small section of the Clyde Walkway and the Annandale Way are located on the very 

north-eastern and south-eastern fringes of the study area respectively. Neither of these 

routes have theoretical visibility and are therefore not considered any further in this 

assessment. 
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Core Paths 

6.7.21 There are a number of core paths within the study area which follow minor roads and farm 

tracks and traverse the upland hills and lower slopes and valleys. Core Paths are highlighted 

in the Dumfries and Galloway Core Paths Plan. Core paths are recreational routes and are a 

local designation. Therefore, core paths are considered to have a High to Medium sensitivity 

to change. The following core paths have been identified to have theoretical visibility and 

are considered further in this assessment in Section 6.10: 

 Path Number 84, Kirkconnel to Mynwhirr Hill, which passes along the southern fringes 

of Libry Moor just beyond the site’s southern boundary. This core path has a continuous 

section of theoretical visibility from the start of the path in Kirkconnel until the path 

reaches Mynwhirr Hill to the south of the Proposed Development. There are several 

patches as the route extends further and is mostly located within coniferous plantations 

and woodlands; 

 Core Path 111, Sanquhar Castle Circular is a circular route partly following the River Nith 

and the fringes to the setting of the remains to Sanquhar Castle. This path has 

theoretical visibility and is assessed in Section 6.10; 

 Core Path 88, Kirkconnel to Black Law (via Fingland and Kirkland), extends north from 

Kirkconnel towards Kirkland Hill and passes through the setting to St.Connel’s Church. 

Most of this route within 7 km has theoretical visibility and is assessed in Section 6.10. 

6.7.22 Several core paths have been identified to have theoretical visibility. However, intervening 

landscape elements including coniferous plantations, woodland blocks and the local 

landform limit actual visibility. The following core paths are not considered further in this 

assessment:   

 Path number 443, Bank Hill to Graystone Hill, joins path number 84 and extends south 

where it meets the Southern Upland Way / core path number 504. A few small patches 

of theoretical visibility are located where the route passes plantations and coniferous 

woodlands. Dense, mature tree cover will contain any potential views out. Therefore 

this path is not considered further in this assessment. 

 For core paths within and around the nearby settlements of Kirkconnel, Kelloholm and 

Sanquhar, theoretical visibility is mostly located within or adjacent to built form and/or 

mature tree cover which combine with local landform to screen most potential views. 

The vast majority of effects are considered to be negligible along these core paths and 

they are not considered further in this assessment.  

 A few core paths that extend up the surrounding hills above Sanquhar and Kirkconnel 

follow the same route as the Southern Upland Way and their assessment will not be 

repeated.  

 Other core paths following hill tracks, including Core path 110 Mossholm to Wanlock 

and Core Path 108 Bogg to Auchentggart, deviate from the Southern Upland Way above 

Sanquhar to the north and east respectively. Both routes have some sections where 

there is theoretical visibility. In reality, a combination of coniferous woodland, riparian 

planting and small blocks of woodland are likely to screen most potential views. These 

core paths are not considered further. 
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Viewpoints 

6.7.23 A preliminary list of representative viewpoints was selected through a process of baseline 

study, fieldwork and experience gained from previous applications. This was followed by 

consultation with Dumfries and Galloway Council and SNH. The revisions to the list of 

representative viewpoints that were used for the Consented Development is explained in 

the Consultation section of Appendix 6-1 Methodology. 

6.7.24 The final selection of viewpoints included within this assessment has been informed by 

Section 8 of the 2017 Scoping Opinion and the respective DGC consultation response to that 

Scoping exercise. Upon assessment of the viewpoint locations recommended for assessment 

by DGC within their Scoping consultation response, it is considered that most of the 

viewpoints represent receptor groups from very similar distances and directions. This is 

reinforced by the fact that the viewpoints represent only 3 different landscape units of 2 

landscape character types; there are a total of 14 landscape units of 9 differing landscape 

character types within a 15km radius. In addition, a considerably high proportion of the 

viewpoints are located within 8 km of the Proposed Development, and only 2 viewpoints 

represent the wider study area. This has resulted in a highly skewed representation of the 

Proposed Development, focusing on a disproportionate number of similar views from a 

confined, localised area where the most significant effects are likely to be experienced. The 

spread of viewpoints provides little to no consideration of views from the wider study area, 

where the overall influence of the Proposed Development on the landscape and in views can 

be assessed.  

6.7.25 Notwithstanding, the final selection of viewpoints, as indicated in Dumfries and Galloway 

Council’s Scoping Response dated 1st June 2017, was adhered to as per the ECU Scoping 

Opinion. In an attempt to broaden viewpoint locations and to represent views from the west 

and south-west as well as two different landscape units, an additional two viewpoints were 

selected by the Applicant. The following table details the approximate distance and direction 

of the viewpoint from the nearest turbine, receptors that the viewpoint represents, the 

sensitivity of receptors at each viewpoint and a baseline description.  

6.7.26 The locations of the Viewpoints are illustrated in Figure 6.6 Viewpoint Locations (with ZTV 

underlay) and the baseline, wirelines and photomontages are illustrated in Figures 6.14 – 

6.29. 

Table 6.4 - Viewpoints 

Viewpoint 
number and 
Name 
 
Distance to 
Nearest 
Turbine 
 
x, y 
coordinate 

Receptor 
Groups at 
Viewpoint 
 
Sensitivity to 
Change 

Landscape 
Character Type 
(LCT): Landscape 
Area/unit (LCA) 

Baseline Description 

Viewpoint 1: 
A76 at Cairn 
Bridge 
 
1.3km, SE 

Road users - 
Medium 
 

Upper Dale LCT: 
Upper Nithsdale 
LCA  
 
 

Represents a worse-case direct view from the 
classified route of the A76. The route follows 
the valley slopes to the south of the River 
Nith and passes through scattered towns and 
villages and a number of dispersed properties 
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Viewpoint 
number and 
Name 
 
Distance to 
Nearest 
Turbine 
 
x, y 
coordinate 

Receptor 
Groups at 
Viewpoint 
 
Sensitivity to 
Change 

Landscape 
Character Type 
(LCT): Landscape 
Area/unit (LCA) 

Baseline Description 

 
268934, 
612581 

Local 
residents - 
High 

and small clusters, particularly within close 
proximity to the site. Geometric blocks of 
coniferous plantations are visible on the 
upper slopes of the valley and road-side 
planting, riparian planting associated with the 
numerous small tributaries and small 
woodland blocks within the valley contribute 
to the well-settled characteristics. In 
combination with localised complex landform 
particularly in close proximity to the northern 
side of the road corridor as it passes between 
New Cumnock and Kirkconnel, views are 
often channelled along the valley with the 
Southern Uplands on one side, plateau 
moorland on the other containing more 
distant views.  

Viewpoint 2: 
Libry Moor 
Footpath 
 
1.4km, SW 
 
271767, 
611539 

Recreation –
walkers (core 
path) 
 
High to 
Medium 

Upper Dale LCT: 
Upper Nithsdale 
LCA 
 
 

Represents a worse-case direct view from the 
Core Path 84, Libry Moor Footpath, near to 
Corserig agricultural buildings. The route 
follows a rough forest track across Libry Moor 
and passes near to the southern boundary of 
the site. Large areas are covered with 
coniferous plantations and forest which 
frequently come in close proximity to the 
path restricting any views out. Along other 
sections of the path where tree cover 
recedes, some distant views south are 
afforded towards the inner parts of the 
Southern Uplands. Topography is locally 
varied and complex and through Libry Moor 
the path traverses the slopes of Polshag Hill, 
Corserig Hill and Mynwhirr Hill.  

Viewpoint 3: 
The Knowe 
 
2.5km, SW 
 
271718, 
612864 

Local road 
users - 
Medium 
 
Local 
residents - 
High 

Upper Dale LCT: 
Upper Nithsdale 
LCA 
 
 

Represents an elevated, open view across the 
settled pastoral valley towards the Southern 
Uplands from the south-facing slopes of the 
Nithsdale Valley. This view is taken from an 
unclassified road which traverses the 
northern sides of the valley and serves 
several scattered properties and farmsteads. 
This road also provides access to the 
Glenmuckloch surface coal mining works 
further up the slopes which is almost fully 
restored following extensive coal mining 
activities over decades. Within the wider view 
a number of overhead lines dissect the open 
pastoral fields and run along the length of the 
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Viewpoint 
number and 
Name 
 
Distance to 
Nearest 
Turbine 
 
x, y 
coordinate 

Receptor 
Groups at 
Viewpoint 
 
Sensitivity to 
Change 

Landscape 
Character Type 
(LCT): Landscape 
Area/unit (LCA) 

Baseline Description 

road corridor. The large infrastructural 
features of the railway line and the A76 are 
located within the foreground and middle 
ground respectively of the view however, 
given their linear nature and subtle local 
landform surrounding these features they are 
not visible. Mature vegetation partly lining 
the corridors inform the viewer of their 
location. This area contains a number of 
dispersed properties most with associated 
areas of mature vegetation and small 
woodland blocks which punctuate the 
perceived medium to large scale of the 
pastoral landscape. Coniferous plantations 
are located on the upper slopes and extend 
towards the Southern Uplands which form 
the local skyline. The local skyline is long and 
simple and with the linear nature of 
landscape and man-made elements within 
the lower pastoral setting and simple field 
pattern this landscape has a strong horizontal 
grain, accentuated by the expansive scale of 
land and sky.  

Viewpoint 4: 
Lagrae 
 
3.0km, SSW 
 
270827, 
614080 

Workers at 
the former 
Glenmuckloch 
mining 
operations 
 
Medium 
(Dwelling is 
utilised as an 
office and not 
as a home) 

Upper Dale LCT: 
Upper Nithsdale 
LCA 
 
 

This viewpoint is very similar in distance and 
direction to Viewpoint 3, however, the view 
largely represents workers at Glenmuckloch. 
The Lagrae property is utilised as an office for 
the former surface coal activities and is not 
used for residential purposes. Given that this 
road primarily provides access to the former 
large scale coal mining operations with 
frequent large plant machinery coming and 
going, it is considered unlikely that the road, 
and subsequently Viewpoint 4, has any other 
receptors.  

Viewpoint 5: 
St.Connel’s 
Church 
 
4.6km, SW 
 
272354, 
615014 

Recreation - 
Historic 
 
High to 
Medium 

Southern Uplands 
LCT: North West 
Lowther LCA 
 
 

Represents an open, expansive from the 
graveyard on the edge of the ruins of 
St.Connel’s Church. The former church and 
grounds is located on the fringes of the south 
facing slopes of the Nithsdale valley looking 
across the gently undulating to upper valley 
towards the Southern Uplands forming the 
middle distant skyline. Several features 
including a length of stone wall demarcating 
the church yard perimeter, Kirkland 
Plantation in the middle ground and the long, 
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Viewpoint 
number and 
Name 
 
Distance to 
Nearest 
Turbine 
 
x, y 
coordinate 

Receptor 
Groups at 
Viewpoint 
 
Sensitivity to 
Change 

Landscape 
Character Type 
(LCT): Landscape 
Area/unit (LCA) 

Baseline Description 

simple and slightly undulating skyline of the 
upland hills create a strong horizontal grain 
within this composition. Dispersed built form 
including the residential cluster of Kirkland is 
screened from view by plantations and 
intervening areas of woodland whilst views of 
the lower valley are contained by intervening 
landform which deflect the eye upwards 
towards the hills forming the skyline.  
 

Viewpoint 6: 
Kelloholm, SE 
Edge 
 
2.5km, WSW 
 
273829, 
610986 

Local 
residents, 
local road 
users 
 
Medium 

Upper Dale LCT: 
Upper Nithsdale 
LCA 
 
 

Represents a worse-case direct view from a 
minor road on the southern edge of the 
village of Kelloholm. This minor road is semi-
rural in character with housing partly defining 
one side and the pastoral landscape on the 
other side with localised landform restricting 
more distant views to the Southern Uplands 
further south. Distant views towards the 
plateau moorland beyond the Nithsdale 
Valley are afforded to the north between 
areas of built form. The Kello Water and its 
associated well-vegetated corridor extends 
south from this road corridor and a few small 
woodland blocks and garden boundary 
vegetation are located further north along 
the road. Properties are mainly orientated 
towards the minor road and away from the 
Proposed Development.  
 

Viewpoint 7: 
Kirkland Hill 
 
5.2km, SSW 
 
272837, 
615972 

Recreation – 
hill walkers 
 
High 

Southern Uplands 
LCT: North West 
Lowther LCA 
 
 

Represents an elevated, expansive, 
panoramic view from one of the summits on 
the fringes of the Southern Upland Hills above 
the north side of the Nithsdale Valley. 360 
degree view is afforded from this summit 
which is at 511 m AOD with views across the 
Southern Uplands to the south and along the 
Nithsdale Valley which forms a distinct 
physical separation between the upland hills. 
The residential cluster of Kirkland is visible 
within woodland on the edge of the valley 
below. To the south the ridgeline formed by 
Blackcraig Hill foreshortens views further 
south. Views further east and west are 
contained by the ridgeline between Black Hill 
and the forested slopes of Auchtitench Hill. 
There are a number of operational wind 
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Viewpoint 
number and 
Name 
 
Distance to 
Nearest 
Turbine 
 
x, y 
coordinate 

Receptor 
Groups at 
Viewpoint 
 
Sensitivity to 
Change 

Landscape 
Character Type 
(LCT): Landscape 
Area/unit (LCA) 

Baseline Description 

farms visible above the local skyline within 
southern views whilst below the restoration 
of the Glenmuckloch surface coal mining 
works is nearing completion. 

Viewpoint 8: 
Sanquhar 
Railway Bridge 
 
7.3km, W 
 
278152, 
610171 
 

Local 
residents & 
local road 
users, 
commuters/ 
train 
passengers 
 
Medium 

Upper Dale LCT: 
Upper Nithsdale 
LCA 
 
 

Elevated view across Sanquhar and its 
pastoral setting towards the Southern 
Uplands from the higher north-eastern 
fringes of the town. The view is taken from a 
minor road as it crosses over the railway line 
which is in a deep cutting through Sanquhar, 
and located above the train station platform. 
Some built form of the town is visible in the 
foreground of views with mature tree cover 
across gardens in the town and woodland 
blocks, riparian planting and shelterbelts 
punctuating the pastoral fields beyond the 
town create a sense of maturity and settled 
character to Sanquhar and its setting. The 
well-defined pastoral fields containing 
dispersed built form and associated 
shelterbelts/mature tree groups give way to 
the heather moorland across the upper 
slopes and the fringes of the Southern 
Uplands which creates a smooth, long and 
slightly undulating skyline and effectively 
contains more distant views further south.  
 

Viewpoint 9: 
Sanquhar 
Academy 
Entrance 
 
6.3km, SW 
 
277663, 
610335 

Local 
residents, 
workers, road 
users (A76) 
 
Medium 

Upper Dale LCT: 
Upper Nithsdale 
LCA  
 
 

This viewpoint is located opposite the 
entrance to Sanquhar Academy (secondary 
school), along the Glasgow Road (A76), 
located in the north-west fringes of the 
settlement form of Sanquhar. The wider view 
(although not contained in the single shot) 
comprises a rural agricultural context with 
scattered built form nestled into the lower 
valley slopes and often protected by areas of 
mature tree cover. The Nithsdale Valley forms 
an attractive, settled pastoral setting to the 
fringes of the urban area. Some glimpsed and 
more prolonged views are afforded south-
west towards The Knipe on the fringes of the 
Southern Uplands and beyond the Proposed 
Development site. This view is framed by 
mature tree cover associated with Sanquhar 
House and Sanquhar Industrial Estate.  
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Viewpoint 
number and 
Name 
 
Distance to 
Nearest 
Turbine 
 
x, y 
coordinate 

Receptor 
Groups at 
Viewpoint 
 
Sensitivity to 
Change 

Landscape 
Character Type 
(LCT): Landscape 
Area/unit (LCA) 

Baseline Description 

Viewpoint 10: 
Southern 
Upland Way, 
NE approach 
to Sanquhar 
 
8.0km, W 
 
278907, 
610479 

Recreation – 
hill walkers 
 
High 

Upper Dale LCT: 
Upper Nithsdale 
LCA 
 
 

Represents an elevated, panoramic view from 
the Southern Upland Way, on the south 
facing slopes on the approach to Sanquhar 
from the north-east. The viewpoint is located 
on the upper slopes of south facing slopes 
looking along the Nithsdale Valley and 
upwards towards the Southern Uplands Hills 
which contain the valley setting to more 
distant views. The surrounding strongly 
pastoral setting is very settled and contains 
the built form of Sanquhar which is perceived 
to be nestled in to the valley and well-defined 
by mature tree cover. Fingers of tree cover 
extend outwards from the town into the 
countryside creating green corridors with a 
high number of woodland blocks, 
shelterbelts, tree groups, and riparian 
planting which then gives way to coniferous 
blocks across the higher slopes and summits. 
The consolidated built form of Kelloholm and 
Kirkconnel are visible nestled further up along 
the valley floor in the distance. There are a 
number of operational wind farms visible 
above the local skyline within southern and 
eastern views whilst within the far right of the 
view the large-scale restoration of 
Glenmuckloch is visible. 
 

Viewpoint 11: 
Crawick 
Artland 
 
6.9km, WSW 
 
277643, 
611781 

Recreation 
 
High to 
Medium 

Upper Dale LCT: 
Upper Nithsdale 
LCA 
 
 

This viewpoint represents a ‘worse case’ 
elevated view from one of the two highest 
parts of the artland sculpture at Crawick 
Multiverse Park. This multiverse park is a land 
art project that has transformed a former 
open cast coal mine into a landmark open 
space destination. From these two summits 
(which have been designed to replicate two 
galaxies in the universe) 360° distant 
panoramic views are afforded across the 
areas of grass, boulder lined paths, stone 
circles, and circular grass embankments 
comprising the Crawick Artland towards the 
Nithsdale Valley and the Southern Uplands 
beyond defining the middle distant skyline.  
 

Viewpoint 12: 
Southern 

Recreation – 
hill walkers 

Southern Uplands 
LCT:  

Represents an elevated, panoramic view from 
the Southern Upland Way, on the north 
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Viewpoint 
number and 
Name 
 
Distance to 
Nearest 
Turbine 
 
x, y 
coordinate 

Receptor 
Groups at 
Viewpoint 
 
Sensitivity to 
Change 

Landscape 
Character Type 
(LCT): Landscape 
Area/unit (LCA) 

Baseline Description 

Upland Way 
near Ulzieside 
 
6.0km, NW 
 
275411, 
606006 

 
High 

Nithsdale LCA 
 
 

facing slopes above Ulzieside on the approach 
to Whing Head. Views across the River Nith 
valley towards the Southern Uplands to the 
north are afforded with Kelloholm, Kirkconnel 
and Sanquhar visible. The radar facility on 
Lowther Hill is visible with the mast at 
Todholes Hill also apparent above the distant 
skyline. There are a number of operational 
wind farms prominent in the foreground of 
west and north-west facing views from this 
location and distant views towards wind 
farms on the Southern Uplands to the north 
also visible, some backclothed and others 
visible above the distant horizon.  
 

Viewpoint 13: 
Coupland 
Knowe 
 
10.8km, WSW 
 
281426, 
611720 

Recreation – 
hill walkers 
 
High 

Southern Uplands 
LCT: North West 
Lowther LCA 
 
 

Represents an elevated, expansive, 
panoramic view from Coupland Knowe 
summits on the fringes of the Southern 
Upland Hills above the north-east side of the 
Nithsdale Valley. 360 degree view is afforded 
from this summit which is at 515 m AOD with 
views across the Southern Uplands to the 
south and along the Nithsdale Valley which 
forms a distinct physical separation between 
the upland hills. The town of Sanquhar is 
visible within the valley below. There are a 
number of operational wind farms visible 
above the distant skyline within southern 
views whilst to the west the restoration of 
the Glenmuckloch surface coal mining works 
is nearing completion. 
 

Viewpoint 14: 
East Mount 
Lowther 
(Thirstane Hill) 
 
16.4km, W 
 
287855, 
609986 
 

Recreation – 
hill walkers 
 
High 

Southern Uplands 
LCT: North West 
Lowther LCA 
 
 

Represents an elevated, expansive, 
panoramic view from the summit of East 
Mount Lowther (Thirstane Hill) within the 
Southern Uplands above the west side of the 
Nithsdale Valley. Full 360 degree views are 
afforded from this summit which is at 583m 
AOD, with views across the Southern Uplands 
to the north and south of the valley which 
forms a physical separation between the 
upland hills. Due to landform in the 
foreground views are restricted towards the 
south-side of the valley. At this distance 
details within the landscape are diminished. 
Rather, the different colours associated with 
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Viewpoint 
number and 
Name 
 
Distance to 
Nearest 
Turbine 
 
x, y 
coordinate 

Receptor 
Groups at 
Viewpoint 
 
Sensitivity to 
Change 

Landscape 
Character Type 
(LCT): Landscape 
Area/unit (LCA) 

Baseline Description 

the various land uses and land cover are 
evident with the lush green colours and small 
blocks of dark green within the pastoral valley 
contrasting with the brown hues of the 
heather moorland and large dark green 
blocks of the coniferous forests and 
plantations on the upper enclosing slopes of 
the southern uplands.  
 

Viewpoint 15: 
Blackcraig Hill 
 
5.1km, NE 
 
264803, 
606505 

Recreation – 
hill walkers 
 
High 

Southern Uplands 
LCT 
 
 

Represents an elevated, expansive, 
panoramic view from one of the summits on 
the fringes of the inner Southern Upland Hills. 
360 degree view is afforded from this summit 
which is at 510 m AOD with views across the 
Southern Uplands to the north, the Ayrshire 
lowlands and coastline to the west and the 
Nithsdale Valley below. Views are open with 
land cover comprising rough grassland and 
heather moorland with some extensive 
geometric blocks of coniferous forestry 
cloaking summits and slopes of interlocking 
hills across the uplands and creating a simple 
landscape pattern and large-scale. There are 
a number of operational wind farms visible 
from this elevated location. However, they do 
not dominate the visual quality of views given 
that they form very small components within 
such an expansive upland landscape, and 
form a very small portion of the horizontal 
and vertical extent of views.  
 

Viewpoint 16: 
Vicinity of 
Mansfield 
 
7.2km, SE 
 
262567, 
614317 

Local 
residents, 
local road 
users 
 
Medium 

Upland Basin LCT 
 
 

This viewpoint is located on the eastern edge 
of the urban area of Mansfield. Mansfield 
merges with the village of Pathhead, located 
to the immediate north of New Cumnock. 
This viewpoint has been selected to illustrate 
the worse-case scenario from this area of 
built form. The vast majority of views across 
New Cumnock, Pathhead and Mansfield are 
generally contained by a combination of built 
form, riparian planting along the River Nith 
and Afton Water, blocks of woodland, 
shelterbelts, and mature tree groups. Where 
distant views are afforded towards the 
Southern Uplands, the prevailing topography 
across The Knipe and Corsican Hill and local 
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Viewpoint 
number and 
Name 
 
Distance to 
Nearest 
Turbine 
 
x, y 
coordinate 

Receptor 
Groups at 
Viewpoint 
 
Sensitivity to 
Change 

Landscape 
Character Type 
(LCT): Landscape 
Area/unit (LCA) 

Baseline Description 

landform in the foreground effectively restrict 
views towards the proposed site.  
 

 

6.8 Assessment of Do-Nothing Scenario 

6.8.1 Should the Proposed Development not be consented, the “do-nothing scenario” will apply 

to the current baseline environment, in that the Applicant will construct the Consented 

Development.  

6.8.2 The Consented Development was environmentally assessed and consented in 2015 and the 

assessment is reported within the Sandy Knowe Wind Farm Environmental Statement 

(2015).  

6.9 Assessment of Proposed Development Potential Effects 

6.9.1 The Proposed Development has the potential to cause significant effects on the landscape 

character of the surrounding area and on views and the visual amenity of receptors within 

close vicinity to the site, as well as at more sensitive locations across the wider study area. 

6.9.2 This section identifies sources of potential effects and examines the likely extent to which 

the baseline landscape resource (described in Section 6.6) and the visual resource (described 

in Section 6.7) may be affected as a result of the Proposed Development. A full assessment 

of residual effects, which remain after implementation of mitigation measures, is provided 

in Section 6.11. Details of mitigation measures aimed at reducing the potential effects 

identified in this section are described in Section 6.10. 

Sources of Effects 

6.9.3 The following elements of the Proposed Development are predicted to contribute to the 

potential effects on landscape resource, landscape character and visual amenity. In addition 

to the elements of the Proposed Development other construction and long term actions may 

also give rise to potential effects.  

6.9.4 Actions which may give rise to potentially significant landscape and visual effects include: 

 new access to site from the A76; 

 the introduction of 24 turbines up to 125m in height to blade tip, whose foundations 

and crane hardstanding areas would displace landscape features beneath them; 

 introduction of a sub-station/ control building with associated car parking area; 



SANDY KNOWE WIND FARM 6-36 Landscape and Visual 

  

 construction of two temporary construction compounds; 

 creation of a network of new tracks across the site; 

 underground cabling; 

 introduction of new areas of broadleaf woodland; and 

 removal of field boundaries (especially lengths of stone walls) and vegetation.  

Potential Construction Effects 

6.9.5 During construction, there is potential for significant effects on the landscape resource, 

landscape character and visual amenity arising from plant equipment and activities within 

the site, over the duration of the construction period.  

6.9.6 Impacts which may give rise to potentially significant construction effects on landscape and 

visual receptors include: 

 clearance of vegetation, peat and topsoil stripping; 

 site entrance works and internal access tracks; 

 creation and presence of working compounds; 

 machinery and materials storage; 

 plant and vehicle movements; 

 in-situ concrete works; 

 excavation for foundations and cable trenches;  

 the presence of tall cranes; and, 

 presence of construction related lighting during hours of darkness in winter months. 

Potential Long Term Effects 

6.9.7 Following construction, the presence of the turbines and the other elements of the wind 

farm development have the potential the result in significant effects on the landscape 

resource, landscape character and visual amenity.  

6.9.8 Impacts which may give rise to potentially significant long term effects on landscape and 

visual receptors include: 

 Direct impacts on the landscape resources of the site and indirect effects on the 

landscape character of the immediate area (resulting from the construction of the 

turbines and other associated infrastructure such as underground cabling, substation, 

access tracks etc.). 

 Indirect impacts on the landscape resource of the wider landscape study area. 

 Indirect impacts on designated landscapes, landscape related designations and non-

designated landscapes with views of the development.      

 Impacts on the quality of views experienced by people living, working or visiting the 

area, due to the new structures, and to activity around the development area.    

 Cumulative impacts on landscape and visual amenity arising from the introduction of 

the Proposed Development in addition to other proposed wind farm developments. 
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Potential Operational Effects 

6.9.9 The following potential development impacts would contribute to the effects on landscape 

and visual receptors, as a result of the Proposed Development: 

 the movement of the blades of the wind turbines as they rotate; and 

 vehicles and people occasionally passing along the access tracks to the site.  

6.9.10 Moving turbine blades  would be particularly noticeable for residents at properties which 

would have the turbines at relatively close proximity.  It is considered that these impacts 

would be most significant in the early stages of operation when the development is a new 

feature in the view.  

6.9.11 Once the Proposed Development is operational it is predicted that there may be occasional 

infrequent requirements to repair or replace defective components. Due to their short term 

nature, operational effects arising from maintenance are considered likely to be of low 

magnitude and would not result in any significant effects upon the landscape and upon visual 

amenity beyond those already identified.    The movement of turbines would be a long term 

operational impact.  As it is the only long term operational impact, the effects arising from 

this movement have been considered as part of the assessment of permanent effects 

reported in Section 6.9. Operational effects would not give rise to any further residual effects 

over and above those already described as long term effects. 

6.9.12 It is notable that the turbines are the most likely element of the Proposed Development to 

result in significant residual effects during the life of the Proposed Development. It should 

be noted that effects arising from the turbine machines are reversible at the end of the 

operational life of the Proposed Development.  

6.10 Mitigation Measures 

6.10.1 Following the identification of constraints and key issues identified through the EIA process 

and consultation, site-specific design principles were identified and applied as part of the 

iterative design process. Refer to Chapter 2 of the EIA Report where it describes how the 

layout and siting of the turbines have been revised as part of this iterative design process 

and that all mitigation measures have been embedded into the design process. 

6.10.2 The Proposed Development comprises a number of embedded mitigation measures which 

aim to minimise adverse effects on the landscape resource across the site and where 

possible reduce potential significant adverse effects on landscape character and views from 

the immediate context to the site and the wider study area. 

Mitigation by Design 

6.10.3 Following identification of potential landscape and visual effects, design principles were 

developed to optimise initial siting, layout and design of the proposed development. 

6.10.4 The layout and individual siting of turbines has been repeatedly revised as part of the 

iterative design process to address constraints and feedback from consultees (refer to 

Chapter 2 of the EIA Report). ZTV mapping and wireline imagery was reproduced to test 

various layouts and arrive at the final design of the Proposed Development.  

6.10.5 Mitigation measures incorporated during the design iteration process specifically relating to 

landscape and visual assessment are summarised in Table 6.5 below. 
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Table 6.5 - Embedded Landscape and Visual Mitigation Measures 

Design Issues Mitigation Measures 

Wind turbine layout Repeated revisions to the location of each turbine in order to 
improve relationship with the underlying landform and key 
receptor groups. 
The location of infrastructure (including turbines and all other 
components) favoured areas of rough grassland and avoided 
more sensitive habitats and landscape features such as 
watercourses, small scale topographical features and deep 
peat. 

Visibility of the turbines 
from key viewpoints 

Revisions to the proposed layout to close gaps in the turbine 
array and ensure that proposed development is presented to 
form a cohesive and legible single array of turbines from key 
viewpoints. 
Revisions of turbine model to create a more balanced and well-
proportioned image. 

Access tracks Relocation of the access for abnormal loads and HGVs away 
from Head of the Valley Road, to minimise disruption to local 
residents. Existing forestry tracks used for access where 
possible. 
Field boundary walls and stream crossings avoided where 
possible. 
Track locations and direction modified to suit contours in order 
to address potential visual effects. 
Mounding profiles modified from engineered layout to 
minimise potential visual effects. 
Re-vegetation and planting strategy agreed with ecologist. 
Construction materials to be brought in from off-site locations 
such as existing mineral and coal mining workings to remove 
need for borrow pits. 

Lighting Shields to be installed around aviation lights on met masts to 
reduce visibility within the wider landscape. 

Tree removal Tree felling to be kept to a minimum. 
Re-vegetation and planting strategy agreed with ecologist to 
suit variety of species found on site. 

Stream crossings Number of stream crossings to be kept to a minimum. 
Temporary bridging structure to be removed upon completion 
of access track formation. Redundant sections of track to be re-
vegetated in accordance and agreed with ecologist. 
Permanent crossing to be provided and constructed in 
accordance with the requirements of any planning consent and 
associated conditions attached to deemed planning 
permission. 

Construction compound One of the compound’s located within plantation forest where 
it is possible to minimise potential effects on views form 
sensitive receptors nearby. 

6.10.6 During the course of this Proposed Development design, there have been a number of design 

iterations relating to changes to the proposed layout, turbine number and model which have 

reduced visual effects at a number of viewpoint locations. It was considered particularly 

important to minimise adverse effects and achieve a visually appropriate image in key views, 

including from areas of the nearby settlements of Kelloholm, Kirkconnel and Sanquhar, the 

A76 route through Nithsdale as it passes within close proximity to the site and the Southern 

Upland Way. 
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6.10.7 Throughout the design and mitigation process, reference was made to SNH guidance on 

Siting and Designing Windfarms in the Landscape (Version 1, 2009 and Version 2, May 2014). 

Within the constraints presented within the site, it is considered that the adoption of the 

above mitigation measures has achieved the best overall solution in terms of the landscape 

and visual resource whilst accommodating other environmental, economic, technical and 

practical considerations.  

Mitigation During Construction and Decommissioning 

6.10.8 The construction of turbines and tracks would follow an agreed Construction and 

Decommissioning Environmental Management Plan (CDEMP), which would include 

arrangements for implementation of various aspects of the works such as turf and soil 

removal, storage and replacement, and stream crossings, which would help to mitigate 

adverse effects on the site during construction and decommissioning. 

6.10.9 Specific mitigation measures necessary during construction to be included within the CDEMP 

are: 

 a 100m micro-siting allowance for all infrastructure (refer to Chapter 3 for further 

details); 

 land clearance and occupation is limited to the minimum necessary for the works; 

 vegetation removal is minimised as far as practicable; 

 valued features, such as peatland, wetland, heath, historic features and field boundaries 

are protected and fencing is used to keep contractors out of area where damage may 

result; 

 after dark construction lighting is controlled so that it does not impinge sensitive views, 

for example from residential windows; 

 maintenance of tidy and contained working compounds, ensuring mud etc. upon local 

roads is controlled; and, 

 topsoil spreading and replacement of turf are carried out as soon as possible after 

works are complete. 

Monitoring 

6.10.10 During construction an Environmental Clerk of Works will monitor compliance with all 

environmental management requirements, plans and restoration procedures. This includes 

monitoring the implementation of committed mitigation measures as set out in this EIA 

Report. 

6.11 Assessment of Proposed Development Residual Effects  

Introduction 

6.11.1 The Zone of Theoretical Visibility (35 km) is presented in Figure 6.2 and 6.3. Figures 6.4 and 

6.5 present detailed 15 km zoom of the ZTV. As illustrated by the ZTV, the nature of the 

surrounding topography across the southern uplands gives rise to a notably contained 

theoretical visibility across the study area. 
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6.11.2 The detailed ZTV figures indicate that the Proposed Development has the potential to be 

theoretically visible from approximately 11% of the study area, with approximately 89% 

experiencing no visibility at all. It should be noted that actual visibility is likely to be further 

reduced as the ZTV does not take account of intervening landscape and man-made elements 

such as tree cover, built form and roadside embankments.  

6.11.3 The extent of mature tree cover, plantations, riparian vegetation, scattered tree groups and 

vegetation across the study area is expected to provide further screening and reduce the 

inter-visibility with the Proposed Development. The existing presence of a number of wind 

energy developments across the study area is also likely to affect the appearance and 

perception of the Proposed Development as the receptor travels through the study area and 

in static views from the surrounding landscape. 

Pattern of Visibility 

6.11.4 Theoretical visibility within the study area is mostly localised and forms a broadly linear 

pattern across the central part of the study area within approximately 15 km of the Proposed 

Development. As expected, a large portion of the 5 km radius surrounding the Proposed 

Development has theoretical visibility which diminishes to a continuous area along the A76 

corridor between a distance of 5-15 km from east to west, although the ridges of hills 

between Hog Hill and Blackcraig Hill restrict theoretical visibility to between 3-4 km to the 

south and south-west.  

6.11.5 Between 5 – 10 km theoretical visibility is mostly restricted to the north-west, confined by 

the valley through which the A76 runs between Meikle Garclaugh and Cairnscadden Hill. To 

the north, the ridgeline between Corsencon Hill, Kirkland Hill, Todholes Hill and Bail Hill 

prevents widespread potential visibility, although there are some scattered small and large 

areas of potential visibility from higher summits between 5 – 15 km away. To the east, north-

east and south-east, between 5-10 km away, the theoretical visibility pattern is concentrated 

along the Nithsdale valley and limited to elevated western slopes and summits between 

Fingland Rig and Twentyshilling Hill whilst to the south theoretical visibility is very limited 

with several small, isolated patches across higher summits.  

6.11.6 Between 10-15 km away from the Proposed Development, potential visibility generally 

becomes a lot more scattered and isolated to small patches and mainly confined to elevated 

summits and high hill slopes such as Cairn Table and Wardlaw Hill to the north, Wedder Dodd 

and Glengenny Muir to the east. There are several clusters of small and large areas of 

theoretical visibility across the valley slopes between Cumnock and Dalgig. Theoretical 

visibility is extremely limited to a few very small patches from high summits to the south and 

east. 

6.11.7 Beyond 15 km, there are a few concentrations of theoretical visibility. To the north-west, 

there are some small and large patches of theoretical visibility across the lowland agricultural 

landscape between Kilmarnock, Mauchline, Mossblown and Mean Muir, as well as some 

areas of potential visibility along the coastline around Ayr. To the north and east theoretical 

visibility is restricted to isolated small patches of theoretical visibility occurring in high areas 

such as Tinto Hills and Queensberry Hill and elevated slopes on the foothills of the Lowther 

Hills to the south-east. To the south and east there is barely any theoretical visibility. 
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Residual Effects on Landscape Receptors 

6.11.8 There are a number of areas designated for their landscape value within the 35 km study 

area, as described in the landscape baseline. The study area contains a variety of different 

landscapes from uplands to lowlands to river valleys and glens. The landscape baseline 

described how a filtering process has identified those landscape character areas/units that 

have the greatest potential for direct and indirect effects. The predicted effects of the 

Proposed Development on these designations and landscape character areas/units are 

described in the tables below.  
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Table 6.6 - Assessment of Residual Effects on Landscape Designations 

Landscape Receptor; 
Distance 
Direction from 
Development 

Theoretical Visibility (T.V.) 
based on the ZTV (Figures 6.2-
6.5) 

Potential Visibility based on desk based 
study, site visit and representative 
viewpoints 

Sensitivity to Change  
Description of Effect 
Magnitude of Impact 

Significance of 
Effect 

Regional Scenic Areas 

Thornhill Uplands 
 
7 km south-east and 
8 km east. 
 
Representative 
Viewpoints located 
within RSA: VPs 13 & 
14. VPs 10 & 12 are 
located near to the 
north-western fringes 
of this RSA 
 
Special Qualities: 
Varied and contrasting 
upland and valley 
scenery ranging from: 
Large, smooth steep-
sided domes with 
complex spurs of the 
and remote summits of 
the Lowther Hills; 
mosaic of rough 
grassland and heather 
moorland on higher 
ground; the wooded 
gorge of the Nith; 
pastoral character of 
the enclosed Nithsdale 

Within 10 km of the Proposed 
Development there are some 
large scattered areas of T.V. 
across northern parts of the 
designated area, concentrated 
on the River Nith Valley which 
provides the setting to 
Sanquhar.  
 
Beyond 10 km from the 
Proposed Development, there 
are some scattered patches of 
T.V. on the higher hill slopes to 
the east of Sanquhar and 
further to the south-east across 
the Lowther Hills. 
 
Isolated and scattered small 
patches of T.V. lie across open 
summits to the south. 

The River Nith corridor, which lies to the 
east of the Proposed Development, is a 
well-settled valley landscape. Larger 
settlements such as Sanquhar are 
framed by pastoral fields which are 
frequently punctuated by woodland 
blocks. Combined with the well-
vegetated corridors of the River Nith, 
the A76 and the railway line, views up 
the valley sides towards the uplands are 
mostly obscured or contained. It is from 
the higher valley slopes above Sanquhar 
where open views out of the designated 
area are obtained.  
 
Views out from the RSA to the south are 
frequently screened by blocks of 
forest/plantations. Where views are 
available from these areas, the Proposed 
Development will be seen within the 
same horizontal extent as the 
operational Hare Hill and Sanquhar 
Community Wind Farms and the 
consented Sanquhar Six Wind Farms. 

Sensitivity to change: High to Medium 
 
High levels of mature tree cover across 
the designated area of the Nithsdale 
Valley, localised landform and built 
form foreshorten most potential views 
to the Proposed Development from 
the RSA and the often intricate and 
settled qualities would be largely 
unaffected. Within 10 km from the 
Proposed Development, views are 
often contained and the influence of 
the wider landscape on the designated 
landscape is minimised. 
  
Beyond 10 km, any effects will lessen 
with distance and elevation. The 
introduction of vertical components 
will contrast with the characteristic 
smooth, steep-sided domes, complex 
spurs and ridges and detract from the 
semi-natural character of the rough 
grassland and moorland on higher 
ground. However, operational/ 
consented wind farms already form an 
established component within the 
landscape which surrounds and 
provides the context for the RSA. The 
qualities of the RSA designation will 

Moderate to 
Moderate- 
Minor within 10 
km 
 
Not Significant 
 

Negligible 
beyond 10 km 
 
Not Significant 

The effect upon 
the integrity 
and special 
qualities of this 
designation are 
assessed to be 
Not Significant 
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Landscape Receptor; 
Distance 
Direction from 
Development 

Theoretical Visibility (T.V.) 
based on the ZTV (Figures 6.2-
6.5) 

Potential Visibility based on desk based 
study, site visit and representative 
viewpoints 

Sensitivity to Change  
Description of Effect 
Magnitude of Impact 

Significance of 
Effect 

valley; and, the strong 
pattern of stone dykes 
and streamside 
woodlands. 

barely be further affected and the 
integrity will not be significantly 
affected by the introduction of the 
Proposed Development.  
 
Magnitude of impact: Low and 
diminishing with distance 
 

Special Landscape Areas / Sensitive Landscape Areas 

Blackcraig Sensitive 
Landscape Area 
 
2km, west 
 
Representative 
Viewpoints located 
within SLA: 15 & 16 
 
Special Qualities: 
Elevated areas of 
remote upland; 
Mosaic of open hillside 
and coniferous 
plantations and often 
exposed interlocking 
summits; 
Smooth, rounded 
summits; 
Series of distinctive 
glacial valleys including 
hanging valleys, 

Within 4 km of the Proposed 
Development, a large, almost 
continuous area of T.V. extends 
across the eastern slopes of the 
Knipe, Hare Hill, Laglass Hill and 
Blackcraig Hill. 
 
A few small isolated patches of 
T.V are identified across areas 
of forestry within the landscape 
beyond 4 km from the 
Proposed Development site. 

Potential visibility of the Proposed 
Development will be largely screened by 
adjacent areas of coniferous plantations 
and forests. Hare Hill Wind Farm and its 
extension are located within the 
boundary of this SLA and strongly 
influence the character of the 
designation.  
 
From elevated open summits such as 
Blackcraig Hill, upper parts of the 
Proposed Development will be visible 
and will extend the influence of wind 
farms across this landscape.  

Sensitivity to change: High to Medium 
 
Intervening areas of forestry and 
plantations and the influence Hare Hill 
Wind Farm and Hare Hill Extension 
already exerts on the qualities by 
adding movement into a relatively still 
backdrop and contrasting with the 
smooth slopes and rounded summits. 
The Proposed Development will add 
further movement but in the same 
field of view as the existing wind 
turbines which reduce the effects the 
addition of the Proposed Development 
will have on the SLA. The more 
intimate character and qualities of the 
series of glacial valleys will remain 
largely unaffected. Within this context 
of existing man-made features and 
given that the Proposed Development 
will add to man-made influences from 
a small portion of the designated 
landscape, the qualities and integrity 

Moderate to 
Moderate-
Minor  
 
Not Significant 

Rising to: 
Major-
Moderate to 
Moderate in a 
localised area 
 
Significant 

Given the small 
proportion of 
this designated 
landscape that 
is significantly 
affected, 
overall, the 
integrity and 
special qualities 
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Landscape Receptor; 
Distance 
Direction from 
Development 

Theoretical Visibility (T.V.) 
based on the ZTV (Figures 6.2-
6.5) 

Potential Visibility based on desk based 
study, site visit and representative 
viewpoints 

Sensitivity to Change  
Description of Effect 
Magnitude of Impact 

Significance of 
Effect 

waterfalls, crags and 
screes. 

of the SLA designation will only be 
marginally affected (indirect effect).  
 
The magnitude of impact will increase 
across Blackcraig Hill summit as the 
presence of the Proposed 
Development in views influences the 
character of the landscape as the 
topography rises. 
Magnitude of Impact: Low rising to 
Medium across Blackcraig Hill summit. 

of this 
designation are 
assessed to be 
Not Significant 
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Landscape Receptor; 
Distance 
Direction from 
Development 

Theoretical Visibility (T.V.) 
based on the ZTV (Figures 6.2-
6.5) 

Potential Visibility based on desk based 
study, site visit and representative 
viewpoints 

Sensitivity to Change  
Description of Effect 
Magnitude of Impact 

Significance of 
Effect 

East Ayrshire Upland 
Hills Sensitive 
Landscape Area 
5km, north 
 
Special Qualities: 
Varied and contrasting 
upland plateau 
moorland and settled 
upland river valleys; 
Extensive plateau and 
soft contoured ridges; 
Expansive, open, 
exposed and wild 
characteristics;  
Contrasts with the 
small- scale, narrow, 
wooded valleys  

Within 10 km of the Proposed 
Development, a continuous 
linear patch of T.V stretches 
across the upper southern 
slopes of Glenmuir Water 
valley. 
 
Beyond 10 km, a large linear 
area and a few smaller patches 
of T.V are located on the upper 
northern slopes of the valley 
including across Wardlaw Hill.  
 
Several large areas of T.V are 
also located in lowland areas 
within the River Ayr valley at 
distances of more than 15 km 
from the Proposed 
Development.  

The plateau of upland moorland which 
lies on the north side of the River Nith 
valley opposite the Proposed 
Development is covered with an area of 
large coniferous forest. This mature tree 
cover effectively contains views from 
the fringes of the SLA, as well as 
obscuring views from within the 
northern part of the Glenmuir Valley, 
further to the north. 
 
From lowland areas to the north-west 
there may be infrequent distant (more 
than 15km) panoramic views towards 
the upland hills where the Proposed 
Development will form a very small 
component within the landscape.  
 
The landscape which lies between these 
upland areas and the Proposed 
Development has been intensively 
modified by mining operations and 
commercial forestry. 

Sensitivity to change: High to Medium 
 
The Proposed Development will 
contrast with the simple landscape 
and natural and untamed qualities of 
the fringes of this SLA. However, due 
to increased distances, where visible, 
the Proposed Development will be 
perceived at a similar scale and 
elevation to the existing/consented 
wind farms and form a cluster with 
Hare Hill, Harehill Extension, Sanquhar 
Community, Sanquhar Six, Whiteside 
Hill and Glenmuckloch wind farms. The 
wooded characteristics and settled 
qualities of the small-scale valleys will 
be unaffected. The Proposed 
Development will have limited effect 
(if any) on the qualities and features of 
the SLA which is already heavily 
influenced by man due to the 
introduction of former mining 
operations, commercial forestry and 
wind farms present within the 
intervening landscape. 
 
Magnitude of impact: Negligible 

Negligible; 
 
Not Significant 
 
The integrity 
and special 
qualities of this 
designation will 
not be 
significantly 
affected. 
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Table 6.7 - Assessment of Residual Effects on Landscape Character Types (LCT) / Landscape Character Areas / Units 

Landscape Character 
Type (LCT) / Landscape 
Character Areas / 
Units; Approximate 
Distance 
Direction from 
Development 

Theoretical Visibility (T.V.) 
based on the ZTV (Figures 6.2-
6.5) 

Potential Visibility based on desk based 
study, site visit and representative 
viewpoints 

Sensitivity to Change  
Description of Effect 
Magnitude of Impact 

Significance of 
Effect 

Upper Dale (Valley) LCT 
– Upper Nithsdale Unit 
 
Turbine numbers 1-5, 
9, 10, 13, 14, 17, 18, 24 
are located within this 
unit. 
 
Representative 
Viewpoints located 
within this LCT: 1-4,6, 
9-11 

The majority of the Upper 
Nithsdale landscape unit has 
T.V of the Proposed 
Development within 10 km of 
the development area, with the 
exception of several lower-lying 
areas on the valley floor and 
lower slopes where views are 
contained by localised steep 
landform. 
 
Areas of T.V. are present 
between 10-15 km from the 
Proposed Development, around 
the setting to Mennock. Here, 
T.V. extends up the valley sides 
where open hill tops afford 
panoramic views across the 
settled Nithsdale valley towards 
the southern uplands, providing 

Within 10 km of the Proposed 
Development, actual visibility will be 
reduced and occasionally 
filtered/screened or obscured by a 
combination of localised landform, 
mature vegetation cover associated with 
the natural corridor of the river and the 
man-made linear features of the railway 
line and the A76 as well as the built form 
of settlements and the high number of 
single dispersed farmsteads and small 
clusters that are found along the lower 
valley slopes. This occurs predominantly 
to the east of the Proposed 
Development (as illustrated in VPs: 6 & 
11) where views along and out of the 
Nithsdale Valley are more restricted. 
This screening will reduce the influence 
of the Proposed Development on the 

Sensitivity: High 
 
From the northern side of the valley 
and from higher open valley slopes 
above Sanquhar the proposed 
development forms a dominant 
feature above the valley. The Proposed 
Development forms a cluster with 
other operational /consented wind 
farms in the area (Sanquhar 
Community, Sanquhar Six, Whiteside 
Hill and Twentyshilling Hill) and whilst 
there remains some space between 
the proposals and the settled lower 
valley the Proposed Development 
forms a dominant component within 
the landscape. From these areas, the 
Proposed Development contributes to 
the influence of man on the landscape 
of the Nithsdale Valley.  

Major-
Moderate 
within 7 km; 
 
Significant 

Moderate 
between 7-
15 km;  
 
Significant 
 
 

Negligible 
beyond 15 km; 
 
Not Significant 
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Landscape Character 
Type (LCT) / Landscape 
Character Areas / 
Units; Approximate 
Distance 
Direction from 
Development 

Theoretical Visibility (T.V.) 
based on the ZTV (Figures 6.2-
6.5) 

Potential Visibility based on desk based 
study, site visit and representative 
viewpoints 

Sensitivity to Change  
Description of Effect 
Magnitude of Impact 

Significance of 
Effect 

a contrasting backdrop to the 
lush pastoral well-settled 
landscape of the Nithsdale 
Valley.  
 
The majority of the Upper 
Nithsdale beyond 15 km from 
the site has no T.V. of the 
Proposed Development  

character of the wider landscape of the 
Upper Nithsdale unit. 
 
From some elevated and open slopes 
above Sanquhar, which lie to the east 
and to the north of the Proposed 
Development, the full extent of the 
proposals are realised. The presence of 
wind farm development on the fringes 
of the uplands forms a backdrop to the 
valley and, in combination with mining 
operations and geometric blocks of 
plantation woodland, adds a man-made 
layer to the landscape which strongly 
influences the character of the settled 
rural valley.  
 
The Proposed Development further 
contributes to this influence as it is 
partially located within the valley 
landscape and acts as a scale indicator 
within the transitional landscape that 
lies between the upland area to the 
south and the settled valley below.  

At greater distances, the Proposed 
Development is viewed within the 
wider landscape context, where the 
Southern Upland landscape provides 
an expansive backdrop. The Proposed 
Development relates to this landscape 
scale and does not dominate the 
settled and smaller scale of the valley 
below.  
 
Magnitude of impact: Medium within 
7 km of the Proposed Development, 
reducing to Low at distances of 
between 7-15 km, and Negligible 
beyond. 

A limited 
proportion of 
the landscape 
unit will be 
significantly 
affected. Given 
this limited 
extent of 
change, the 
underlying 
intrinsic 
character and 
qualities of this 
unit beyond 7 
km will not be 
significantly 
affected. 

Southern Uplands with 
Forest LCT – Ken Unit 
 
Turbine numbers 6-8, 
11, 12, 15, 16, 19-23 

Within 3 km of the Proposed 
Development there is an almost 
continuous area of T.V, 
predominantly located across a 
coniferous plantation.  

Coniferous plantations across this 
landscape unit will screen a high degree 
of visibility and filter/obscure other 
areas of visibility towards the upper 

Sensitivity to change: Medium 
 
Given the large scale of the receiving 
landscape and the presence of large 
geometric blocks of plantations and 

Moderate 
within 3 km; 
 
Significant 
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Landscape Character 
Type (LCT) / Landscape 
Character Areas / 
Units; Approximate 
Distance 
Direction from 
Development 

Theoretical Visibility (T.V.) 
based on the ZTV (Figures 6.2-
6.5) 

Potential Visibility based on desk based 
study, site visit and representative 
viewpoints 

Sensitivity to Change  
Description of Effect 
Magnitude of Impact 

Significance of 
Effect 

are located within this 
unit. 
 

Between 3 – 6 km, there are 
several small areas of T.V. 
located mainly on the western 
fringes of Graystone Hill, and 
patches across areas of 
coniferous plantations located 
upon this hill and Wham Rig.  
 
Beyond this, T.V is reduced to 
almost none across the area of 
this unit, with the exception of 
two small patches located 
across areas of coniferous 
plantation.   

parts of some of the Proposed 
Development turbines.  
 
Sanquhar Six Wind Farm is located 
within this landscape unit and Sanquhar 
Community Wind Farm is located 
adjacent to the eastern edge of this unit. 

forests as well as other existing man-
made elements (such as operational 
wind farms) the introduction of the 
Proposed Development will not 
influence the defining characteristics 
of the Ken unit of the Southern 
Uplands to the extent that they are 
changed or altered. 
 
Magnitude of Impact: Medium within 
3 km of the Proposed Development, 
reducing to Low between 3 – 6 km; 
Negligible beyond this distance 
 
 

Dropping to 
Moderate-
Minor between 
3 – 6 km; 
 
Not Significant 
 

Negligible 
beyond 6 km; 
 
Not Significant 

Southern Uplands LCT 
– Nithsdale Unit 
 
0.2 km, south-east 
Representative 
viewpoints located 
within this LCT: 12 

Within 6 km there are a few 
large areas of T.V located across 
Hog Hill, Black Hill and Brunt Rig 
as well as several smaller 
patches across the north-facing 
slopes of Whiteside Hill and 
Mid Rig. 

A combination of coniferous blocks and 
localised landform contain this 
landscape unit particularly near 
Kelloholm and around both the Euchan 
Water and Kello Water corridors which 
dissect the unit on a broadly north-east 
to south-west axis, and restrict 
influences from the wider area. From 

Sensitivity to change: Medium 
 
Given the large scale of the receiving 
landscape which contains large 
geometric blocks of coniferous 
plantations and broadleaved 
woodland as well as other man-
influenced characteristics (operational 

Moderate to 
Moderate-
Minor within 6 
km; 
 
Not Significant 
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Landscape Character 
Type (LCT) / Landscape 
Character Areas / 
Units; Approximate 
Distance 
Direction from 
Development 

Theoretical Visibility (T.V.) 
based on the ZTV (Figures 6.2-
6.5) 

Potential Visibility based on desk based 
study, site visit and representative 
viewpoints 

Sensitivity to Change  
Description of Effect 
Magnitude of Impact 

Significance of 
Effect 

Within 6-10 km of the Proposed 
Development, several areas of 
T.V are located across the open 
slopes of Cairn Hill and 
Corridow Hill near part of the 
route of the Southern Upland 
Way. Beyond this there are a 
few isolated small patches of 
T.V across hill facing slopes. 

higher ground within the unit open, 
expansive and panoramic views extend 
across the large scale landscape towards 
the Proposed Development, and the 
influence of the wind farm on the 
landscape increases. 
 
Sanquhar Community and Whiteside Hill 
Wind Farms are located within this unit. 
Sanquhar Six is located adjacent to the 
western edge of this unit. They form 
key, large scale features. 

wind farms located within this unit and 
large scale former mining operations) 
the introduction of the Proposed 
Development will not change the 
underlying or defining characteristics 
of the Nithsdale unit of the Southern 
Uplands. 
 
Magnitude: Medium to Low within 6 
km of the Proposed Development, 
reducing to Negligible beyond this. 
 

Negligible 
beyond 6 km; 
 
Not Significant 

Southern Uplands LCT 
(This LCT is not split 
into areas/units in East 
Ayrshire) 
 
2.1 km, west 
 
Representative 
viewpoints located 
within this LCT: 15 

Large extent of T.V. lies across 
the north-facing slopes of 
Blackcraig Hill within 6 km of 
the Proposed Development. No 
other areas of T.V. exist across 
the LCT. 

Hare Hill and Hare Hill Extension is 
located within the Southern Uplands LCT 
and will be visible in the foreground of 
any views from this landscape type 
towards the Proposed Development. 
Sanquhar Six is located adjacent to this 
unit. 
 
A large portion of T.V. is located 
adjacent to a large area of coniferous 
forest which will, in reality, obscure a 
high degree of these views and 
therefore will reduce the influence of 
the Proposed Development on this 

Sensitivity: High-Medium 
 
A large portion of views are screened 
by the area of coniferous forest. 
Where there are open views from the 
summit of Blackcraig Hill the Proposed 
Development will be a large 
component within the context of other 
operational wind farms located in a 
similar area of upland landscape. 
 
Magnitude of change: Low rising to 
Medium across Blackcraig Hill summit 
 

Major-
Moderate to 
Moderate from 
Blackcraig Hill 
Summit; 
 
Significant  

Moderate to 
Moderate-
Minor across 
the majority of 
the LCT; 
 
Not Significant 
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Landscape Character 
Type (LCT) / Landscape 
Character Areas / 
Units; Approximate 
Distance 
Direction from 
Development 

Theoretical Visibility (T.V.) 
based on the ZTV (Figures 6.2-
6.5) 

Potential Visibility based on desk based 
study, site visit and representative 
viewpoints 

Sensitivity to Change  
Description of Effect 
Magnitude of Impact 

Significance of 
Effect 

landscape. However, where open views 
are afforded, such as from Blackcraig Hill 
summit, the Proposed Development is 
likely to impact upon the landscape 
character. 

A limited 
proportion of 
this unit will be 
significantly 
affected. Given 
this limited 
extent of 
change, the 
underlying 
intrinsic 
character and 
qualities of this 
unit will not be 
significantly 
affected. 
 
Overall, Not 
Significant 

Upland River Valleys 
LCT – Nith Unit 
 
2.1 km, north-west 

A continuous area of T.V 
extends across the northern 
and eastern parts of this small 
landscape unit at a distance of 
between 2.1 to 7 km from the 
Proposed Development. 

Mature vegetation associated with the 
corridors of the railway line, the River 
Nith and the A76 (all located within this 
landscape unit) combined with the 
locally complex landform (particularly 

Sensitivity: High 
 
The Proposed Development, where 
visible, will sit above the valley and on 
the fringes of the large scale upland 
landscape. Hare Hill Wind Farm lies 

Moderate in 
some northern 
areas 
(localised); 
 
Significant  
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Landscape Character 
Type (LCT) / Landscape 
Character Areas / 
Units; Approximate 
Distance 
Direction from 
Development 

Theoretical Visibility (T.V.) 
based on the ZTV (Figures 6.2-
6.5) 

Potential Visibility based on desk based 
study, site visit and representative 
viewpoints 

Sensitivity to Change  
Description of Effect 
Magnitude of Impact 

Significance of 
Effect 

along the A76) will interrupt and screen 
some views to the development.  

along the same skyline at a similar 
scale. Occasionally, vegetation and the 
locally complex landform reduce the 
influence of the development on the 
landscape, particularly in southern 
parts. 
 
Magnitude of change: Low in northern 
parts; Negligible in southern parts 
 

Reducing to 
Negligible in 
southern parts; 
 
Not Significant 

Southern Uplands LCT 
– North West Lowther 
Unit 
 
3.5 km, north 
 
Representative 
viewpoints located 
within this LCT: 5, 7, 13 
& 14 

Continuous area of T.V. stretch 
across the south facing slopes 
above the Nithsdale Valley at 
distances of between 5 - 7 km 
from the Proposed 
Development. A few small 
patches of T.V. lie across the 
open slopes of Kirkland Hill and 
Tod Holes Hill at a distance of 
between 7 -10 km from the 
development site.  
 

The Proposed Development will become 
a feature in the landscape from the 
south-facing fringes of this upland 
landscape, viewed across the Nithsdale 
Valley with the Southern Uplands 
forming the expansive background. 
 
Consented Glenmuckloch wind farm is 
located within this unit, exerting an 
influence on the local characteristics of 
this unit. 

Sensitivity: Medium 
 
From the northern side of the valley 
and higher open valley slopes above 
Sanquhar the Proposed Development 
forms a large component above the 
valley. The Proposed Development 
forms a cluster with other operational 
or consented wind farms in the area 
(Sanquhar Community, Sanquhar Six, 
Whiteside Hill, Hare Hill and Hare Hill 
Extension). Within this context the 
Proposed Development does not 

Moderate to 
Moderate-
Minor within 
7 km; 
 
Not Significant 
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Landscape Character 
Type (LCT) / Landscape 
Character Areas / 
Units; Approximate 
Distance 
Direction from 
Development 

Theoretical Visibility (T.V.) 
based on the ZTV (Figures 6.2-
6.5) 

Potential Visibility based on desk based 
study, site visit and representative 
viewpoints 

Sensitivity to Change  
Description of Effect 
Magnitude of Impact 

Significance of 
Effect 

Several scattered areas of T.V. 
are also present across Conrig 
Hill and Coupland Knowe, 
within the eastern part of the 
North West Lowther unit at 
distances of between 10-20 km 
from the Proposed 
Development.  

introduce an uncharacteristic feature 
into the landscape, and would sit 
within the wider context of the 
expansive Southern Uplands. The 
Proposed Development would relate 
to its wider context, and would not 
dominate the settled smaller scale of 
the valley below. 
 
Magnitude of change: Medium to Low 
within 7 km dropping to Negligible 
beyond. 

Negligible 
beyond; 
 
Not Significant 

Plateau Moorland with 
Forest LCT – Clocklowie 
Unit 
 
4 km, north 

Several patches of T.V. are 
scattered across this small 
landscape unit, mostly located 
within areas of coniferous 
forest. 

Actual visibility of the Proposed 
Development will be largely screened by 
mature tree cover. A very small area of 
this unit adjacent to the Upper Nithsdale 
valley area has no tree cover and open 
views towards the Proposed 
Development will be available. 

Sensitivity to change: High-Medium 
 
A very small area of this landscape unit 
will be affected where the Proposed 
Development will be introduce new 
landscape components along the 
skyline at a similar elevation and scale 
to existing wind farms in close 
proximity to the east and west. The 
defining characteristics of the 
Clocklowie unit will barely change 
given that the unit is already 
influenced by the existing level of wind 
farm development. 
 
Magnitude: Negligible 

Negligible; 
 
Not Significant 
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Landscape Character 
Type (LCT) / Landscape 
Character Areas / 
Units; Approximate 
Distance 
Direction from 
Development 

Theoretical Visibility (T.V.) 
based on the ZTV (Figures 6.2-
6.5) 

Potential Visibility based on desk based 
study, site visit and representative 
viewpoints 

Sensitivity to Change  
Description of Effect 
Magnitude of Impact 

Significance of 
Effect 

 

Plateau Moorland LCT 
(This LCT is not split 
into areas/units in East 
Ayrshire) 
 
 
6.0 km, north 
 
 

Several large and some smaller 
patches of T.V. are present, 
scattered across the tops and 
south facing slopes of 
Craigdullyheart Hill and West 
Fordibban Hill.  
 
 

Actual visibility (and therefore influence) 
of the Proposed Development will be 
reduced due to screening afforded by 
the adjacent area of forestry. Higher, 
open summits further north will 
experience open, panoramic views at a 
distance of 10-12 km from the Proposed 
Development site. 

Sensitivity to change: High-Medium 
 
 
More elevated areas of the plateau 
will be influenced by the presence of 
all of the proposed turbines. However, 
due to the distance from the Proposed 
Development, and the presence of 
operational wind farms of a similar 
scale and elevation which form a 
cluster around the Proposed 
Development, the influence on the 
characteristics of the plateau 
moorland will be low.  
 
Magnitude of impact: Low 

Moderate to 
Moderate-
Minor 
 
Not Significant 

Upland Basin LCT  
(This LCT is not split 
into areas/units in East 
Ayrshire) 
 
6.5 km, west-north-
west 
Representative 
Viewpoint located 
within this LCT: 16 

The northern part of the upland 
basin landscape (which includes 
the A76 and railway corridors, 
the settlements of New 
Cumnock and Pathhead and the 
River Nith Valley) has almost 
continuous coverage of T.V, at a 
distance of between 7-13 km 
from the Proposed 
Development.  

Intervening areas of localised 
topography, built form, mature 
vegetation and woodland blocks aid in 
filtering and often screening views 
towards the proposed site. This LCT is 
strongly influenced and characterised by 
past coal mining and mineral extraction 
which is evident in the foreground of 
most views. In combination with the 
pattern of emerging wind farm 
development which would form a 
cluster with the Proposed Development 

Sensitivity to change: High 
 
Given the high degree of man’s 
influence on this LCT and the low 
levels of actual visibility of the Sandy 
Knowe Wind Farm, the characteristics 
of this LCT will not be significantly 
affected by the Proposed 
Development. 
 
Magnitude: Low to Negligible 
 

Moderate to 
Negligible 
 
 
Not Significant 
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Landscape Character 
Type (LCT) / Landscape 
Character Areas / 
Units; Approximate 
Distance 
Direction from 
Development 

Theoretical Visibility (T.V.) 
based on the ZTV (Figures 6.2-
6.5) 

Potential Visibility based on desk based 
study, site visit and representative 
viewpoints 

Sensitivity to Change  
Description of Effect 
Magnitude of Impact 

Significance of 
Effect 

man’s influence within the landscape is 
evident and therefore the characteristics 
of this LCT will only be marginally 
affected. 

Upland Glen LCT – Scar 
Unit 
 
7.5 km, south-east 

A few very small areas of T.V. 
located at distances of between 
7-15 km from the Proposed 
Development. 

Localised complex landform and riparian 
planting will contain the small amount of 
actual visibility of the Proposed 
Development, restricting its influence 
across this unit. 

Sensitivity to change: High 
Magnitude: Negligible 
 
Due to the restricted influence across 
this unit, the Proposed Development 
will barely affect, if at all, the 
characteristics and qualities of the Scar 
Unit. 

Negligible 
 
Not Significant 

Upland River Valleys 
LCT – Glenmuir Unit 
 
8.0 km, north-west 

A few small patches of T.V. near 
the open cast workings of Low 
Moss, located at a distance of 
between 13-14 km from the 
Proposed Development. 

Numerous small woodland blocks, 
shelterbelts and riparian planting along 
the Glenmuir Water will restrict the 
majority views to the Proposed 
Development as well as restrict its 
influence on the character of the LCU. 

Sensitivity to change: High 
 
At this distance, and where visible, the 
Proposed Development will form a 
small component along an extensive 
skyline in the middle distance, where 
views of other operational wind farms 
are present. 
 
Magnitude: Negligible 
 

Negligible 
 
Not Significant 

Plateau Moorland LCT 
– Western Plateau Unit 
 
10.0 km, north 
 

Several small patches of T.V. lie 
mostly within areas of 
coniferous forest. A few 
patches lie across open 
summits. 

Mature tree cover screens some 
visibility. Where the Proposed 
Development is visible from open 
summits, due to distance between 11-12 
km away, it will form a small component 
within a large scale upland landscape.  

Sensitivity to change: Medium 
 
At this distance the Proposed 
Development will form a small 
component along an extensive skyline 
in the middle distance, where views of 

Negligible  
 
Not Significant 
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Landscape Character 
Type (LCT) / Landscape 
Character Areas / 
Units; Approximate 
Distance 
Direction from 
Development 

Theoretical Visibility (T.V.) 
based on the ZTV (Figures 6.2-
6.5) 

Potential Visibility based on desk based 
study, site visit and representative 
viewpoints 

Sensitivity to Change  
Description of Effect 
Magnitude of Impact 

Significance of 
Effect 

other operational wind farms are 
present. 
 
Magnitude: Negligible 

Upland Glen LCT – 
Mennock Unit 
 
12.0 km, east 

Several large patches of T.V lie 
across this very small landscape 
unit, located at a distance of 
between 12-17 km from the 
Proposed Development. 

The locally complex landform will 
contain the majority of views from 
within this unit. Where the Proposed 
Development is visible, the development 
will form a small component within a 
large scale upland landscape at a 
distance of over 12 km. 

Sensitivity to change: High 
 
 
At this distance the Proposed 
Development will form a small 
component along an extensive skyline 
in the middle distance, where views of 
other operational wind farms are 
present. 
 
Magnitude: Negligible 

Negligible  
 
Not Significant 

Ayrshire Lowlands LCT 
(This LCT is not split 
into areas/units in East 
Ayrshire) 
 
12.0 km, north-west 

A few large areas of T.V across 
farmland to the south to south-
west of Cumnock over 12 km 
away. A large patch of T.V. 
along the railway corridor over 
20 km from the Proposed 
Development. 

Numerous small woodland blocks and 
shelterbelts defining the strongly 
working agricultural landscape and 
other intervening elements such as the 
A76 corridor and the railway line will 
contain and interrupt a large extent of 
visibility towards the Southern Upland 
skyline which sits in the middle distance, 
approximately 12 km from the closest 
part of this LCT. 

Sensitivity to change: High 
 
Where visible, the Proposed 
Development will fit comfortably 
within the scale of the receiving 
landscape and will not further 
influence the underlying or defining 
characteristics of Ayrshire Lowlands 
LCT in East Ayrshire. 
 
Magnitude: Negligible 

Negligible 
 
Not Significant 
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6.11.9 The table below summarises the effects on the Landscape Designations in the study area. 

Table 6.8 - Summary of Predicted Effects on Landscape Designations in the 35km Study 
Area 

Landscape Designation Residual Effect and Significance 

Thornhill Uplands Regional Scenic Area 
(RSA) 

Moderate to Moderate-Minor;  
Integrity and special qualities of this designated 
landscape will not be significantly affected. 
Not Significant. 

Blackcraig Sensitive Landscape Area Moderate to Moderate-Minor; rising to Major-
Moderate to Moderate locally; Overall the integrity 
and special qualities of this designated landscape will 
not be significantly affected.  
Not Significant 

East Ayrshire Uplands Sensitive Landscape 
Area 

Negligible;  
Integrity and special qualities of this designated 
landscape will not be significantly affected. 
Not Significant. 

 

6.11.10 The table below summarises the effects on the Landscape Character in the study area. 

Table 6.9 - Summary of Predicted Effects on Landscape Character in the 35 km Study Area 

Landscape 
Character Type 

Landscape 
Character Area 
/ Unit 

Local Council 
Area 

Residual Effect and Significance 

Within 5 km of the Proposed Development 

Upper Dale 
(Valley) 

Upper Nithsdale Dumfries and 
Galloway 

Major-Moderate within 7 km; Significant. 
Moderate between 7-15 km and reducing 
to Negligible beyond 15 km; Overall Not 
Significant beyond 7 km 

Southern Uplands 
with Forest 

Ken Dumfries and 
Galloway 

Moderate within 3 km; Significant. 
Reducing to Moderate-Minor between 3 - 
6 km; Negligible beyond 6 km; Not 
Significant 

Southern Uplands Nithsdale Dumfries and 
Galloway 

Moderate to Moderate-Minor within 6 
km; Not Significant. 
Negligible beyond 6 km; Not Significant 

Southern Uplands N/A East Ayrshire Moderate to Moderate-Minor rising to 
Major-Moderate to Moderate (localised); 
Overall, Not Significant 

Upland River 
Valleys 

Nith East Ayrshire Moderate in some northern parts 
(localised); Significant. 
Negligible in southern parts; Not 
Significant 

Southern Uplands North West 
Lowther 

Dumfries and 
Galloway 

Moderate to Moderate-Minor within 7 
km; Negligible beyond; Not Significant  

Plateau Moorland 
with Forest 

Clocklowie East Ayrshire Negligible; Not Significant 

Between 5 – 10 km from the Proposed Development 

Plateau Moorland N/A East Ayrshire Moderate to Moderate-Minor; Not 
Significant 

Upland Basin  N/A East Ayrshire Moderate to Negligible; Not Significant 

Upland Glen Scar Dumfries and 
Galloway 

Negligible; Not Significant 
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Landscape 
Character Type 

Landscape 
Character Area 
/ Unit 

Local Council 
Area 

Residual Effect and Significance 

Upland River 
Valleys 

Glenmuir East Ayrshire Negligible; Not Significant 

Between 10 – 15 km from the Proposed Development 

Plateau Moorland Western 
Plateau 

South 
Lanarkshire 

Negligible; Not Significant 

Upland Glen Mennock Dumfries and 
Galloway 

Negligible; Not Significant 

Ayrshire Lowlands N/A East Ayrshire Negligible; Not Significant 

6.12 Assessment of Proposed Development Residual Effects on 

Visual Receptors 

6.12.1 The ZTVs (Figures 6.2 – 6.5) have been used to illustrate the parts of the study area that have 

the potential to experience visual effects of the proposed turbines. The ZTV responds to the 

undulations of the landscape and clearly demonstrates how these limit visibility. As 

described in Appendix 6-1 – LVIA Methodology, the ZTV does not take account of local 

landform, built form or vegetation. For this reason, it is purely theoretical and is accurate in 

so far as it is definite about where there will be no visibility at all. Where theoretical visibility 

is indicated, the local landform associated with the roads and rail corridors, the urban form 

within settlements, and the vegetation cover, blocks of woodland, plantations, and trees in 

the landscape, all have the potential to reduce the visibility of the Proposed Development 

even further. The assessment of effects on visual receptors takes cognisance of this. 

Settlements 

6.12.2 The likely visual effects of the Proposed Development on clusters of properties and 

settlements within a 15 km radius from the site are assessed in this section. The visual 

amenity of individual properties within a 2 km radius study area is assessed within Chapter 

15 of the EIA Report (Residential Visual Amenity Assessment), and is not repeated in this 

section. 

Table 6.10 - Visual Assessment of Settlements 

Settlement and 
Distance/ 
Direction from 
Nearest Turbine 

Theoretical Visibility 
(T.V.) 

Sensitivity to Change and  
Magnitude of Change 

Residual 
Effect and 
Significance 

Within 5 km of the Proposed Development 

The Knowe 
Farm Cluster; 
2.4 km; north-
east 
 
Viewpoint 3 
represents a 
worse-case 
direct, open 
view from the 
west edge of 
cluster 

Property cluster has 
full T.V. of all 
proposed turbines. 
All hubs and blades 
theoretically visible 
above the skyline; 
towers partly 
backclothed.  
 
All properties except 
The Knowe 
Farmhouse have 

Sensitivity: High 
 
The built form and outbuildings 
associated with The Knowe Farm screen 
views from the cottages which sit to the 
north of the farmstead. Open, semi-
oblique views towards all of the turbines 
are present from the dwelling on the 
eastern edge of the cluster and from 
parts of The Knowe farmhouse, although 
garden vegetation will filter some of 
these views. 

Major-
Moderate to 
Major; 
  
Significant 
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Settlement and 
Distance/ 
Direction from 
Nearest Turbine 

Theoretical Visibility 
(T.V.) 

Sensitivity to Change and  
Magnitude of Change 

Residual 
Effect and 
Significance 

semi-direct/direct 
theoretical views of 
the Proposed 
Development. 
There are no open 
spaces or parks 
within this cluster. 

The Proposed Development is located 
within a ‘gap’ between operational 
turbines. 
 
Magnitude: Medium-High 
 

Kirkconnel; 
2.6 km, north-
east 

Majority of the 
village has T.V of all 
turbines, with most 
hubs and blades 
above the skyline. 
Mostly semi-oblique 
and oblique 
theoretical views 
with a small number 
of direct views from 
properties located on 
the western fringes 
of Kirkconnel and 
from areas of open 
space along the river 
corridor and on the 
western and 
southern fringes. 

Sensitivity: Medium, rising to High on 
western fringes 
 
Built form, mature garden boundary 
features and mature vegetation 
associated with the A76, the railway line 
and the River Nith contain a high degree 
of views towards the Proposed 
Development from within Kirkconnel. 
Localised intervening landform, mature 
vegetation cover and riparian planting 
along the River Nith aid in 
filtering/screening obscure views from 
properties on the western edge and 
from areas of open space adjacent to 
the river. 
 
Magnitude: Low, rising to Medium on 
the southern and western fringes of the 
village 
 

Moderate-
Minor for 
the majority 
of the 
village; 
 
Not 
Significant 
 
Major-
Moderate 
on the 
southern 
and western 
fringes; 
 
Significant 

Kelloholm; 
2.7 km, north-
east 
Viewpoint 6 
represents a 
worse-case 
direct, open 
view from the 
south edge of 
village 

Majority of the 
village has T.V of all 
turbines with most 
hubs and blades 
above the skyline. 
Hubs and towers of 
several outerlying 
turbines screened by 
landform. Views from 
properties to the 
development site are 
a mix of semi-oblique 

Sensitivity: Medium rising to High for 
properties on the western fringes 
 
Built form, mature garden boundary 
features and mature vegetation 
associated with the River Nith contain 
the majority of views towards the 
Proposed Development from within 
Kelloholm.  
 
Properties on the southern edge of the 
village have oblique views to the 

Moderate-
Minor for 
the majority 
of the 
village; 
 
Not 
Significant 
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Settlement and 
Distance/ 
Direction from 
Nearest Turbine 

Theoretical Visibility 
(T.V.) 

Sensitivity to Change and  
Magnitude of Change 

Residual 
Effect and 
Significance 

and oblique with 
several direct views 
on the western 
fringes of Kelloholm. 
Theoretical views 
from areas of open 
space within the 
centre of the village 
and extending to the 
southern fringes.  

development site, while several 
properties on the western fringe have 
direct views. Intervening landform, 
vegetation cover and built form across 
the village will aid in reducing views of 
the turbines. Local residents travelling 
along the minor road on the southern 
edge will have direct views of the 
Proposed Development when travelling 
west, as illustrated in Viewpoint 6, and 
views towards part of the turbines from 
the elevated area of open space as it 
extends through the village towards the 
southern fringes. 
 
Magnitude: Low rising to Medium for 
some southern and western fringes of 
the village 
 
 

Major-
Moderate 
for southern 
and western 
fringes; 
 
Significant 

Fauldhead Farm 
Cluster; 
2.9 km, north-
east 

All of cluster has T.V 
of all of the turbines. 
Properties will have a 
mix of semi-oblique 
and direct 
(theoretical) views. 
Areas of open space 
contained with 
garden curtilages to 
properties. 

Sensitivity: High 
 
Properties mostly comprise single storey 
dwellings which have a mix of 
orientation. Built form, mature garden 
boundary features and mature 
vegetation associated with the railway 
line aid in containing most views. A few 
properties on the southern fringes are 
orientated north-south towards the 
development. Views towards the 
turbines partly obscured by intervening 
built form and tree cover with upper 
parts visible on the local skyline.  
 
Magnitude: Low  
 

Moderate; 
 
Significant  
 

Kirkland Cluster; 
4.0 km, north-
east 

All of the cluster has 
T.V of all turbines 
with most hubs and 
blades visible above 
the skyline. 
Properties will have 
semi-oblique 
theoretical views of 
the Proposed 
Development. 
Areas of open space 
contained within 
garden curtilages to 
properties. 

Sensitivity: High 
 
Localised landform and mature tree 
cover associated with the properties will 
heavily filter/screen actual views of the 
Proposed Development from the cluster.  
 
Magnitude: Negligible 
 

Negligible; 
 
Not 
Significant 

Between 5 – 15 km of the Proposed Development 
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Settlement and 
Distance/ 
Direction from 
Nearest Turbine 

Theoretical Visibility 
(T.V.) 

Sensitivity to Change and  
Magnitude of Change 

Residual 
Effect and 
Significance 

New Cumnock; 
6.6km, west-
north-west 
 

The northern extent 
of the settlement has 
T.V of up to 4 
turbines with hubs 
and blades above the 
skyline. Properties 
located in this area 
are mostly orientated 
north-south, and 
would have oblique 
views of the 
Proposed 
Development. 
Areas of open space 
located within the 
centre of the town. 

Sensitivity: Medium 
 
Actual visibility from the town will be 
largely screened by built form, by 
intervening vegetation which defines the 
pastoral fields and by riparian planting 
along the Afton Water. 
Filtered glimpsed views towards part of 
the Proposed Development may be 
infrequently available as the receptor 
travels through the town. 
 
Magnitude: Negligible 
 

Negligible; 
 
Not 
Significant 

Crawick; 
6.7 km, east-
north-east 
 
Viewpoint 11 
represents a 
worse-case 
direct, open 
view from the 
Crawick Artland 
Centre, located 
on the north-
west edge of 
the village 
 
 

Ares of built form 
have theoretical 
visibility of all 
turbines, with hub 
and blades mostly 
visible above the 
skyline. The majority 
of properties within 
this settlement are 
orientated in a north-
west to south-east 
direction, and 
oblique views of the 
proposed 
development would 
be available.  
Informal areas of 
open space along the 
Crawick Water have 
limited areas of 
theoretical visibility. 

Sensitivity: Medium 
 
Local landform associated with the B740 
corridor and a high amount of mature 
vegetation cover found within the 
village and along the Crawick Water will 
screen the majority of potential oblique 
views. 
 
Magnitude: Negligible 
 

Negligible; 
 
Not 
Significant 

Sanquhar; 
6.8 km, east 
 
Viewpoints 8 
and 9 represent 
a worse-case 
direct, open 

Eastern parts of 
Sanquhar which 
includes a few 
pockets of open 
space has T.V of all 
turbines which are 
mostly backclothed, 
with a few blades 

Sensitivity: Medium 
 
The built form of Sanquhar and a large 
amount of mature vegetation within the 
open spaces and across the town, 
aligning small tributaries and fence lines 
within an agricultural landscape 
combined with localised topography will 

Moderate-
Minor for 
the majority 
of the town; 
 
Not 
Significant 
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Settlement and 
Distance/ 
Direction from 
Nearest Turbine 

Theoretical Visibility 
(T.V.) 

Sensitivity to Change and  
Magnitude of Change 

Residual 
Effect and 
Significance 

view from 
within the town 

visible above the 
skyline. The western 
extent of the 
settlement including 
Lorimer Park has T.V 
of up to 16 turbines 
with up to 10 hubs 
and blades visible 
above the skyline. 
Fringe properties, 
where views to the 
development site are 
clearer will have 
oblique views of the 
turbines. 

reduce the actual visibility of the 
Proposed Development from most of 
Sanquhar, particularly within the centre. 
From higher northern parts of the town, 
and where settlement aligns the A76, 
several properties will have semi-direct 
views towards the Proposed 
Development.  
 
Views from Lorimer Park on the western 
fringes will be filtered by mature tree 
cover around the periphery to the park. 
Where visible, the Proposed 
Development will be seen at a similar 
elevation and scale to operational or 
consented turbines at Sanquhar 
Community and Sanquhar Six Wind 
Farms, with Hare Hill and Hare Hill 
Extension Wind Farms beyond.  
 
Magnitude: Low rising to Medium for 
some properties lining the A76 corridor 
and a few properties in the northern 
part of the town. From areas of open 
space including Lorimer Park the 
magnitude is assessed to be Low. 
 

Rising to 
Moderate 
for 
settlement 
lining the 
A76 and a 
small area of 
the northern 
part of the 
town on 
higher 
ground. 
 
Significant 

Pathhead; 
7.3 km, west-
north-west 
 
Viewpoint 16 
represents a 
worse-case 
direct, open 
view from the 
east edge of 
village 
 

All of the village of 
Pathhead has T.V. of 
up to 15 turbines 
with up to 7 hubs 
and blades above the 
skyline. Properties 
are generally 
orientated north-
south and will have 
oblique views of the 
Proposed 
Development. Areas 
of open space on the 
southern fringe have 
theoretical visibility 
of up to 15 turbines. 

Sensitivity: Medium 
 
Potential oblique views will be mostly 
screened by built form, mature garden 
features and intervening areas of 
topography. Upper parts/tips of outer 
lying turbines will be visible above the 
middle distant skyline at properties 
located on the eastern edge of the 
village as illustrated in Viewpoint 16. 
Views from open space on the southern 
fringe mostly contained by vegetation 
associated with the railway line. Where 
visible, the Proposed Development 
would be seen as a cluster of turbines 
located with existing operational wind 
farms. 
 
Magnitude: Negligible 
 

Negligible; 
 
Not 
Significant 

Mennock; 
10 km, east-
south-east 

Most of the cluster 
has T.V of all turbines 
including areas of 
informal open space 
adjacent to the River 

Sensitivity: Medium 
 
Views from low-lying properties located 
near to the River Nith and from the 
areas of open space will be wholly 

Negligible; 
 
Not 
Significant 
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Settlement and 
Distance/ 
Direction from 
Nearest Turbine 

Theoretical Visibility 
(T.V.) 

Sensitivity to Change and  
Magnitude of Change 

Residual 
Effect and 
Significance 

Noth. Properties will 
have semi-direct 
views to the 
development site. 

screened by riparian planting and 
forested lower slopes.  
 
Several properties aligning the A76 will 
have middle distant views of the upper 
part/tips of outer lying turbines which 
will extend above intervening areas of 
woodland and commercial plantations, 
and will appear to form a cluster with 
the Sanquhar Community and Sanquhar 
Six Wind Farms.  
 
Magnitude: Negligible 
 
 

 

Table 6.11 - Summary of Visual Effects on Settlements 

Settlement and 
Distance/ 
Direction from 
Nearest Turbine 

Sensitivity 
to Change 

Magnitude of Change Residual Effect and Significance 

Within 5 km of the Proposed Development 

The Knowe 
Farm Cluster 

High 
 

High Major-Moderate to Major; 
Significant 

Kirkconnel Medium 
rising to 
High on 
western 
fringes 
 

Low rising to Medium for 
several western fringe 
properties  

Moderate-Minor for the 
majority of the village; Not 
Significant 
 
Major-Moderate for southern 
and western fringes; Significant 
 

Kelloholm Medium 
rising to 
High on 
western 
fringes 
 

Low rising to Medium for 
southern and western fringes 
 

Moderate-Minor for the 
majority of the village; Not 
Significant 
 
Major-Moderate for southern 
and western fringes;  
Significant 
 

Fauldhead Farm 
Cluster 
 

High 
 

Low  
 
 

Moderate; 
Significant  

Kirkland Cluster High 
 

Negligible 
  

Negligible; 
Not Significant 

New Cumnock Medium 
 

Negligible 
 

Negligible; 
Not Significant 

Crawick Medium Negligible Negligible; 
Not Significant 

Sanquhar Medium Low rising to Medium for 
settlement along the A76 

Moderate-Minor for the 
majority of the town; 
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Settlement and 
Distance/ 
Direction from 
Nearest Turbine 

Sensitivity 
to Change 

Magnitude of Change Residual Effect and Significance 

corridor and within higher 
northern parts of the town.  

Not Significant 
 
Moderate for the south-
western fringes and a small 
area on higher ground across 
the northern part of the town;  
Significant 

Pathhead Medium Negligible Negligible; 
Not Significant 

Mennock Medium 
 

Negligible 
 

Negligible; 
Not Significant 

 

Sequential Effects upon Transport Routes 

6.12.3 This section identifies any sequential effects resulting from the Proposed Development upon 

the major transport routes, including 'A' and 'B' class roads, cycle routes, long distance 

footpaths and core paths. The assessment makes use of a combination of ZTV analysis, on 

site assessment and viewpoint analysis. 

6.12.4 There are several elements that affect how views of the proposed turbines are experienced 

from the identified transport routes. These include: 

 The direction of travel in relation to the wind turbine. For example, the orientation of 

rail passengers will differ from the orientation of car occupants. 

 The landscape of the transport route. For example, a wind farm in a panoramic view will 

generally have a lesser effect than a wind farm in an enclosed or small scale view. 

 The distance of the view. Generally, the effect of the wind turbine will diminish over 

distance. 

 The backdrop of the wind turbine. Generally, turbines seen against a backdrop of sky or 

sea will have a lesser effect than those seen against a backdrop of land, if the turbine is 

front lit. The converse is true of the wind turbine is back lit, i.e. silhouetted. 

6.12.5 The baseline study established that the A76, GSW Main Line, the Southern Upland Way and 

core paths 84, 111 and 88 would potentially have sequential effects as the receptor moved 

along these routes within the study area. An assessment of the likely effects on the 

experience of the landscape character and views on each route is described below. 

A76 (Classified Road) 

Travelling west 

6.12.6 The ZTV indicates that theoretical visibility of the Proposed Development commences as the 

A76 crosses over the Knockengalie Burn between Ardoch and Mennock, approximately 

13 km to the south-east and continues almost continuously until the route passes the 

Proposed Development and reaches Cairn Bridge, approximately 2.5 km to the north-west. 

Travelling westwards from Cairn Bridge the proposed development will be behind the 

receptor. 
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6.12.7 The stretch of road from Ardoch to Sanquhar passes through a relatively enclosed landscape 

created by existing mature vegetation along the River Nith corridor in close proximity to the 

west and locally limiting topography to the east. As the road becomes more elevated from 

Eliock Bridge in Mennock, middle distant views become more open across the well-

vegetated Nithsdale Valley and towards the Southern Upland slopes. Woodland blocks, 

riparian planting and scattered built forms regularly punctuate the lower slopes and 

filter/screen views along the length of the valley with the upper slopes foreshortening views 

and enhancing the broadly channelled character of the nature of the views. As the road 

passes through Sanquhar, the built form contains visibility with only infrequent, oblique 

views available towards the upper valley slopes and the Southern Uplands, glimpsed 

between building groups and mature vegetation cover. As the road emerges through the 

northern end of the town expansive views open up once again towards the transition of the 

pastoral valley to the steeper topography and heather covered rounded slopes of the 

Southern Uplands. Views are occasionally foreshortened and interrupted by mature tree 

cover associated with Sanquhar House and Holland House as well as by roadside vegetation, 

riparian vegetation and small blocks of woodland in the middle ground. Some glimpsed, 

intermittent oblique views are present towards the operational or consented wind farms 

located along the skyline (Hare Hill, Hare Hill Extension, Sanquhar Community and Sanquhar 

Six) as the road passes through Sanquhar. A longer section of open oblique views are 

afforded towards the wind farm developments as the receptor passes through the northern 

fringes of the town. 

6.12.8 From the Crawfordjohn Junction (A76/B740) to Kelloholm open views across the regular 

patchwork of pastoral fields and woodland cover and small blocks of commercial forest and 

plantations towards the more elevated hills associated with the Southern Uplands are 

available although occasionally interrupted by road side vegetation, dispersed settlement 

form and localised landform. Despite the rural character of the wider landscape, man’s 

influence is particularly evident along this part of the route with extensive spoil heaps 

associated with the legacy of mineral and coal extraction and disused industrial works visible 

on both sides of the corridor.  

6.12.9 As the route traverses through the northern fringes of Kelloholm and Kirkconnel, a 

combination of built form, roadside vegetation, riparian vegetation and localised landform 

either contain or heavily filter views towards the concave upper valley sides and Southern 

Uplands hills beyond. Views then open up and are channelled along the length of the 

Nithsdale Valley, with the smaller scale more intimate woodland blocks and medium size 

pastoral fields giving way to a larger scale valley landscape with blocks of plantations and 

commercial forestry and areas of moorland and rough pasture subliminally changing the key 

characteristics of the Nithsdale Valley as the receptor continues westwards. Numerous 

single dwellings, farmsteads and small clusters of built form with associated mature 

vegetation line this section of the road corridor from Kirkconnel to Cairn Bridge. Parts of 

Hare Hill Wind Farm and Hare Hill Extension remain visible on the local skyline of The Knipe, 

to the south-west of the view. 

6.12.10 Accordingly, travelling westwards along the A76, actual visibility of the Proposed 

Development is frequently reduced by a high number of landscape and man-made 

components that line the road corridor.  Where views become more open and expansive, 

they are often interrupted by frequent areas of tree cover. This includes woodland blocks 

punctuating the well-settled pastoral valley landscape, riparian planting along the River Nith 
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and other smaller tributaries, commercial plantations and forests on upper valley sides and, 

as well as by road-side planting.  

6.12.11 Oblique views towards the tips of a limited extent of the Proposed Development between 

Ardoch and Sanquhar maybe experienced intermittently and mostly for a short duration by 

road users. From Sanquhar to Kelloholm, views are channelled along the road corridor 

towards the Proposed Development. However, these views are often filtered and 

interrupted by intervening landscape and man-made elements, such as mature tree cover 

and dispersed built form. As the receptor travels along the A76 from Kirkconnel, the 

Proposed Development is visible above the local skyline for a long section in oblique views, 

although, views are intermittently filtered/screened by frequent built form, roadside 

vegetation and coniferous blocks. Where the Proposed Development is visible travelling 

west from Ardoch to Cairn Bridge, a number of operational wind farms are visible above the 

skyline and at a similar elevation and scale. Whiteside Hill and Sanquhar Community Wind 

Farms are the first to come into view in the vicinity of Mennock, with intermittent distant 

views towards the tips of part of the Hare Hill Wind Farm and Harehill Extension available. 

As the route approaches and leaves Sanquhar large parts of these operational wind farms 

are visible forming a loose cluster above the skyline. Due to the juxtaposition of the 

intervening hill forms, summits and plantations, the Proposed Development will be 

perceived to be located within the same part of the elevated landscape as the operational 

wind farms within the same part of the view. Therefore the Proposed Development is 

perceived to form part of this cluster of operational wind farms. 

Summary of the A76 westbound 

6.12.12 The sensitivity of the road user to change is considered to be Medium. The magnitude of 

impact is considered to be Low within 12 km of the Proposed Development. Between 

Sanquhar and Cairn Bridge views vary from infrequent intermittent to more prolonged, 

oblique views. In these areas, the Proposed Development would always form part of a 

cluster, viewed with other operational wind farms in the area. It is acknowledged that as the 

route passes the Proposed Development the perception of the turbines intensifies and will 

dominate the open oblique view available across the valley floor. The magnitude rises to 

Medium along these sections of the road. However, given that the receptor is travelling at 

approximately 60 mph and the Proposed Development is viewed within the context of other 

large-scale wind farms, it is considered that the addition of the Proposed Development will 

not significantly affect views from along this road corridor. Beyond Sanquhar, views of the 

Proposed Development reduce and any part of the development is seen in the wider context 

of other wind farms. The effects diminish further west, and the magnitude of impact is 

assessed to be Negligible beyond 12 km. 

6.12.13 The residual effect of the A76 travelling westbound is Moderate-Minor within 12 km and 

rising to Moderate along a few short sections. Beyond 12 km the effects reduce to Negligible. 

Due to the speed the receptor is travelling along this road corridor and the numerous subtle 

bends and curves of the road corridor combined with intervening elements and locally 

complex landform, overall the effect is Not Significant. 

Travelling East 

6.12.14 The ZTV shows small patches of theoretical visibility located at distances of over 25 km away, 

with a longer continuous section of visibility as the A76 passes through Cumnock. Continuing 

east, between Cumnock and New Cumnock, a few longer sections of the route have 
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theoretical visibility and a continuous section through the northern part of New Cumnock. 

There is no more theoretical visibility until the route comes within 5 km of the Proposed 

Development, near to Polshill Bridge, where scattered patches of visibility are experienced 

until the route passes over the East Ayrshire / Dumfries and Galloway border. From here, 

there is a continuous section of theoretical visibility until the road user passes the Proposed 

Development at Rigg Farm. From Rigg Farm continuing eastwards, the Proposed 

Development is only visible in rear views. 

6.12.15 From Cumnock to New Cumnock, the road passes through a well-settled lowland agricultural 

landscape comprising a regular pattern of medium to large scale predominantly pastoral and 

some arable fields which are well defined by hedgerows, hedgerow trees and occasional 

stone walls. The landscape is well-wooded which often creates a strong sense of enclosure 

although now and again as the road gently twists and turns infrequent expansive views 

towards the upper Nithsdale Valley and Southern Uplands in the distance are afforded. The 

character of the landscape changes around New Cumnock and there is an increased sense 

of man’s influence on the landscape, with areas of derelict and scarred land from former 

coal mining and mineral extraction operations. The pastoral landscape is more open in 

character but the A76 remains well-defined by lengths of hedgerow and occasional 

hedgerow trees and small woodland blocks. As the A76 extends towards Cairn Bridge, views 

are primarily directed northwards and eastwards along the road corridor, as localised 

topography on the southern side of the road foreshortens and restricts views. From Cairn 

Bridge towards Rigg Farm, the road rises and whilst views are generally open and expansive 

they are drawn to the north towards the highly visible spoil heaps associated with open cast 

mining activities at Glenmuckloch. In addition, the road at this location is lined with frequent 

dispersed properties and farmsteads, with associated mature vegetation which interrupt 

and filter views.  

6.12.16 Travelling eastwards along the A76, actual visibility is contained by the built forms of 

Cumnock and New Cumnock. Where there are very infrequent views towards the part of the 

Upper Nithsdale Valley where the Proposed Development is located, these are often filtered 

or interrupted by road-side planting and the numerous dispersed properties and associated 

areas of mature vegetation. Locally complex topography in close proximity to the southern 

side of the road corridor from New Cumnock towards the site and road-side planting 

significantly reduces actual visibility of the Proposed Development as well. The tips/upper 

parts of some of the turbines come into view in the proximity of Polmarlach Burn where 

localised landform and intervening vegetation obscure and filter views. For a short stretch 

of road, totalling approximately 2.2 km in length, the Proposed Development is visible in 

oblique views from Cairn Bridge until the receptor reaches Libry Moor and has passed the 

Proposed Development site. Along this section, views are filtered and interrupted by 

dispersed settlement. From this point onwards the Proposed Development will be visible in 

rear views. 

6.12.17 Views towards the Proposed Development are infrequent for eastward travellers on the A76, 

with a handful of short glimpsed distant views experienced between Cumnock and New 

Cumnock. As the receptor passes over the Polmarlach Burn towards, and past, the Proposed 

Development most of the turbines will be partly then fully visible in oblique views, above the 

local skyline for a section of the route, although again, views are intermittently 

filtered/screened by frequent built form, roadside vegetation and localised complex 

landform. Where the Proposed Development is visible travelling east, Hare Hill Wind Farm 
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and Hare Hill extension is also visible within the same part of the upland landscape, seen 

partly along and beyond the local skyline with Sanquhar Community and the consented 

Sanquhar Six Wind Farms visible behind and beyond the Proposed Development. In addition, 

the consented Glenmuckloch scheme is also visible in conjunction with the Proposed 

Development in successive views on the northern side of the road corridor. 

Summary of the A76 eastbound 

6.12.18 The sensitivity to change of the road receptor is considered to be Medium. Magnitude of 

impact is considered to be Negligible along most of the route travelling east from Cumnock 

to Cairn Bridge. Views are mostly contained by localised topography, road-side vegetation 

and built form. For a short section of the route as the receptor passes in the vicinity of Cairn 

Bridge and the full extent of the Proposed Development will be seen above the local skyline 

and at a closer distance to other operational wind farms, the magnitude of impact rises to 

Medium.  

6.12.19 The residual effect on views from the A76 when travelling eastbound is Negligible for the 

majority of the road travelling east and rising to Moderate for a short section as the receptor 

passes the  Proposed Development. Due to the small amount of the route experiencing 

moderate effects, and taking into account the speed of the receptor, overall the effect is 

considered to be Not Significant. 

Glasgow South Western Main Line 

6.12.20 The railway line closely follows the route of the A76 across most of the study area, with the 

exception of a few areas where the railway line passes through the heart of settlement areas 

rather than skirting the fringes of built form, like the A76 corridor does. In addition, the 

railway line traverses the landscape in a high number of cuttings particularly within a 5 km 

radius of the site.  

6.12.21 The ZTV indicates that theoretical visibility is mainly concentrated within a 13 km radius from 

the Proposed Development site. In reality, actual visibility is significantly reduced by the high 

number of man-made and landscape elements adjacent to the railway line or within 

intervening landscape between the rail route and the proposed site. The high number of 

cuttings that the line passes through near to the site also aids in significantly reducing 

visibility of the Proposed Development. Obscured views towards the upper parts/tips of 

some of the proposed turbines may be visible as the train passes the Proposed Development 

between Libry Moor and the plantation across the slopes of High Cairn travelling in either 

direction. Where visible, the Proposed Development would be located between two groups 

of operational wind farms where its addition forms a single cluster of wind turbines spread 

out above the local skyline.  

6.12.22  The sensitivity to change is considered to be Medium. Magnitude of impact arising from the 

Proposed Development is considered to be Low within 5 km of the Proposed Development 

area, reducing to Negligible beyond this distance as views will be mostly contained by 

landform, vegetation and built form. The residual effect is Moderate-Minor within 5 km of 

the Proposed Development site, reducing to Negligible beyond and therefore Not Significant.  

Southern Upland Way 

Travelling South-west 

6.12.23 The ZTV shows that theoretical visibility will commence as the receptor travels across the 

summit of East Mount Lowther (Lowther Hills) approximately 15 km away for a very short 
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section and across another short section near the summit of Glengaber Hill, approximately 

14 km away from the Proposed Development. As the route extends down the hill slopes 

towards Sanquhar there is a long, almost continuous view to the Proposed Development. 

Theoretical visibility continues as the route travels through Sanquhar and out the south-side 

and across the gently rising areas of moorland which are punctuated by geometric 

coniferous plantations and forest blocks. Theoretical visibility continues across the upper 

slopes above Euchan Glen, until the receptor reaches Whiteside Hill where the southern 

slopes contain views of the Proposed Development and theoretical visibility ceases.   

6.12.24 Actual visibility is relatively contained despite the distinctly upland landscape character of 

the majority of the route, with occasional panoramic views available. As the receptor travels 

in a south-westerly direction away from the distinct remoteness of the Lowther Hills and 

down towards the settled valley below which comprises a mosaic of green pastoral fields, 

intervening blocks of forest and small woodland blocks as well as landform in the foreground 

frequently foreshortens views. Where occasional views towards the Proposed Development 

are available, it is seen near the far end of the horizontal extent of operational wind farms. 

Travelling through Sanquhar, there is a marked presence of mature vegetation found 

throughout the settlement and within the wider area such as along roads and water bodies, 

across Sanquhar Golf Course, and block planting including the small woodlands which define 

the surrounding pastoral fields and the larger geometric areas of forestry on the upper valley 

slopes. This vegetation, combined with the screening provided by the built form of Sanquhar, 

all combine to limit views towards the Proposed Development.  

6.12.25 As the receptor continues up the far side of the valley towards the inner part of the Southern 

Uplands small blocks of coniferous forest will interrupt or obscure distant views towards the 

rocky ridgeline forming the middle distant skyline on the north-side of the Nithsdale valley. 

Complex landform associated with Euchan Glen is visible below whilst beyond the fringes of 

the north-side Southern Uplands the broad settled Nithsdale valley is visible. Along this 

stretch views towards the Proposed Development will be oblique and long in duration. The 

Proposed Development will be seen within the context of the operational wind farms which 

are located in closer proximity to the receptor for a large portion of this section.  

Travelling north-east 

6.12.26 Similarly, travelling in a north-east direction, for a moderate duration the Proposed 

Development will be visible as the receptor approaches Whiteside Hill and perceived within 

the context of operational wind farms. Once passed the summits of Whiteside Hill and Mid 

Rig the Proposed Development will be visible in oblique views behind the operational 

Sanquhar Community Wind Farm. Other operational wind farms are also visible as the 

receptor descends towards Sanquhar. 

Summary of the Southern Upland Way 

6.12.27 The sensitivity to change is judged to be High. The magnitude of change is assessed to be 

Low to Negligible for most of the route and rising to Low for a few short sections travelling 

in a south-westerly direction where open, elevated views are available. Within these open, 

panoramic views, the Proposed Development is perceived within the large scale and simple 

landscape pattern of grass moorland and geometric plantations characteristic of the fringes 

of the Southern Uplands. The strong presence of a number of operational wind farms visible 

within the same part of the Southern Upland fringes further exerts man’s influence on the 

journey experienced across this section of the SUW and overall, reduces visual effects along 



SANDY KNOWE WIND FARM 6-69 Landscape and Visual 

 

this route. Importantly, the experience of passing over the hills surrounding the valley as the 

receptor travels along the SUW will remain the same post development. Effects are assessed 

to be Moderate to Negligible for most of the route and Not Significant. For a few short 

sections the effect is Moderate and Significant.  

Core Path 84 

Travelling south 

6.12.28 The ZTV shows there to be an almost continuous stretch of theoretical visibility along the 

Libry Moor Footpath as it runs between the edge of Sanquhar and Mahago Rig, near the 

coniferous forest at Graystone Hill. The first section of the route passes through large fields 

of rough grazing. As the route extends further south across Libry Moor the path becomes a 

forest track which crosses over large sweeps of grass moorland. Coniferous blocks of forest 

and plantation frequently define long sections of this part of the route.  

6.12.29 Actual visibility will be reduced by a combination of mature tree cover, built form and 

localised landform within the first section of the path as it runs from Kirkconnel towards 

Libry Moor. Occasionally, the upper extent of some of the turbines will be intermittently 

visible above the tree line. For a short section, as the receptor reaches the vicinity of the 

dispersed dwelling Corserig, views open up to reveal most of the Proposed Development for 

a total of approximately 800 m. Further south, the commercial forest comes within close 

proximity to the route on its northern side and restricts the vast majority of views. The tips 

of the northerly outer lying turbines may be visible in a few short sections along the path 

where coniferous tree cover steps back from the route. This is most pronounced to the south 

of the site, where a narrower belt of forest extends across the slopes of Mynwhirr Hill, 

Corserig Hill and Polshag Hill, whose summits form a local ridgeline. The upper parts of the 

southern-most turbines will be visible over the intervening landform and tree cover for 

approximately 2 km. From this point the route of the path extends further away from the 

Proposed Development through a large area of forest and follows the Kello Water.  

Travelling north 

6.12.30 Travelling north, the route passes through a locally complex landform created by the 

numerous glens and small tributaries that cut through the Southern Uplands and, combined 

with large areas of plantations and commercial forests, actual visibility is significantly 

reduced until the receptor is within close proximity of the Proposed Development. The 

Proposed Development comes into view near to the isolated dwelling of Hillend for a short 

section until the receptor reaches the coniferous plantation along the southern boundary to 

the site. Due to the close proximity of mature tree cover, views are wholly screened.  

Summary of the Core Path 84 

6.12.31 The path user will pass in close proximity to a number of existing, operational wind farms 

which are located within the vicinity of the path at different sections heading in either 

direction.  

6.12.32 The sensitivity to change is considered to be High to Medium, given the recreational value 

of the receptor. Travelling south, the overall Magnitude of impact is considered to be Low 

to Negligible. However, for a short section of the path, totalling approximately 800 m, the 

magnitude of impact will rise to High where the full extent of the Proposed Development 

will be visible above Libry Moor, and will dominate views. Travelling north, the overall 

Magnitude of impact is considered to be Negligible, however rises to High for a short stretch 
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totalling approximately 1 km in length as the receptor passes nearby the southern boundary 

to the site. Along other sections of the route, locally complex landform and coniferous blocks 

in close proximity to the path user will screen views toward the Proposed Development 

entirely. The overall residual effect is Moderate–Minor and Not Significant across the 

majority of the path travelling south. Travelling north the effect is Negligible and Not 

Significant. For a short section of the route travelling north and south, the magnitude of 

impact rises Major to Major-Moderate and therefore will have a Significant effect in these 

discrete areas.  

Core Path 111 

Travelling north 

6.12.33 The ZTV shows that the majority of the route has theoretical visibility of the Proposed 

Development. There is a short section of the route adjacent to the River Nith where there is 

no theoretical visibility.  

6.12.34 Actual visibility along the first section as it extends from the A76 corridor will be restricted 

by built form and mature vegetation cover on the fringes of Sanquhar as well as the small 

elevated plateau of land where the Sanquhar Castle ruins are located. As the route heads 

west from here and then north along the River Nith the Proposed Development will come 

and go from views. A combination of local landform and riparian vegetation will filter and 

occasionally screen views towards the Proposed Development. The last section of the 

circular route heads east along the southern fringes of Sanquhar where it follows the same 

route as the Southern Upland Way. The Proposed Development is behind the receptor.  

Travelling south 

6.12.35 As the route extends east from the A76, built form and mature rear garden boundary 

features will heavily filter / screen views towards the Proposed Development. The route then 

heads south along the River Nith and away from the Proposed Development. 

Summary of the Core Path 111 

6.12.36 As the path user travels north, where the Proposed Development is visible intermittently, 

other operational wind farms will be visible within the same view and perceived at a similar 

location on the fringes of the uplands. Most of the operational wind farms are perceived at 

a larger scale given their relative position in relation to the path user.  

6.12.37 The sensitivity to change is considered to be High to Medium, given the recreational value 

of the receptor. Travelling north, the overall Magnitude of impact is assessed to be Low.  

Travelling south the magnitude of change is assessed to be Negligible. The overall effect is 

Moderate to Moderate-Minor and Not Significant travelling north and Negligible and Not 

Significant travelling south. 

Core Path 88 

Travelling south 

6.12.38 The ZTV shows that there are a few continuous stretches of theoretical visibility from the 

eastern slopes of Kirkland Hill approximately 7 km from the Proposed Development to the 

railway line in Kirkconnel where the path starts.  Beyond a 7 km distance, there is no 

theoretical visibility.  
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6.12.39 Open, panoramic views are afforded over the settled valley towards the fringes of the 

Southern Uplands which form the middle distant skyline. Most of the Proposed 

Development will be visible for a few sections as the path user descends down Kirkland Hill 

and passes through the setting to St.Connel’s Church. Further south, visibility is screened by 

mature woodland blocks and mature garden boundary features surrounding the Kirkland 

cluster. Once passed the dispersed cluster, the Proposed Development will come into view 

again, visible above the pastoral valley. Kirkland plantation and riparian planting along the 

Polbower Burn will aid in filtering views. 

Travelling north 

6.12.40 The path user will be travelling away from the Proposed Development and as such no 

turbines will be visible.  

Summary of Core Path 88 

6.12.41 As the path users travels south, the Proposed Development will be partly visible above the 

middle distant skyline for a few long sections of the path as it runs between Kirkland Hill and 

the railway line at Kirkconnel. Where the Proposed Development is visible, it is viewed within 

the context of operational wind farms which are a common feature in elevated views from 

the north.  

6.12.42 The sensitivity to change is considered to be High to Medium, given the recreational value 

of the receptor. Travelling south, the overall Magnitude of impact is assessed to be Medium 

within a distance of 7 km.  Travelling north there are no effects. The effect is Major-Moderate 

to Moderate and Significant travelling south.  

Table 6.12 - Summary of Predicted Visual Effects on Transport Routes 

Route Direction Sensitivity Magnitude Residual Effect and 
Significance 

A76 West Bound Medium Low rising to 
Medium for a few 
short sections; 
reducing to 
Negligible beyond 
12 km 

Moderate-Minor rising to 
Moderate (locally); reducing 
to Negligible beyond 12 km; 
Overall the effect is 
Not Significant 

East Bound Medium Negligible rising to 
Medium (locally) 

Negligible rising to Moderate 
locally; 
Overall the effect is Not 
Significant 

Glasgow 
South 
Western Main 
Line 

West & East Medium Low (within 5km) 
reducing to 
Negligible beyond 

Moderate-Minor reducing to 
Negligible; 
Not Significant 

Southern 
Upland Way 

North-East High Low to Negligible Moderate to Negligible; Not 
Significant 

South-West High Low to Negligible 
rising to Low in a 
few localised areas 

Moderate to Negligible rising 
to Moderate in a few localised 
areas; Significant (localised) 

Core Path 84 
(Libry Moor 
Footpath) 

South High Low to Negligible 
rising to High 
(within 2 km) 

Moderate-Minor rising to 
Locally Major to Major-
Moderate (for a stretch 
totalling 800m); 
Locally Significant 
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Route Direction Sensitivity Magnitude Residual Effect and 
Significance 

North High Negligible rising to 
High (within 1 km) 

Negligible rising to Locally  
Major to Major-Moderate (for 
a short stretch totalling 1 km); 
Locally Significant 

Core Path 111 
(Sanquhar 
Castle circular) 

North High Low Moderate to Moderate-Minor 
and Not Significant 

South High Negligible Negligible and Not Significant 

Core Path 88 North High None None and Not Significant 

South High Medium within 7 
km 

Major-Moderate to Moderate 
and Significant within 7 km 

 

Viewpoint Analysis 

6.12.43 Viewpoints have been used to understand the actual visibility of the Proposed Development 

within the landscape and the change in view that will occur as a result. In addition, the 

viewpoints also illustrate the potential cumulative inter-visibility with other operational and 

consented wind farms that are located within the study area.  

6.12.44 A total of sixteen viewpoints were selected for detailed analysis. As noted in paragraph 

6.7.23 the list of viewpoints went through several iterations. The final selection of viewpoints 

have been informed by Section 8 of the 2017 Scoping Opinion and the respective DGC 

consultation response to that Scoping exercise. It is considered that these viewpoints are not 

in accordance with SNH guidance on viewpoint selection as they do not ensure a well-

rounded representation of views to the Proposed Development. The viewpoints do not 

provide a range of varying distances, direction nor from a variety of landscape character 

types/units. These viewpoints represent only three different landscape units and are located 

to the north, east and south-east. In addition, twelve of the fourteen viewpoints are located 

within a distance of 8 km from the Proposed Development where it is generally expected 

that residual effects are more likely to be significant. Only two viewpoints represent the 

wider study area. This has resulted a highly skewed representation of the Proposed 

Development, focusing on a disproportionate number of similar views from a confined and 

localised area.  The spread of viewpoints provides little to no consideration of views from 

the wider study area, where the overall influence of the Proposed Development on the 

landscape and in views can be assessed.      

6.12.45 Notwithstanding, the fourteen viewpoints highlighted within the scoping report have been 

adhered to and assessed within this LVIA Chapter. In addition, a further two viewpoints were 

included, chosen to represent views from the western part of the study area and from 

different landscape units, to provide some variety and spread across the study area. The 

selected viewpoints are listed in Table 6.4 and their locations are shown on the ZTV in Figures 

6.2-6.5. The existing views, predicted wireframe and photomontage are shown from each of 

the sixteen locations in Figures 6.14.1 to 6.29.4.  

6.12.46 Viewpoint analysis is given in Table 6.13 below including a description of the predicted view, 

together with analysis of the magnitude of change and the residual effect. 
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Table 6.13 - Viewpoint Assessment 

Viewpoint 1: A76, Cairn Bridge (see Figure 6.14) 

Distance and direction to nearest turbine: 1.3km, SE  

Landscape Character Area: Upper Nithsdale (Upper Dale LCT) 

Receptor: Road users, dispersed properties 
Visual Sensitivity: Medium for road users; High for dispersed properties 

Existing View: 
Represents a worse-case direct view from the classified route of the A76. The route follows the 
valley slopes to the south of the River Nith and passes through scattered towns and villages and a 
number of dispersed properties and small clusters, particularly within close proximity to the site. 
Geometric blocks of coniferous plantations are visible on the upper slopes of the valley and road-
side planting, riparian planting associated with the numerous small tributaries and small woodland 
blocks within the valley contribute to the well-settled characteristics. In combination with localised 
complex landform particularly in close proximity to the northern side of the road corridor as it 
passes between New Cumnock and Kirkconnel, views are often channelled along the valley with the 
Southern Uplands on one side, plateau moorland on the other containing more distant views.  
 
Landscape components: medium to large scale, broad, open pastoral landscape defined by the 
Southern Uplands to the south and plateau moorland hills to the north. Geometric blocks of 
coniferous plantations located across the higher slopes and within the viewpoint across Libry Moor 
and the slopes of High Cairn. Coniferous blocks extend down the heather and rough grassland 
covered slopes towards the valley sides, where heather cover gives way to pasture. The summits 
and slopes of the interlinking upland hill summits of Hare Hill, Mynwhirr Hill and Corserig Hill form a 
local backcloth to the broad, open and flat pasture within Nithsdale Valley at this location with the 
distinct rocky summit of Blackcraig Hill and Whiteside Hill providing a distant backdrop in more 
elevated views. Frequent road-side planting, riparian trees, small woodland blocks and shelterbelts 
line the route and punctuate the pastoral valley in foreground of views. Locally complex landform is 
located in close proximity to the northern side of the road restricting local views. The long, 
undulating skyline created by the coniferous trees and interlinking hill summits dips downwards 
within the middle section where the Proposed Development is located.  
 
Man-made components: Numerous dispersed farmsteads, single dwellings and small clusters of 
built forms located either along the road corridor or on the lower slopes of the valley; open surface 
mining at Glenmuckloch visible in the opposite direction of the view to the development site; 
geometric blocks of forestry/ plantations; and, a number of operational/consented wind farms 
visible on the fringes of the Southern Uplands located along the local skyline near to the proposed 
development. 
 
Views towards the Proposed Development are oblique at this location and not direct as illustrated. 
Additionally, the receptor (road user) will be travelling at speed (national speed limit of 60mph). 

Proposed View: 
The tower and blade sweeps of all 24 turbines will be visible above the skyline. Lower parts of some 
turbine towers will be partially screened by locally undulating landform. The extent of Proposed 
Development occupies a large portion of the horizontal field of view, and approximately 20% of the 
vertical view. 
 
The Proposed Development will add a prominent new vertical component, mainly visible above the 
skyline, which adds movement into the settled farmland below and dwarves the scale of some 
landscape features within the view. The Proposed Development would contrast with the prevailing 
rural character however man’s influence on this strongly working agricultural landscape is evident 
and the Proposed Development is perceived to fit the scale of the receiving landscape on the fringes 
of the high interlinking hill slopes and the large scale rectilinear field pattern at this location. Some 
Hare Hill turbines are partly visible behind the Proposed Development at a smaller scale in 
successive views above the middle distant skyline. In this regard the turbine does not add an 
entirely uncharacteristic element where blade movement is an existing feature. Importantly the 
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Viewpoint 1: A76, Cairn Bridge (see Figure 6.14) 

turbine does not distort the perspective, however, it brings turbine development closer to the 
receptor and will appear as the most noticeable element dominating the focus of the view.  
 
For road users travelling in either direction there would be open, oblique views experienced in 
moderate duration at this location. Further passed the site views frequently interrupted/filtered or 
wholly screened by numerous properties lining the road, road-side vegetation and localised 
complex landform. 
 
Nearest properties to this viewpoint include: Cairn Smithy, an adjacent property, High Cairn Farm, 
Nether Cairn Farm and Nether Cairn Cottage. All properties are orientated away from the 
development and views mostly screened by mature tree cover and/or outbuildings. 
 
During construction, works associated with the formation of access tracks, associated 
infrastructure, temporary compounds and cranes will be highly visible. 

Summary 
The Proposed Development will bring about a highly noticeable change to a large proportion of this 
‘worse-case’ direct view from this part of the A76. 

Magnitude of Change during construction: Medium 

Magnitude of Change during operation: High for Road users; Medium for dispersed properties  

Residual Visual Effect and Significance during Construction: 
Moderate and Significant for road users; Major-Moderate and Significant for dispersed properties. 
Residual Visual Effect and Significance during Operation: 
Major-Moderate and Significant for road users and dispersed properties;  

 

Viewpoint 2: Libry Moor Footpath (see Figure 6.15) 

Distance and direction to nearest turbine: 1.4 km, SW 

Landscape Character Area: Upper Nithsdale (Upper Dale LCT) 

Receptor: Recreation – walkers (core path) 
Visual Sensitivity: High to Medium 

Existing View: 
Represents a worse-case direct view from the Core Path 84, Libry Moor Footpath, near to Corserig 
agricultural buildings. The route follows a rough forest track across Libry Moor and passes near to 
the southern boundary of the site. Large areas are covered with coniferous plantations and forest 
which frequently come in close proximity to the path restricting any views out. Along other sections 
of the path where tree cover recedes, some distant views south are afforded towards the inner 
parts of the Southern Uplands. Topography is locally varied and complex and through Libry Moor 
the path traverses the slopes of Polshag Hill, Corserig Hill and Mynwhirr Hill.  
 
Landscape components: simple upland landscape comprising an extensive amount of coniferous 
plantations and forests which create a strongly enclosed landscape. Occasionally, where tree cover 
is pushed back from the rough forest track distant views south are afforded and the landscape is 
open in character.  
 
Man-made components: Forest tracks, large forest machinery, a few farmsteads, extensive amount 
of coniferous plantations/commercial forests, and, a number of operational/consented wind farms 
visible at a closer distance to the development in successive views and in combination beyond the 
development.  

Proposed View: 
The tower and blade sweeps of all 24 turbines will be visible above the skyline. Lower parts of some 
turbine towers will be partially screened by locally undulating landform. The extent of development 
occupies approximately a large portion of the horizontal and 15% of the vertical view. 
 
The Proposed Development will add a new prominent vertical component and movement into the 
composition comprising large fields of rough grazing with a backdrop of coniferous 
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Viewpoint 2: Libry Moor Footpath (see Figure 6.15) 

plantations/forest. The hub and upper blades of most turbines are visible above the intervening 
areas of coniferous tree cover across Libry Moor and above the local skyline. The Proposed 
Development would contrast with the prevailing rural character however man’s influence on this 
strongly working agricultural landscape back dropped by coniferous forest and plantations is 
evident and the Proposed Development is perceived to fit the scale of the receiving landscape and 
features within it. Operational wind farms are visible in successive views above the middle distant 
skyline. In this regard the Proposed Development does not add an entirely uncharacteristic element 
where blade movement is an existing feature. Importantly the Proposed Development does not 
distort the landscape perspective, however, it brings turbine development closer to the receptor 
and will appear as the most noticeable element dominating the focus of the view.  
 
For path users travelling west there would be open, semi-oblique to direct views experienced in 
moderate duration at this location. Further west in the proximity of the Corserig agricultural 
buildings local undulations in the landform will contain some views and once the receptor reaches 
the southern boundary to the site due to the close proximity of the coniferous tree cover, views will 
be screened. 
During construction, ground works will be screened with only upper parts of cranes visible for a 
short duration. 

Summary 
The Proposed Development will bring about a conspicuous and noticeable change to a large 
proportion of this ‘worse-case’ direct view from this part of the Libry Moor Footpath (Core Path 84). 

Magnitude of Change during construction: Negligible for path users  

Magnitude of Change during operation: High for path users 

Residual Visual Effect and Significance during Construction: 
Negligible and Not Significant for path users. 
Residual Visual Effect and Significance during Operation: 
Major to Major-Moderate and Significant for path users  

 

Viewpoint 3: The Knowe (see Figure 6.16) 

Distance and direction to nearest turbine: 2.5km, SW 

Landscape Character Area: Upper Nithsdale (Upper Dale LCT) 

Receptor: Local residents and local road users of dispersed properties 
Visual Sensitivity: Medium for road users; High for dispersed properties  

Existing View: 
Represents an elevated, open view across the settled pastoral valley towards the Southern Uplands 
from the south-facing slopes of the Nithsdale Valley. This view is taken from an unclassified road 
which traverses the northern sides of the valley and serves several scattered properties and 
farmsteads. This road also provides access to the Glenmuckloch surface coal mining works further 
up the slopes which is almost fully restored following extensive coal mining activities over decades. 
Within the wider view a number of overhead lines dissect the open pastoral fields and run along the 
length of the road corridor. The large infrastructural features of the railway line and the A76 are 
located within the foreground and middle ground respectively of the view however, given their 
linear nature and subtle local landform surrounding these features they are not visible. Mature 
vegetation partly lining the corridors inform the viewer of their location. This area contains a 
number of dispersed properties most with associated areas of mature vegetation and small 
woodland blocks which punctuate the perceived medium to large scale of the pastoral landscape. 
Coniferous plantations are located on the upper slopes and extend towards the Southern Uplands 
which form the local skyline. The local skyline is long and simple and with the linear nature of 
landscape and man-made elements within the lower pastoral setting and simple field pattern this 
landscape has a strong horizontal grain, accentuated by the expansive scale of land and sky.  
 
Landscape components: Broad, open landscape with a strong horizontal grain and comprising a 
simple pattern of open pastoral fields some infested with rushes due to their proximity to the River 
Nith. Landscape elements include mature vegetation and tree cover defining the linear corridors of 



SANDY KNOWE WIND FARM 6-76 Landscape and Visual 

 

Viewpoint 3: The Knowe (see Figure 6.16) 

the railway line and the A76, frequent small woodland blocks associated with dispersed properties, 
and coniferous plantations on upper pastoral slopes and Southern Uplands with large-scale 
moorland heather covered hill slopes and summits forming the backdrop and local skyline. The 
change in land cover from green pastoral fields defined by a network of hedgerows, shelterbelts 
and riparian planting to open areas of heather moorland and coniferous blocks is distinct.  
 
Man-made components: Undergoing restoration of Glenmuckloch surface coal mining works 
evident within the wider view, geometric blocks of forestry/ plantations; and operational wind 
farms visible. 
 
Represents a ‘worse-case’ direct view from this minor road. Several properties in the vicinity 
including The Knowe Farmstead, The Knowe Cottages and a further dwelling just to the east, form a 
small cluster.  

Proposed View: 
All 24no. turbines are visible, all hubs and blades visible above the skyline with lower towers 
backclothed by the slopes of White Hill and White Knowe. The extent of Proposed Development 
occupies approximately 60% of the horizontal and 10% of the vertical field of view. 
 
The Proposed Development will add a new vertical, moving component into the expansive upland 
landscape above the pastoral valley. At this location, the valley is perceived to have a larger scale 
due to the horizontal grain of the landscape and expanse of land and sky. At this relatively close 
distance to the receptor the Proposed Development is highly visible forming a large component. 
However, it is perceived to be located within the upland hills above the valley and whilst it exerts a 
visual influence on this part of the valley, it does not dominate the view due to the large scale of the 
receiving landscape where it is located and the visual space between the development and the 
valley below. Wind turbines and blade movement are an existing character of this composition and 
the proposed development will not add an uncharacteristic element. 
 
For local road users, oblique views will be experienced for a moderate duration as the receptor 
passes the proposed development travelling east and west. The cluster at The Knowe will interrupt 
these views but only for a short length of the road. 
 
Properties have direct and semi-direct views. Views from The Knowe cottages are mostly 
screened/obscured by outbuildings across The Knowe Farmstead. The Knowe Farmhouse and the 
dwelling on the east edge of the cluster have semi-direct to direct views.  
 
During construction, works associated with the formation of access tracks, associated infrastructure 
and temporary compounds as well as plant movement and cranes will be visible and will form 
temporary new elements in this landscape.  

Summary 
The introduction of the Proposed Development will bring about a highly noticeable change to a 
large proportion of the horizontal view and a moderate portion of the vertical field of view. Wind 
farms are a common feature in views from the south-facing slopes of the valley, in a similar location 
to where the Proposed Development is located. Large plant movement and infrastructure 
associated with access track formations with the ongoing restoration works at Glenmuckloch is also 
a common feature of this part of the valley. 

Magnitude of Change during construction: Medium 

Magnitude of Change during operation: High 

Residual Visual Effect and Significance during Construction: 
Moderate and Significant for road-users; Major-Moderate and Significant for properties;  
Residual Visual Effect and Significance during Operation: 
Major-Moderate and Significant for road-users; Major and Significant for properties. 
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Viewpoint 4: Lagrae (see Figure 6.17) 

Distance and direction to nearest turbine: 3.0km, SSW 

Landscape Character Area: Upper Nithsdale (Upper Dale LCT) 

Receptor: Workers at Glenmuckloch and a single dispersed property, Lagrae (utilised as an office for 
Glenmuckloch) 
Visual Sensitivity: Medium 

Existing View: 
This viewpoint is very similar in distance and direction to Viewpoint 3, however, the view largely 
represents workers at Glenmuckloch. The Lagrae property is utilised as an office for the former 
surface coal activities and is not used for residential purposes. Given that this road primarily 
provides access to the former large scale coal mining operations with frequent large plant 
machinery coming and going, it is considered unlikely that the road, and subsequently Viewpoint 4, 
has any other receptors.  
 
This viewpoint represents a slightly more elevated, open view across the settled pastoral valley 
towards the Southern Uplands from the south-facing slopes of the Nithsdale Valley, in close 
proximity to the Glenmuckloch quarry site. Improved pasture fields give way to rough pasture 
further up the slopes of the valley and fields are perceived at a larger scale due to the almost 
uninterrupted views with few landscape elements punctuating the foreground and defining this 
area of rough grazing. Scattered small woodland blocks are located on the lower southern valley 
sides where lush green pastoral fields are located and are defined by some hedgerows and 
shelterbelts and giving way to the simple land cover of heather moorland as the slopes extend up to 
the Southern Uplands. 
 
Landscape components: Broad, open landscape with a strong horizontal grain and comprising a 
simple pattern of open rough grazing fields. Few landscape elements include some small woodland 
blocks, hedgerows and shelterbelts with the large-scale moorland heather covered hill slopes and 
summits forming the backdrop and middle distant skyline. The change in land cover from green 
pastoral fields to open areas of heather moorland is distinct.  
 
Man-made components: Overhead line dissects the landscape in close proximity to the receptor 
and heading across the valley towards the A76 corridor; undergoing restoration of Glenmuckloch 
surface coal mining works evident, geometric blocks of forestry/ plantations; and operational wind 
farms visible. 
 
Represents a ‘worse-case’ direct view from this minor road and access to Glenmuckloch.  

Proposed View: 
All 24no. turbines are visible, all upper blades visible above the skyline with most hubs and towers 
backclothed by the slopes of White Hill and White Knowe. The extent of Proposed Development 
occupies approximately 50% of the horizontal and 8% of the vertical view. 
 
The Proposed Development will add a new vertical, moving component into the expansive upland 
landscape above the pastoral valley. At this location, the valley is perceived to have a larger scale 
due to the horizontal grain of the landscape and expanse of land and sky. At this relatively close 
distance to the receptor the Proposed Development is highly visible forming a large component. 
However, it is perceived to be located within the upland hills above the valley and whilst it exerts a 
visual influence on this part of the valley, it does not dominate the view due to the large scale of the 
receiving landscape where it is located and the visual space between the development and the 
valley below. Wind turbines and blade movement are an existing component of the view and the 
proposed development will not add an uncharacteristic element to it. In addition, the development 
does not dwarf the scale of the overhead line that traverses in close proximity to the viewpoint and 
the landscape perspective is not distorted, although there is a small amount of visual complexity 
where the two man-made components overlap. 
 
During construction, works associated with the formation of access tracks, associated infrastructure 
and temporary compounds as well as plant movement and cranes will be visible and will form 
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Viewpoint 4: Lagrae (see Figure 6.17) 

temporary new elements in this landscape. Impacts will be very similar to those occurring across 
the Glenmuckloch site. 

Summary 
The introduction of the Proposed Development will bring about a highly noticeable change to a 
large proportion of the horizontal view and a moderate portion of the vertical field of view. Wind 
farms are a common feature in views from the south-facing slopes of the valley, in a similar location 
to where the proposed development is located. Large plant movement and infrastructure 
associated with access track formations with the ongoing restoration works at Glenmuckloch is also 
a common feature of this part of the valley. 

Magnitude of Change during construction: Medium 

Magnitude of Change during operation: Medium 

Residual Visual Effect and Significance during Construction: 
Moderate and Significant;  
Residual Visual Effect and Significance during Operation: 
Moderate and Significant 

 

Viewpoint 5: St.Connel’s Church (see Figure 6.18) 

Distance and direction to nearest turbine: 5.2km, SSW  

Landscape Character Area: North West Lowther (Southern Uplands LCT) 

Receptor: Recreation - Historic  
Visual Sensitivity: High to Medium 

Existing View: 
Represents an open, expansive from the graveyard on the edge of the ruins of St.Connel’s Church. 
The former church and grounds is located on the fringes of the south facing slopes of the Nithsdale 
valley looking across the gently undulating to upper valley towards the Southern Uplands forming 
the middle distant skyline. Several features including a length of stone wall demarcating the church 
yard perimeter, Kirkland Plantation in the middle ground and the long, simple and slightly 
undulating skyline of the upland hills create a strong horizontal grain within this composition. 
Dispersed built form including the residential cluster of Kirkland is screened from view by 
plantations and intervening areas of woodland whilst views of the lower valley are contained by 
intervening landform which deflect the eye upwards towards the hills forming the skyline.  
 
Landscape components: Large scale, open landscape comprising a simple pattern of interlocking hill 
summits above a perceived medium to large scale pastoral landscape within the foreground and 
middle ground. A mix of pastoral and arable fields are defined by Kirkland Plantation which screen 
further views across the valley and deflect the eye upwards towards the Southern Uplands and the 
Proposed Development site. Heather moorland and some geometric coniferous plantations visible 
across the upper slopes of the valley and the Southern Uplands which limit provide a distant large 
scale backdrop.  
 
Man-made components: Lengths of stone walls, geometric blocks of forestry/ plantations including 
Kirkland Plantation and forest across Libry Moor; and operational wind farms visible. Within the 
wider view the mast near the summit of Todholes Hill is visible to the east. 
 
Represents a typical wide-open view experienced by visitors to St.Connel’s Church and recreational 
users of the core path as well as hill walkers on-route to the summit of Kirkland Hill. 

Proposed View: 
All 24no. turbines are visible, mostly backclothed by the more elevated interlinking upper slopes of 
Mynwhirr Hill and Corserig Hill beyond the site. The hubs and blades of 4 outer lying turbines in the 
south-west part of the site are visible above the skyline. The extent of Proposed Development 
occupies approximately 30% of the horizontal and 6% of the vertical view. 
 
The Proposed Development will add a new vertical, moving component into this expansive upland 
landscape. The Proposed Development forms a moderate component within this wide-open view. 
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Viewpoint 5: St.Connel’s Church (see Figure 6.18) 

Due to intervening features and landform deflecting the eye upwards, the pastoral valley below is 
barely perceptible and the landscape is almost devoid of scale indicators. Within this context, the 
Proposed Development does not dwarf any features but rather relates to the large scale of the 
receiving landform where it is located. Wind turbines and blade movement are an existing character 
of this composition and the Proposed Development will not add an uncharacteristic element nor 
further alter the characteristics and qualities of this panoramic view. 
 
During construction, works associated with the formation of access tracks, associated infrastructure 
and temporary compounds as well as plant movement and cranes will be perceptible. 

Summary 
The introduction of the Proposed Development will bring about a conspicuous and noticeable 
change to a moderate proportion of the horizontal and vertical field of view. Wind farms are a 
common feature in these views, located within a similar part of the landscape and at a similar scale 
above the Nithsdale Valley. Large plant movement and infrastructure associated with access track 
formations is a common feature with the ongoing restoration works at Glenmuckloch within the 
wider view to the west. 

Magnitude of Change during construction: Medium  

Magnitude of Change during operation: Medium 

Residual Visual Effect and Significance during Construction: 
Major-Moderate to Moderate and Significant;  
Residual Visual Effect and Significance during Operation: 
Major-Moderate to Moderate and Significant. 

 

Viewpoint 6: Kelloholm, Southern Edge (see Figure 6.19) 

Distance and direction to nearest turbine: 2.5km, WSW  

Landscape Character Area: Upper Nithsdale (Upper Dale LCT) 

Receptor: Local residents, local road users 
Visual Sensitivity: Medium 

Existing View: 
Represents a worse-case direct view from a minor road on the southern edge of the village of 
Kelloholm. This minor road is semi-rural in character with housing partly defining one side and the 
pastoral landscape on the other side with localised landform restricting more distant views to the 
Southern Uplands further south. Distant views towards the plateau moorland beyond the Nithsdale 
Valley are afforded to the north between areas of built form. The Kello Water and its associated 
well-vegetated corridor extends south from this road corridor and a few small woodland blocks and 
garden boundary vegetation are located further north along the road. Properties are mainly 
orientated towards the minor road and away from the Proposed Development.  
 
Landscape components: medium to large scale, open, undulating pastoral fields defined by post and 
wire fences, with a strong horizontal emphasis and providing the setting to the village of Kelloholm. 
Distant views towards a backdrop of large scale upland moorland. Geometric blocks of coniferous 
plantations on distant hills, and a few blocks in the middle ground, some garden boundary 
vegetation, a few woodlands blocks and the riparian corridor of Kello Water. Localised landform 
restricting most views to the south to west towards the Southern Uplands.  
 
Man-made components: A mix of properties within Kelloholm; mostly 2 storey medium density, 
semi-detached and terraced houses and orientated towards the internal road structure and facing 
each other; street lighting, overhead lines and fence lines; geometric blocks of forestry/ plantations; 
and operational wind farms visible. 
 
Views towards the Proposed Development are oblique for properties along this road however for 
road users this represents a typical direct view travelling west experienced for a section of this road, 
approximately 800 m in total. The receptor will be travelling at speed (approximately 20 mph). 

Proposed View: 
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Viewpoint 6: Kelloholm, Southern Edge (see Figure 6.19) 

14 hubs and blades and a few single upper blades are visible above the skyline. The extent of 
Proposed Development occupies approximately 18% of the horizontal and 5% of the vertical view. 
 
The Proposed Development will add a new vertical, moving component into the prevailing settled 
landscape. Upper parts of 14 turbines will be visible with the remaining 8 turbines screened from 
view by the intervening landform and scattered mature vegetation along middle distant skyline. 
Sanquhar Six and Sanquhar Community wind farms would be visible in successive views to the south 
and perceived at a closer distance. In this regard the part of development visible does not add an 
entirely uncharacteristic element where blade movement is an existing feature. Importantly the 
development does not dwarf landscape features within the middle distance of the view where the 
development is located or compromise the scale of the perceived receiving landscape. 
 
Properties are generally orientated towards the road and away from the Proposed Development. 
Properties have direct views towards operational wind farms perceived at a closer distance. 
 
Intervening local landform and vegetation will screen the majority of construction works although 
upper parts of cranes will be visible in the middle distance for a short, temporary duration. 

Summary 
The introduction of the Proposed Development will bring about a conspicuous and noticeable 
change to a moderate proportion of the horizontal and vertical extent of this ‘worse-case’ direct 
view from the southern edge of Kelloholm. 

Magnitude of Change during construction: Low 

Magnitude of Change during operation: Medium      

Residual Visual Effect and Significance during Construction: 
Moderate-Minor and Not Significant for road users and local residents;  
Residual Visual Effect and Significance during Operation: 
Moderate and Significant for road users and local residents  

 

Viewpoint 7: Kirkland Hill (see Figure 6.20) 

Distance and direction to nearest turbine: 5.2km, SSW  

Landscape Character Area: North West Lowther (Southern Uplands LCT) 

Receptor: Recreation – hill walkers 
Visual Sensitivity: High 

Existing View: 
Represents an elevated, expansive, panoramic view from one of the summits on the fringes of the 
Southern Upland Hills above the north side of the Nithsdale Valley. 360 degree view is afforded 
from this summit which is at 511 m AOD with views across the Southern Uplands to the south and 
along the Nithsdale Valley which forms a distinct physical separation between the upland hills. The 
residential cluster of Kirkland is visible within woodland on the edge of the valley below. To the 
south the ridgeline formed by Blackcraig Hill foreshortens views further south. Views further east 
and west are contained by the ridgeline between Black Hill and the forested slopes of Auchtitench 
Hill. There are a number of operational wind farms visible above the local skyline within southern 
views whilst below the restoration of the Glenmuckloch surface coal mining works is nearing 
completion. 
 
Landscape components: expansive, large scale, open landscape comprising a simple pattern of 
interlocking hill summits above a smaller scale pastoral landscape across the valley below. Land 
cover predominantly rough grassland and heather moorland with some geometric coniferous 
plantations visible across slopes in the middle ground with plateau moorland hills and summits and 
the extended area of Southern Uplands providing a distant large scale backdrop on the other side of 
the valley. The change in land cover from green pastoral fields defined by a network of hedgerows, 
shelterbelts and riparian planting to open areas of heather moorland is distinct.  
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Viewpoint 7: Kirkland Hill (see Figure 6.20) 

Man-made components: Undergoing restoration of Glenmuckloch surface coal mining works 
evident, geometric blocks of forestry/ plantations; and operational wind farms visible above the 
local skyline created by the Southern Uplands on the north and south side of the valley. 
 
Represents a typical expansive view experienced by hill walkers from the summit of Kirkland Hill and 
users of the core path near St. Connel’s Church. 

Proposed View: 
All 24no. turbines are visible above the intervening landform however below the middle distant 
skyline created by Blackcraig Hill and Whiteside Hill. As such, the Proposed Development is 
backclothed by the Southern Upland hills above the southern side of the Nithsdale Valley. The 
extent of Proposed Development occupies approximately 25% of the horizontal and approximately 
9% of the vertical view. 
 
The Proposed Development will add a new vertical, moving component into this expansive upland 
landscape. The Proposed Development forms a small component within this panoramic view and 
relates to the large scale of the receiving landform where it is located. Wind turbines and blade 
movement are an existing character of this composition and the proposed development will not 
add an uncharacteristic element nor further alter the characteristics, qualities of this panoramic 
view. 
 
During construction, works associated with the formation of access tracks, associated infrastructure 
and temporary compounds as well as plant movement may be perceptible but at this elevation and 
distance and depending on weather conditions it is likely views will be diminished. 

Summary 
The introduction of the Proposed Development will bring about a conspicuous and noticeable 
change to a moderate proportion of the horizontal and vertical field of view. Wind farms are a 
common feature in views from Kirkland Hill summit within the small part of the view where the 
proposed development is located. Large plant movement and infrastructure associated with access 
track formations is a common feature with the ongoing restoration works at Glenmuckloch. 

Magnitude of Change during construction: Negligible  

Magnitude of Change during operation: Medium  

Residual Visual Effect and Significance during Construction: 
Negligible and Not Significant for hill walkers;  
Residual Visual Effect and Significance during Operation: 
Major-Moderate and Significant for hill walkers  

 

Viewpoint 8: Sanquhar Railway Bridge (see Figure 6.21) 

Distance and direction to nearest turbine: 7.3km, W  

Landscape Character Area: Upper Nithsdale (Upper Dale LCT) 

Receptor: Local residents, local road users (unclassified), commuters/train passengers 
Visual Sensitivity: Medium  

Existing View: 
Elevated view across Sanquhar and its pastoral setting towards the Southern Uplands from the 
higher north-eastern fringes of the town. The view is taken from a minor road as it crosses over the 
railway line which is in a deep cutting through Sanquhar, and located above the train station 
platform. Some built form of the town is visible in the foreground of views with mature tree cover 
across gardens in the town and woodland blocks, riparian planting and shelterbelts punctuating the 
pastoral fields beyond the town create a sense of maturity and settled character to Sanquhar and 
its setting. The well-defined pastoral fields containing dispersed built form and associated 
shelterbelts/mature tree groups give way to the heather moorland across the upper slopes and the 
fringes of the Southern Uplands which creates a smooth, long and slightly undulating skyline and 
effectively contains more distant views further south.  
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Viewpoint 8: Sanquhar Railway Bridge (see Figure 6.21) 

Landscape components: urban form nestled into a pastoral valley setting of medium scale. The 
strongly agricultural setting rises towards more open, simple pattern of upland hills which are larger 
in scale and contain further distant views. Numerous landscape features across the town and 
agricultural setting including a large amount of riparian planting, garden boundary features, 
hedgerows, woodland blocks, tree groups and vegetation associated with the railway corridor 
create a mature settled character. The larger scale upper slopes are covered by coniferous forests 
and blocks of plantations which occasionally form the middle distant skyline. 
 
Man-made components: Low to medium density urban form mainly comprising two storey 
detached and semi-detached dwellings spreading across the lower slopes of the valley, a church 
spire is visible in the middle distance on the western fringes of the town, a chimney associated with 
a former industrial building close to the railway is visible in the wider view whilst numerous other 
man-made elements such as street lighting, fence lines, stone walls and overhead lines feature in 
the wider viewpoint. Blocks of forestry/ plantations and operational wind farms also common 
features visible on the upland slopes in the middle distance. 
 
This represents a worse-case direct view for receptors travelling south along the minor road as it 
crosses over the railway line. Views towards the Proposed Development are semi-oblique for 
properties facing onto this road and overlooking the train station.  

Proposed View: 
The church spire partly obstruct views towards a few turbines and intervening tree cover screens 
lower towers of a few other turbines. 21 turbines will be visible and backclothed by rising landform 
beyond, with the exception of 7 single upper blades which will be visible above the skyline. Extent 
of development occupies approximately 9% of the horizontal and a very small part of vertical view. 
 
Scale indicators such as single mature tree, the church spire, overhead lines in the foreground of 
views are at a comparatively large scale to the Proposed Development visible beyond which forms a 
small part of the elevated view. As such, the development is perceived to fit the scale of the 
receiving landscape and elements within in it without distorting the landscape perspective. 
Sanquhar Six and Sanquhar Community wind farms visible in successive views to the south-west and 
perceived at a similar scale. In this regard the Proposed Development does not add an entirely 
uncharacteristic element where blade movement is an existing feature, however, it does slightly 
create visual confusion with a few overlapping turbines in the vicinity of the church spire.  
 
Built forms are generally orientated towards the road and away from the Proposed Development. 
Properties have filtered views towards operational wind farms along the same skyline. 
Road users will experience a semi-oblique view travelling south for a short duration as it crosses 
over the railway line. Vegetation associated with the railway line and built form across central and 
western parts of Sanquhar will contain any more views form this area.  
 
Intervening tree cover will screen the majority of ground works although upper parts of cranes will 
be visible in the middle distance for a short, temporary duration. 

Summary 
The introduction of the Proposed Development will bring about an apparent and noticeable change 
to a moderate proportion of the horizontal extent and a small portion of the vertical extent of this 
‘worse-case’ direct view from the north-western fringes of Sanquhar. 

Magnitude of Change during construction: Low 

Magnitude of Change during operation: Low  

Residual Visual Effect and Significance during Construction: 
Moderate-Minor and Not Significant for road users and local residents;  
Residual Visual Effect and Significance during Operation: 
Moderate-Minor and Not Significant for road users and local residents 
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Viewpoint 9: Sanquhar Academy Entrance (see Figure 6.22) 

Distance and direction to nearest turbine: 6.3km, SW 

Landscape Character Area: Upper Nithsdale (Upper Dale LCT) 

Receptor: Local residents, workers, road users (A76) 
Visual Sensitivity: Medium  

Existing View: 
This viewpoint is located opposite the entrance to Sanquhar Academy (secondary school), along the 
Glasgow Road (A76), located in the north-west fringes of the settlement form of Sanquhar. The 
wider view (although not contained in the single shot) comprises a rural agricultural context with 
scattered built form nestled into the lower valley slopes and often protected by areas of mature 
tree cover. The Nithsdale Valley forms an attractive, settled pastoral setting to the fringes of the 
urban area. Some glimpsed and more prolonged views are afforded south-west towards The Knipe 
on the fringes of the Southern Uplands and beyond the Proposed Development site. This view is 
framed by mature tree cover associated with Sanquhar House and Sanquhar Industrial Estate.  
 
Landscape components: medium scale, undulating pastoral fields defined by lengths of stone wall, 
hedgerows and mature tree cover including woodland belts and riparian planting associated with 
the River Nith corridor within the middle ground of the view. Upper slopes are covered by 
coniferous forest which form the local skyline and contain the majority of more distant views 
towards the Southern Uplands. 
 
Man-made components: The wider view contains a few large built forms of the Sanquhar Academy 
and within the industrial estate slightly further west along theA76. Rear gardens of two storey 
properties extend towards the road corridor adjacent to the school and are orientated towards the 
internal road structure. Lengths of stone walls, street lighting, overhead lines and road signs are 
common features along this section of the A76 with views of blocks of forestry/ plantations and 
operational wind farms visible in the middle distance. 
 
Views towards the proposed development are oblique for properties and Sanquhar Academy along 
this section of the A76 however for road users this represents a typical direct view travelling west 
through Sanquhar. 

Proposed View:  
22 turbines will be visible. Turbines within the middle part of the development will be mostly 
backclothed by The Knipe with upper blades visible above the skyline. Hub and blades of outer 
turbines visible above the skyline. The extent of Proposed Development occupies approximately 7% 
of the horizontal and a very small part of the vertical view. 
 
The coniferous forest across Libry Moor screens views of the lower towers with most hubs and 
upper blades visible above the tree line. With distant views of the Southern Uplands also mostly 
screened within this viewpoint by the Libry Moor Forest the pastoral valley setting with the larger 
scale of the Southern Uplands above is not appreciated in this single shot. Scale indicators such as 
single mature trees and an overhead line in the foreground of views are at a comparatively large 
scale to the visible hubs and blades beyond. As such, the Proposed Development is perceived to fit 
the scale of the receiving landscape and elements within in it without distorting the landscape 
perspective. Sanquhar Six and Sanquhar Community wind farms visible in successive views to the 
south-west and perceived at a similar scale. In this regard the part of Proposed Development visible 
does not add an entirely uncharacteristic element where blade movement is an existing feature, 
however, it does slightly create visual confusion with a few overlapping blades.  
 
Built forms are generally orientated towards the road and away from the Proposed Development. 
Properties have filtered views towards operational wind farms. 
 
Road users will experience a direct view travelling west for a moderate duration, although 
numerous intervening areas of mature vegetation, built form and road-side planting lining the road 
corridor will frequently interrupt and filter/screen views. 
 



SANDY KNOWE WIND FARM 6-84 Landscape and Visual 

 

Viewpoint 9: Sanquhar Academy Entrance (see Figure 6.22) 

Intervening tree cover will screen the majority of ground works although upper parts of cranes will 
be visible in the middle distance for a short, temporary duration. 

Summary 
The introduction of the Proposed Development will bring about an apparent and noticeable change 
to a moderate proportion of the horizontal extent and a small portion of the vertical extent of this 
‘worse-case’ direct view from the north-western fringes of Sanquhar. 

Magnitude of Change during construction: Negligible 

Magnitude of Change during operation: Low  

Residual Visual Effect and Significance during Construction: 
Negligible and Not Significant for road users, workers and local residents;  
Residual Visual Effect and Significance during Operation: 
Moderate-Minor and Not Significant for road users, workers and local residents 

 

Viewpoint 10: Southern Upland Way, North East Approach to Sanquhar (see Figure 6.23) 

Distance and direction to nearest turbine: 8.0km, W 

Landscape Character Area: Upper Nithsdale (Upper Dale LCT) 

Receptor: Recreation – hill walkers 
Visual Sensitivity: High 

Existing View: 
Represents an elevated, panoramic view from the Southern Upland Way, on the south facing slopes 
on the approach to Sanquhar from the north-east. The viewpoint is located on the upper slopes of 
south facing slopes looking along the Nithsdale Valley and upwards towards the Southern Uplands 
Hills which contain the valley setting to more distant views. The surrounding strongly pastoral 
setting is very settled and contains the built form of Sanquhar which is perceived to be nestled in to 
the valley and well-defined by mature tree cover. Fingers of tree cover extend outwards from the 
town into the countryside creating green corridors with a high number of woodland blocks, 
shelterbelts, tree groups, and riparian planting which then gives way to coniferous blocks across the 
higher slopes and summits. The consolidated built form of Kelloholm and Kirkconnel are visible 
nestled further up along the valley floor in the distance. There are a number of operational wind 
farms visible above the local skyline within southern and eastern views whilst within the far right of 
the view the large-scale restoration of Glenmuckloch is visible. 
 
Landscape components: medium scale, broad, gently undulating pastoral valley defined by gently 
rising pastoral hills which merge with a series of interlinking upland hills and summits. Long distance 
views are afforded along the valley with scattered towns, villages and dispersed properties nestled 
onto the lower valley sides and surrounded by a high number of landscape components including 
woodland belts, riparian planting, shelterbelts, mature tree groups and road side planting. 
Improved grassland gives way to heather moorland on upland slopes and tree cover in the form of 
geometric blocks of coniferous forest and plantations.  
 
Man-made components: Undergoing restoration of Glenmuckloch surface coal mining works 
evident, built form of Sanquhar, Kelloholm and Kirkconnel and dispersed single properties and 
farmsteads; a number of overhead lines; lengths of stone walls defining medium sized pastoral 
fields; geometric blocks of forestry/ plantations; and operational wind farms visible along the 
upland slopes of the Southern uplands within a similar location to the Proposed Development. 
 
Represents a typical wide, open view experienced by hill walkers along this section of the Southern 
Upland Way approaching Sanquhar from the north-east. Intervening localised landform and blocks 
of plantations and forest in close proximity to the route further to the north-east will contain most 
views on the upper slopes above Sanquhar. 

Proposed View: 
Theoretically, all 24no. turbines are visible and most turbines are backclothed by the rising slopes of 
White Hill and White Cairn. A few single upper blades are visible above the skyline. The extent of 
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Viewpoint 10: Southern Upland Way, North East Approach to Sanquhar (see Figure 6.23) 

Proposed Development occupies approximately 8% of the horizontal and a very small part of the 
vertical view. 
 
The Proposed Development will add a new vertical, moving component into the expansive upland 
landscape above the pastoral valley. The Proposed Development forms a small component within 
this wide open view and relates to the large scale of the receiving landform where it is located. 
Wind turbines and blade movement are an existing character of this composition and the Proposed 
Development will not add an uncharacteristic element nor further alter the characteristics and 
qualities of this panoramic view. 
 
During construction, works associated with the formation of access tracks, associated infrastructure 
and temporary compounds as well as plant movement may be perceptible but at this elevation and 
distance and depending on weather conditions it is likely views will be diminished. 

Summary 
The introduction of the Proposed Development will bring about a conspicuous and noticeable 
change to a moderate proportion of the horizontal and vertical field of view. Wind farms are a 
common feature in views from this section of the SUW. Large plant movement and infrastructure 
associated with access track formations is a common feature with the ongoing restoration works at 
Glenmuckloch. 

Magnitude of Change during construction: Negligible 

Magnitude of Change during operation: Low 

Residual Visual Effect and Significance during Construction: 
Negligible and Not Significant for hill walkers;  
Residual Visual Effect and Significance during Operation: 
Moderate and Significant for hill walkers 

 

Viewpoint 11: Crawick Artland (see Figure 6.24) 

Distance and direction to nearest turbine: 6.9km, WSW  

Landscape Character Area: Upper Nithsdale (Upper Dale LCT) 

Receptor: Recreation – visitors, local residents 
Visual Sensitivity: High to Medium 

Existing View: 
This viewpoint represents a ‘worse case’ elevated view from one of the two highest parts of the 
artland sculpture at Crawick Artland Multiverse. This landscape art design has transformed a former 
open cast coal mine into a landmark open space destination. From these two summits (which have 
been designed to replicate two galaxies in the universe) 360° distant panoramic views are afforded 
across the areas of grass, boulder lined paths, stone circles, and circular grass embankments 
comprising the Crawick Artland towards the Nithsdale Valley and the Southern Uplands beyond 
defining the middle distant skyline.  
 
Landscape components: area of open space and passive recreation defined by woodland belts and 
tree cover on the periphery with the medium scale, undulating pastoral fields defined by lengths of 
punctuated with woodland belts and riparian planting associated with the River Nith corridor within 
the middle ground of the view. Parts of the upper slopes are covered by coniferous forest which 
form the local skyline and contain the majority of more distant views towards the inner parts of the 
Southern Uplands beyond the site. 
 
Man-made components: Crawick Artland itself, some dispersed built forms across the pastoral 
valley in the middle ground, geometric blocks of forestry/ plantations; and operational wind farms 
visible along the upland slopes of the Southern uplands within a similar location to the Proposed 
Development. 
 
The vast majority of views across the Crawick Artland are contained by the engineered landform 
across the land art itself and woodland cover along the periphery. 
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Viewpoint 11: Crawick Artland (see Figure 6.24) 

Proposed View: 
All 24 turbines will be visible. Turbines within the middle part of the development will be mostly 
backclothed by The Knipe and Hare Hill with upper blades of a few turbines visible above the 
skyline. Hub and blades of outer turbines within southern part of the site visible above the skyline. 
The extent of Proposed Development occupies approximately 10% of the horizontal and a very 
small part of the vertical view. 
 
From this elevated view from Crawick Artland the receptor has a wide open view of the Nithsdale 
valley with the Southern Upland hills forming the local skyline. The Proposed Development is visible 
within the sweep of grass moorland above the green pastoral fields with Libry Moor plantation 
acting as a physical line between pastoral valley and uplands. Other wind farms are visible within 
the context above the skyline and perceived at a similar scale. Indicators such as mature tree cover 
and an overhead line in the foreground and middle distance are perceived at a larger scale than the 
proposed development. As such, the Proposed Development is perceived to fit the scale of the 
receiving landscape and elements within in it without distorting the landscape perspective. 
Sanquhar Six and Sanquhar Community wind farms visible in successive views to the south-west and 
perceived at a similar scale. In this regard the part of Proposed Development visible does not add an 
entirely uncharacteristic element where blade movement is an existing feature, however, it does 
slightly create visual confusion with a few overlapping blades of Hare Hill.  
 
Visitors will experience panoramic views across the valley towards the long and extensive skyline 
where the proposed development is located from areas of high ground within Crawick Artland with 
intervening local landform and mature vegetation cover limiting/containing most other views out in 
other directions. 
 
During construction, works associated with the formation of access tracks, associated infrastructure 
and temporary compounds as well as plant movement may be perceptible but at this elevation and 
distance and depending on weather conditions it is likely views will be diminished. 

Summary 
The introduction of the Proposed Development will bring about an apparent and noticeable change 
to a small proportion of the horizontal and vertical extent of this ‘worse-case’ direct view from a 
high point within Crawick Artland. 

Magnitude of Change during construction: Negligible 

Magnitude of Change during operation: Low  

Residual Visual Effect and Significance during Construction: 
Negligible and Not Significant for visitors, residents;  
Residual Visual Effect and Significance during Operation: 
Moderate to Moderate-Minor and Not Significant for visitors, residents 

 

Viewpoint 12: Southern Upland Way near Ulzieside (see Figure 6.25) 

Distance and direction to nearest turbine: 6.0km, NW 

Landscape Character Area: Nithsdale (Southern Uplands LCT) 

Receptor: Recreation – hill walkers 
Visual Sensitivity: High  

Existing View: 
Represents an elevated, panoramic view from the Southern Upland Way, on the north facing slopes 
above Ulzieside on the approach to Whing Head. Views across the River Nith valley towards the 
Southern Uplands to the north are afforded with Kelloholm, Kirkconnel and Sanquhar visible. The 
radar facility on Lowther Hill is visible with the mast at Todholes Hill also apparent above the distant 
skyline. There are a number of operational wind farms prominent in the foreground of west and 
north-west facing views from this location and distant views towards wind farms on the Southern 
Uplands to the north also visible, some backclothed and others visible above the distant horizon.  
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Viewpoint 12: Southern Upland Way near Ulzieside (see Figure 6.25) 

Landscape components: expansive, large scale, open landscape comprising a simple pattern of 
interlocking hill summits comprising heather moorland. Geometric coniferous plantations are visible 
on some summits and slopes in the middle ground and the extended area of Southern Uplands 
providing a distant large scale backdrop.  
 
Man-made components: Geometric blocks of forestry/ plantations; and operational wind farms 
visible above the Southern Uplands skyline to the north and south of the valley. 
 
Represents a ‘worse-case’ expansive view experienced by hill walkers along this section of the 
Southern Upland Way. Frequent areas of forest blocks/plantations combined with locally complex 
intervening landform often restrict semi-direct to oblique views out across the Nithsdale Valley. 

Proposed View: 
Tower and blade sweeps of most turbines are visible above the local skyline created by the 
interlocking slopes of White Hill and White Knowe where the development is located. The extent of 
development occupies approximately 15% of the horizontal and a very small part of the vertical 
view. 
 
The Proposed Development will add a new vertical, moving component into this expansive upland 
landscape. Several lower towers are screened by intervening localised landform and the tops of 
coniferous blocks which extend down the slopes of the site towards the valley below. Several outer 
lying turbines are partly backclothed by the Southern Uplands above the north side of the valley. 
Within this large-scale simple composition of land and sky, the Proposed Development forms a 
small component. There are no scale indicators to distort the perspective of this landscape other 
than the large-scale of the receiving landform where it is located. Wind turbines and blade 
movement are an existing character of this composition and the Proposed Development will not 
add an uncharacteristic element nor further alter the characteristics and qualities of this panoramic 
view. 
 
During construction, some works associated with the formation of access tracks, associated 
infrastructure, temporary compounds and plant machinery including cranes will form additional, 
temporary elements in this view for a short duration. From this elevated middle distant viewpoint 
and depending on weather conditions views will be diminished. 

Summary 
The introduction of the Proposed Development will bring about an apparent and noticeable change 
to a small proportion of the horizontal and a very small part of the vertical field of view. Wind farms 
are a common feature in foreground and more distant views along this section of the Southern 
upland way.  

Magnitude of Change during construction: Negligible  

Magnitude of Change during operation: Low 

Residual Visual Effect and Significance during Construction: 
Negligible and Not Significant for hill walkers;  
Residual Visual Effect and Significance during Operation: 
Moderate and Significant for hill walkers  

 

Viewpoint 13: Coupland Knowe (see Figure 6.26) 

Distance and direction to nearest turbine: 10.8km, WSW  

Landscape Character Area: North West Lowther (Southern Uplands LCT) 

Receptor: Recreation – hill walkers 
Visual Sensitivity: High 

Existing View: 
Represents an elevated, expansive, panoramic view from Coupland Knowe summits on the fringes 
of the Southern Upland Hills above the north-east side of the Nithsdale Valley. 360 degree view is 
afforded from this summit which is at 515 m AOD with views across the Southern Uplands to the 
south and along the Nithsdale Valley which forms a distinct physical separation between the upland 



SANDY KNOWE WIND FARM 6-88 Landscape and Visual 

 

Viewpoint 13: Coupland Knowe (see Figure 6.26) 

hills. The town of Sanquhar is visible within the valley below. There are a number of operational 
wind farms visible above the distant skyline within southern views whilst to the west the restoration 
of the Glenmuckloch surface coal mining works is nearing completion. 
 
Landscape components: expansive, large scale, open landscape comprising fields of rough grassland 
punctuated by small blocks of woodland associated with dispersed farmsteads. Due to the local 
topography views are deflected towards the western side of the valley and the southern uplands 
framing the valley and restricting more distant views beyond. Numerous landscape components 
located across the valley and blocks of plantations extending up the valley sides towards the 
interlocking hills and summits.  
 
Man-made components: Scattered settlement including a town and dispersed properties and 
farmsteads, geometric blocks of forestry/ plantations; and operational wind farms visible along the 
upland slopes of the Southern uplands within a similar location to the proposed development. 
 
Represents a typical expansive view experienced by hill walkers from the summit of Coupland 
Knowe. 

Proposed View: 
All 24no. turbines are visible, mostly backclothed by the rising slopes of White Hill and Hare Hill and 
The Knipe beyond the site. The extent of Proposed Development occupies approximately 9% of the 
horizontal and a very small part of the vertical view. 
 
The Proposed Development will add a new vertical, moving component into this expansive upland 
landscape. At this distance the change in land cover and land use is subtle however, the Proposed 
Development is still perceived to sit above the pastoral landscape and on the fringes of the 
Southern Uplands, forming a small component within this expansive panoramic view. It is perceived 
to fit the scale of the receiving upland landscape and does not appear to dwarf any landscape 
elements within the valley below. A number of wind farms located on the fringes and inner parts of 
the Southern Uplands to the north and south of the valley are visible from this summit and form an 
existing man-made element within this composition. Other wind farms are located at a similar scale 
and elevation to the Proposed Development within the same portion of the view and it will not add 
an uncharacteristic element nor further alter the characteristics and qualities of this panoramic 
view. 
 
During construction, works associated with the formation of access tracks, associated infrastructure 
and temporary compounds as well as plant movement may be perceptible but at this elevation and 
distance and depending on weather conditions it is likely views will be diminished. 

Summary 
The introduction of the Proposed Development will bring about an apparent and minor change to a 
small proportion of the horizontal and vertical field of view. Wind farms are a common feature in 
views from the summit of Coupland Knowe within the small part of the view where the Proposed 
Development is located and within the wider context.  

Magnitude of Change during construction: Negligible  

Magnitude of Change during operation: Low to Negligible 

Residual Visual Effect and Significance during Construction: 
Negligible and Not Significant for hill walkers;  
Residual Visual Effect and Significance during Operation: 
Moderate to Moderate-Minor and Not Significant for hill walkers 

 

Viewpoint 14: East Mount Lowther (see Figure 6.27) 

Distance and direction to nearest turbine: 16.4 km, W  

Landscape Character Area: North West Lowther (Southern Uplands LCT) 

Receptor: Recreation – hill walkers 
Visual Sensitivity: High 
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Viewpoint 14: East Mount Lowther (see Figure 6.27) 

Existing View: 
Represents an elevated, expansive, panoramic view from the summit of East Mount Lowther 
(Thirstane Hill) within the Southern Uplands above the west side of the Nithsdale Valley. Full 360 
degree views are afforded from this summit which is at 583m AOD, with views across the Southern 
Uplands to the north and south of the valley which forms a physical separation between the upland 
hills. Due to landform in the foreground views are restricted towards the south-side of the valley. At 
this distance details within the landscape are diminished. Rather, the different colours associated 
with the various land uses and land cover are evident with the lush green colours and small blocks 
of dark green within the pastoral valley contrasting with the brown hues of the heather moorland 
and large dark green blocks of the coniferous forests and plantations on the upper enclosing slopes 
of the southern uplands.  
 
Landscape components: expansive, large scale, open landscape comprising continuous areas of 
rough grassland punctuated by large coniferous plantations and forests. Due to the local 
topography views are deflected towards the western side of the valley and the southern uplands 
framing the valley and restricting more distant views beyond. 
 
Man-made components: Geometric blocks of forestry/ plantations; and operational wind farms 
visible along the upland slopes of the Southern uplands within a similar location to the proposed 
development. 
 
Represents a typical expansive view experienced by hill walkers from the summit of East Mount 
Lowther. 

Proposed View: 
All 24no. turbines are visible and backclothed by the rising slopes of White Hill and Hare Hill and The 
Knipe beyond the site. The extent of Proposed Development occupies approximately a small part of 
the horizontal and vertical view. 
 
The Proposed Development will add a new vertical component into this expansive upland 
landscape, although due to distance and elevation blade movement will be barely perceptible. The 
change in land cover and land use is subtle however, the Proposed Development is perceived to be 
located within the brown hues of the heather moorland and above the lush green colours of the 
pastoral valley. The Proposed Development forms a small component and a very small portion of 
the wider expansive panoramic view where it is perceived to fit the scale of the receiving upland 
landscape and features within it. A number of wind farms located on the fringes and inner parts of 
the Southern Uplands to the north and south of the valley are visible from this summit and form an 
existing man-made element within this composition. Other wind farms are located at a similar scale 
and elevation to the proposed development within the same portion of the view and it will not add 
an uncharacteristic element nor further alter the characteristics and qualities of this panoramic 
view. 
 
During construction, works will barely be perceptible. On very clear days it is likely cranes will be 
visible. 

Summary 
The introduction of the Proposed Development will bring about an apparent and minor change to a 
small proportion of the horizontal and vertical field of view. Wind farms are a common feature in 
views from the summit of East Mount Lowther within the small part of the view where the 
proposed development is located and within the wider context.  

Magnitude of Change during construction: Negligible 

Magnitude of Change during operation: Negligible 

Residual Visual Effect and Significance during Construction: 
Negligible and Not Significant for hill walkers;  
Residual Visual Effect and Significance during Operation: 
Negligible and Not Significant for hill walkers 
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Viewpoint 15: Blackcraig Hill (see Figure 6.28) 

Distance and direction to nearest turbine: 5.1km, NE  

Landscape Character Area: Southern Uplands LCT 

Receptor: Recreation – hill walkers 
Visual Sensitivity: High 

Existing View: 
Represents an elevated, expansive, panoramic view from one of the summits on the fringes of the 
inner Southern Upland Hills. 360 degree view is afforded from this summit which is at 510 m AOD 
with views across the Southern Uplands to the north, the Ayrshire lowlands and coastline to the 
west and the Nithsdale Valley below. Views are open with land cover comprising rough grassland 
and heather moorland with some extensive geometric blocks of coniferous forestry cloaking 
summits and slopes of interlocking hills across the uplands and creating a simple landscape pattern 
and large-scale. There are a number of operational wind farms visible from this elevated location. 
However, they do not dominate the visual quality of views given that they form very small 
components within such an expansive upland landscape, and form a very small portion of the 
horizontal and vertical extent of views.  
Landscape components: expansive, large scale, open landscape comprising a simple pattern of 
interlocking hill summits. Small rock intrusions break up the rough grassland and heather moorland 
land cover and several fence lines are also visible. Geometric coniferous plantations are visible on 
some summits and slopes in the middle ground with plateau moorland hills and summits and the 
extended area of Southern Uplands providing a distant large scale backdrop.  
Man-made components: Some fence lines; geometric blocks of forestry/ plantations; and 
operational wind farms visible across the Southern Upland to the north and east, inner Southern 
Uplands to the south, and plateau moorland further north. 
 
Represents a typical expansive view experienced by hill walkers from the summit of Blackcraig. 

Proposed View: 
Upper tower and blade sweeps of most turbines will be visible above the intervening landform and 
all 24 turbines are backclothed by the distant Southern Uplands above the northern side of the 
Nithsdale Valley. The extent of Proposed Development occupies approximately 23% of the 
horizontal and 8% of the vertical view. 
 
The Proposed Development will add a new vertical, moving component into this expansive upland 
landscape. The lower parts of the turbine towers are screened from view and all 24 turbines are 
fully backclothed by the Southern Uplands in the distance. The Proposed Development forms a 
small component within this panoramic view and relates to the large scale of the receiving landform 
where it is located. Wind turbines and blade movement are an existing character of this 
composition and the Proposed Development will not add an uncharacteristic element nor further 
alter the characteristics and qualities of this panoramic view. 
 
During construction, some works associated with the formation of access tracks, associated 
infrastructure and temporary compounds will be screened by intervening landform however cranes 
and some plant movement will be visible for a short, temporary duration.  

Summary 
The introduction of the Proposed Development will bring about a conspicuous and noticeable 
change to a moderate proportion of the horizontal and vertical field of view. Wind farms are a 
common feature in views from Blackcraig Hill summit.  

Magnitude of Change during construction: Low  

Magnitude of Change during operation: Medium  

Residual Visual Effect and Significance during Construction: 
Moderate and Significant for hill walkers;  
Residual Visual Effect and Significance during Operation: 
Major-Moderate and Significant for hill walkers  
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Viewpoint 16: Vicinity of Mansfield (see Figure 6.29) 

Distance and direction to nearest turbine: 7.2km, SE  

Landscape Character Area: Upland Basin LCT 

Receptor: Local residents, local road users (unclassified road) 
Visual Sensitivity: Medium  

Existing View: 
This viewpoint is located on the eastern edge of the urban area of Mansfield. Mansfield merges 
with the village of Pathhead, located to the immediate north of New Cumnock. This viewpoint has 
been selected to illustrate the worse-case scenario from this area of built form. The vast majority of 
views across New Cumnock, Pathhead and Mansfield are generally contained by a combination of 
built form, riparian planting along the River Nith and Afton Water, blocks of woodland, shelterbelts, 
and mature tree groups. Where distant views are afforded towards the Southern Uplands, the 
prevailing topography across The Knipe and Corsican Hill and local landform in the foreground 
effectively restrict views towards the proposed site.  
 
Landscape components: medium scale, gently undulating to flat pastoral fields often infested with 
rushes due to damp ground conditions and proximity to the River Nith and Afton Water. Field 
boundaries mostly comprising post and wire fences creating wide, open views across the broad 
valley floor with small tree groups and woodland blocks occasionally punctuating the landscape. 
The long simple skyline of the Southern Uplands provides the backdrop to this strongly pastoral 
setting. 
 
Man-made components: The wider view contains scattered built forms and farmsteads and a bridge 
crossing over the railway line in the middle distance. Due to the strongly linear nature of the railway 
line where it often cuts across this part of the landscape in a slight cutting, is not visible from this 
location. The operational Hare Hill Wind Farm and Hare Hill Extension is partly visible above the 
skyline created by The Knipe and in successive views to the east. Behind the receptor, lies a 
relatively dense urban form of New Cumnock, Pathhead and Mansfield where properties are 
generally orientated towards each other and the internal road structure.  
 
This represents a ‘worse-case’ direct view travelling east along this unclassified road on the edge of 
Mansfield. Most fringe properties have oblique views.  

Proposed View: 
5 hubs and blades and a single upper blade will be visible above the skyline which is partly defined 
by forest blocks. Mature vegetation along the skyline screens views of most of the turbines. The 
extent of Proposed Development occupies a small part of the horizontal and a very small 
percentage of the vertical view. 
 
Perception of the actual scale of the Proposed Development is obscured by intervening landform 
and whilst the Proposed Development adds some visual confusion to the composition, the blades 
visible do not dwarf other features within the pastoral landscape and are perceived to be located at 
a similar elevation to the operational Hare Hill further along the skyline. As such, the Proposed 
Development is perceived to fit the scale of the receiving landscape and elements within in it 
without distorting the landscape perspective. With other wind farms visible, the part of Proposed 
Development visible does not add an entirely uncharacteristic element where blade movement is 
an existing feature. 
 
Built forms are generally orientated towards the road and away from the Proposed Development. 
 
Road users will experience a direct view travelling east for a very short duration, although 
intervening localised landform and intervening scattered tree groups and built form will mostly 
screen views. 
 
Intervening tree cover and local landform will screen all ground works. Upper parts of cranes may 
potentially be visible for a short, temporary duration. 

Summary 
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Viewpoint 16: Vicinity of Mansfield (see Figure 6.29) 

The introduction of the Proposed Development will bring about an apparent and minor change to a 
small proportion of the horizontal extent and the vertical extent of this ‘worse-case’ direct view 
from the eastern edge of Mansfield. 

Magnitude of Change during construction: Negligible 

Magnitude of Change during operation: Low  

Residual Visual Effect and Significance during Construction: 
Negligible and Not Significant for local road users and local residents;  
Residual Visual Effect and Significance during Operation: 
Moderate-Minor and Not Significant for local road users and local residents.  

 

Table 6.14 - Summary of Predicted Effects on Viewpoints 

ID Name/ 
Description 

Distance/ 
Direction to 
Nearest 
Turbine 

Sensitivity Residual Effect and Significance 

Construction Operational 

1 Cairn Bridge, 
A76 

1.3km; SE Medium 
for road 
users; 
High for 
properties 

Moderate for road 
users; Major-
Moderate for 
properties; 
Significant 

Major-Moderate; 
Significant for both 
receptor groups 

2 Libry Moor 
Footpath 

1.4km; SW High to 
Medium  

Negligible; Not 
Significant 

Major to Major-
Moderate; Significant 

3 The Knowe 2.5km; SW Medium 
for road 
users; 
High for 
properties 

Moderate for road 
users; 
Major-Moderate 
for properties; 
Significant 

Major-Moderate for 
road users; 
Major for properties; 
Significant 

4 Lagrae 3.0km; SSW Medium Moderate; 
Significant 

Moderate; 
Significant 

5 St.Connel’s 
Church 

5.2km; SSW High to 
Medium 

Major-Moderate to 
Moderate; 
Significant 

Major-Moderate to 
Moderate; 
Significant 

6 Kelloholm 2.5km; WSW Medium 
for road 
users and 
for 
residents 

Moderate-Minor; 
Not Significant for 
both receptor 
groups 

Moderate; Significant 
for both receptor 
groups 

7 Kirkland Hill 5.2km; SSW High Negligible;  
Not Significant 

Major-Moderate; 
Significant 

8 Sanquhar 
Railway Bridge 

7.3km; W Medium 
for road 
users, local 
residents 
and 
commuter
s 

Moderate-Minor; 
Not Significant for 
all receptor groups 

Moderate-Minor; 
Not Significant for all 
receptor groups 

9 Sanquhar 
Academy 
Entrance 

6.3km; SW Medium 
for road 
users, local 
residents, 
workers 

Negligible;  
Not Significant for 
all receptor groups 

Moderate-Minor; 
Not Significant 
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ID Name/ 
Description 

Distance/ 
Direction to 
Nearest 
Turbine 

Sensitivity Residual Effect and Significance 

Construction Operational 

10 Southern 
Upland Way, NE 
Sanquhar 

8.0km; W High Negligible; 
Not Significant 

Moderate; 
Significant 

11 Crawick Artland 6.9km; WSW High to 
Medium 

Negligible; 
Not Significant 

Moderate to 
Moderate-Minor; 
Not Significant 

12 Southern 
Upland Way, 
Ulzieside 

6.0km; NW High Negligible; 
Not Significant 

Moderate; 
Significant 

13 Coupland 
Knowe 

10.8km; 
WSW 

High Negligible; 
Not Significant 

Moderate to 
Moderate-Minor; 
Not Significant 

14 East Mount 
Lowther 

16.4 km; W High Negligible; 
Not Significant 

Negligible; 
Not Significant 

15 Blackcraig Hill 5.1km; NE High Moderate;  
Significant 

Major-Moderate; 
Significant 

16 Mansfield 7.2km; SE Medium Negligible;  
Not Significant 

Moderate-Minor; 
Not Significant 

 

6.13 Assessment of Proposed Development on Cumulative Effects - 

Cumulative Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment (CLVIA) 

Introduction 

6.13.1 This section addresses the potential cumulative effects arising from the Proposed 

Development in conjunction with other built, consented and application stage wind 

developments identified within the study area. It should be noted that only planning 

applications submitted and validated before 15th January 2018 have been included within 

the CLVIA. The aim of this CLVIA is not to examine the total significance of effects from a 

number of developments, but rather, is focussed upon the potential relationship between 

developments in conjunction with the Proposed Development. 

6.13.2 The methodology used to undertake this assessment is described in Appendix 6-1: 

Methodology, of this Environmental Statement. It sets out the following and should be read 

in conjunction with this assessment:  

 the scope of the cumulative assessment; 

 the types of cumulative effects, and 

 assessment criteria for determining magnitude of change, overall effect and significance 

of the effect. 

6.13.3 The approach adopted follows SNH Guidance on Assessing Cumulative Impacts of Onshore 

Wind Energy Developments (March 2012). This guidance determines that ‘the focus should 

be on the key cumulative effects which are likely to influence decision making, rather than 

an assessment of every potential cumulative effect’ (Paragraph 66). In line with this guidance 

and based on the relatively contained ZTV for the Proposed Development it was considered 

that potential for cumulative interaction and inter-visibility with other wind developments 
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beyond a 35 km radius was limited. Detailed desk study work was carried out to understand 

the pattern of combined and successive visibility of cumulative wind farm development 

within this area. Following further study, it was found that significant cumulative effects 

were likely to be restricted to those developments found within 15 km of the Proposed 

Development site and therefore, the cumulative assessment concentrates on developments 

found within this radius from the site boundary (shown in yellow cells in Table 6.15). This 

does not eliminate the potential of interaction with more distant wind energy 

developments; however, significant cumulative effects are unlikely to occur with these more 

distant developments.  

Table 6.15 - Operational, Consented & Proposed Wind Farms within 35km Radius Study 
Area 

Wind Farm No. of 
Turbines 

Hub 
Height 

Blade 
Length 

Tip Height Distance 
from 
Nearest 
WTG 

Direction 
from 
Nearest 
WTG 

Operational 

Hare Hill 1 20 40 24 64 1.6 west 

Hare Hill 2 39 44 26 70 1.8 South-
west 

Whiteside Hill 10 70 51 121 4.4 south 

Sunnyside 2 36 26 62 6.3 east 

Windy Standard 36 35 19 54 10.1 south 
west 

Windy Standard II 30 79 41 120 10.9 south 
west 

Wether Hill 14 80 45 125 15.4 south 

Sanquhar Community 12 80 50 130 1.8 south 

High Park Farm 1 49 26 75 6.0 west 

Andershaw Forest 14 80 45 125 19.4 north 
east 

Galawhistle 22 69 41 110 19.4 north 

Hagshaw Hill 45 35 21 55 20.7 north 

Bankend Rig 11 45 31 76 21.9 north 

Nutberry 6 80 45 125 22.3 north 

Dungavel Hill 13 60 40 100 24.0 north 

Dersalloch 23 70 45 115 25.9 west 

Auchrobert 12 80 52 132 26.4 north 

Clyde 152 79 47 125 26.5 east 

Burnbrae Farm 1 50 27 77 28.0 north 

Calder Water 14 100 46 146 30.7 north 
west 

Dalswinton 15 80 41 121 30.9 south 
east 

Harestanes 68 80 45 125 31.3 east 

West Browncastle 12 80 47 127 31.9 north 

Whitelee and 
extensions 

70 80 55 135 32.0 north 
west 
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Wind Farm No. of 
Turbines 

Hub 
Height 

Blade 
Length 

Tip Height Distance 
from 
Nearest 
WTG 

Direction 
from 
Nearest 
WTG 

Clyde Extension 54 90 52 142 32.2 north 
east 

Minnygap 10 80 45 125 34.0 south 
east 

Consented 

Sanquhar Six 6 85 45 130 2.7 south 

Glenmuckloch 8 90 60 150 4.0 north 

Afton 27 80 40 120 7.5 south 
west 

Twentyshilling Hill 9 85 40 125 9.2 south 
east 

Penbreck 9 80 45 125 10.6 north 

South Kyle 50 93 57 150 12.2 south 
west 

Kennoxhead 26 80 47 127 13.3 north 

Windy Rig 16 80 45 125 11.5 south 
west 

Benbrack 18 80 50 130 16.8 south 
west 

Middle Muir 15 84 52 136 19.5 north 
east 

Croftfoot Farm 2 1 49 31 80 21.5 north 
west 

Hazelside Farm 2 50 24 74 22.5 north 

Dalquhandy 15 90 37 127 23.1 north 

Blackcraig Hill 23 65 45 110 24.9 south 

Crookedstane 4 80 47 127 25.4 east 

Knockman Hill 5 55 26 81 26.0 south 

Torrs Hill 2 60 35 95 26.0 south 
west 

Kype Muir 26 80 52 132 26.5 north 

Cleughhead Farm 1 51 28 79 26.5 north 

Lion Hill 4 80 47 127 26.7 east 

High Waterhead 
Farm 

1 40 27 67 27.0 north 

Birkhill 2 64 36 100 28.0 north 
east 

JJ's Farm 1 75 27 102 28.0 north 
east 

Letham Farm 1 34 17 51 28.0 north 

Hareshawhead Farm 1 40 24 64 28.5 north 

North Brackenridge 1 50 28 78 29.0 north 

Woodlands Farm 1 44 26 70 29.0 north  

Broken Cross 7 80 47 127 29.4 north 
east 

Woodlands Farm II 1 44 26 70 29.5 north  
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Wind Farm No. of 
Turbines 

Hub 
Height 

Blade 
Length 

Tip Height Distance 
from 
Nearest 
WTG 

Direction 
from 
Nearest 
WTG 

Auchren Farm 1 50 17 67 29.6 north 
east 

Blackwood 5 80 40 120 30.0 south 
east 

Muirhouse Farm 1 34 17 51 30.0 north 

Eastertown 3 50 24 74 31.0 north 
east 

Low Bowhill Farm 1 50 24 74 32.0 north 
west 

Netherhall Farm 1 40 27 67 33.0 north 
east 

Mochrum Fell 8 75 52 127 33.5 south 

Sneddon Law 15 80 51 130 34.4 north 
west 

Lochhead and 
Extensions 

8 59 41 100 35.5 north 

In Planning 

Lethans 26 79 57 136 3.5 north 

Ulzieside 12 80 40 120 4.3 south 
east 

High Park Farm 
Extension 

2 49 26 75 5.2 west 

Ashmark Farm 7 71 45 116 7.5 west 

Pencloe 19 80 45 125 7.5 south 
west 

Lorg 9 74 56 130 7.5 south 

Enoch Hill 16 80 50 130 8.4 south 
west 

North Lowther 35 89 60 149 10.5 east 

High Glenmuir 1 35 27 62 11.5 north 
west 

Windy Standard III 20 121 57 178 12.0 south 
west 

Wether Hill Extension 11 60 40 100 14.0 south 

Longburn 20 80 55 135 16.3 south 

Quantans Hill 19 80 50 130 16.8 south 
west 

Glentaggart 5 80 52 132 20.1 north 
east 

Harryburn 17 92 59 150 20.6 north 
east 

Polquhairn 9 60 40 100 21.0 east 

Cumberhead 16 80 47 127 21.0 north 

Bankend Rig II 3 84 52 136 22.0 north 
west 

Margree 17 69 52 120 22.2 south 

Douglas West 15 80 47 127 23.1 north 
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Wind Farm No. of 
Turbines 

Hub 
Height 

Blade 
Length 

Tip Height Distance 
from 
Nearest 
WTG 

Direction 
from 
Nearest 
WTG 

Glenmount 19 85 45 130 24.3 south 
west 

Kype Muir extension 18 80 52 132 24.5 north 

Knockshinnoch 2 80 47 127 25.3 west 

Fowler Farm 1 40 27 67 25.5 north 
west 

Poniel 3 60 40 100 26.0 north 
east 

West Dykes 1 50 27 77 27.0 north 

Raws Farm 1 50 27 77 28.0 north 

South Priorhill 1 80 50 130 28.0 north 

Mount Farm 1 60 26 86 29.0 north 
east 

Yardbent Farm 1 40 24 64 29.2 north 

Linfairn Farm 17 80 47 127 31.8 south 
west 

 

Cumulative Viewpoint Assessment 

6.13.4 The 16 Viewpoints from a range of visual and landscape receptors and distances have been 

used to understand the actual cumulative inter-visibility. These viewpoints illustrate the 

cumulative effects of the Proposed Development with one or more wind developments. The 

cumulative wirelines and cumulative photomontages in Figures 6.14.1 to 6.29.4, and the 

cumulative ZTVs Figures 6.33 to 6.46 have been used as the basis for this analysis. 
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Table 6.16 - Cumulative Viewpoint Assessment 

View Containing Operational / 
Consented Turbines (Baseline) 

Predicted View of Proposed 
Development in Addition to 
Operational / Consented Turbines 

Predicted View of Proposed 
Development in Addition to 
Operational / Consented 
Turbines and Developments in 
Planning 

Sensitivity to Change and  
Magnitude of Cumulative Change 

Residual 
Effect and 
Significance 

Viewpoint 1: Cairn Bridge, A76 

6 hubs and blades and 5 upper 
blades of Sanquhar Community 
Wind Farm visible above the local 
skyline in combination;  
Hare Hill visible above the same 
skyline in successive views in the 
west quadrant; 
Hare Hill Extension screened by 
intervening landform; 
Glenmuckloch Wind Farm visible 
above the local skyline in the 
opposite direction (north quadrant) 
in successive views; 

Sunnyside Wind Farm 
theoretically visible and 
backclothed in the opposite 
direction (east quadrant) in 
successive views but screened 
by intervening vegetation. 

All 24 turbines of the Proposed 
Development visible some partly 
backclothed, other outer lying 
turbines visible above the local 
skyline; 
Sanquhar Community Wind Farm 
visible behind the Proposed 
Development and wholly within 
the extent of the Proposed 
Development; the Proposed 
Development viewed at a closer 
distance and although larger in 
scale due to similarities in turbine 
specification and blade movement 
speed they could be perceived as a 
single development. 
 
 
 

Proposed Lethans Wind Farm 
visible at a similar size and scale 
and within the same part of the 
view (north quadrant) to the 
consented Glenmuckloch Wind 
Farm, partly extending wind farm 
development closer to the A76 
on the northern side; 
If consented this emerging cluster 
would be visually prominent 
along a large proportion of the 
skyline in the north quadrant 
where the nature of views will be 
open across the gently undulating 
to flat valley towards the local 
skyline; 
 

Sensitivity: Medium for road users; 
High for dispersed properties 
 
Proposed Development will 
increase the angle of view that 
contains turbine development 
when viewed in conjunction with 
the operational Sanquhar 
Community Wind Farm 
simultaneously. Successive 
cumulative views towards Hare Hill 
Wind Farm in the next arc of view 
(west quadrant) are available and 
successive cumulative views with 
Glenmuckloch Wind Farm in the 
opposite direction. This could be 
further exacerbated on the north 
side of the road corridor if Lethans 
Wind Farm is consented. Although 
the nature of views towards the 
Proposed Development are 
obscured by local landform along 
the road-side whereas views 
towards Glenmuckloch Wind Farm 
and proposed Lethans Wind Farm 
are open and wide. 

In addition 
to baseline 
wind farms1: 
Major-
Moderate 
for road 
users and 
dispersed 
properties 
 
Significant 
cumulative 
effects 
 
In addition 
to baseline 
and planning 
wind farms: 
Major-
Moderate 
for road 
users;  
Major for 
dispersed 
properties; 

                                                           
1 For ease of reference, the ‘in addition to baseline’ assessment repeats the findings of the viewpoint assessments presented in Table 6.13 
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View Containing Operational / 
Consented Turbines (Baseline) 

Predicted View of Proposed 
Development in Addition to 
Operational / Consented Turbines 

Predicted View of Proposed 
Development in Addition to 
Operational / Consented 
Turbines and Developments in 
Planning 

Sensitivity to Change and  
Magnitude of Cumulative Change 

Residual 
Effect and 
Significance 

Magnitude of cumulative change in 
addition to baseline wind farms: -
High for road-users; 
Medium for properties 
 
Magnitude of cumulative change in 
addition to baseline and planning 
wind farms: High 
 

Significant 
cumulative 
effects 
 

Viewpoint 2: Libry Moor Footpath 

Hare Hill & Hare Hill Extension 
screened by mature tree cover; 
Sanquhar Six Wind Farm visible in 
combination above the local 
skyline; 
Sanquhar Community Wind Farm 
visible in successive views to the 
south further along the skyline; 
Whiteside Hill Wind Farm partly 
visible in successive views to the 
south-south-east further along the 
skyline; 
Twentyshilling Hill Wind Farm and 
Glenmuckloch Wind Farm screened 
by local landform and intervening 
areas of forestry and plantations 
 

Hubs/blades of all Proposed 
Development turbines visible 
above the skyline which is created 
by coniferous forest across Libry 
Moor at this location; 
Sanquhar Six and Sanquhar 
Community Wind Farms visible 
above intervening coniferous 
blocks and riparian planting 
associated with Kello Water and 
perceived at a slightly smaller scale 
to the Proposed Development in 
successive views to the south; 
Whiteside Hill Wind Farm partly 
visible; 
Combination of local landform and 
intervening coniferous blocks 
screen views of other operational 
turbines. 
 

Proposed Ulzieside Wind Farm 
partly visible in successive views 
to the south-south-east and 
perceived as a continuation of 
existing development at 
Whiteside Hill Wind Farm, at a 
similar scale and elevation; 
Proposed Lethans Wind Farm 
partly overlapping and extending 
Glenmuckloch Wind Farm and 
perceived as a single 
development on the north side of 
the valley. 
Intervening mature tree cover 
screens views in this direction. 
 

Sensitivity: High 
 
Given that Hare Hill & Hare Hill 
Extension is screened from view, 
the Proposed Development 
appears to extend the angle of 
view where Proposed 
Development is visible and brings 
development slightly closer to the 
receptor. However, Sanquhar Six 
and Sanquhar Community Wind 
Farms are visible at a slightly 
smaller scale in successive views 
and the Proposed Development 
and associated blade movement do 
not form uncharacteristic features. 
 
Magnitude of cumulative change in 
addition to baseline wind farms: 
High 
 

Major 
 
Significant 
 
 
In addition 
to baseline 
and planning 
wind farms: 
 
Major 
 
Significant 
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View Containing Operational / 
Consented Turbines (Baseline) 

Predicted View of Proposed 
Development in Addition to 
Operational / Consented Turbines 

Predicted View of Proposed 
Development in Addition to 
Operational / Consented 
Turbines and Developments in 
Planning 

Sensitivity to Change and  
Magnitude of Cumulative Change 

Residual 
Effect and 
Significance 

Magnitude of cumulative change in 
addition to baseline and planning 
wind farms: High 
 

Viewpoint 3: The Knowe 

Up to 9 hubs/blades of Hare Hill 
and Hare Hill Extension visible in 
combination above the local 
skyline; 
Sanquhar Six and Sanquhar 
Community Wind Farms visible in 
combination and extending along 
the local skyline into the next 
viewing arc; 
Whiteside Hill Wind Farm visible in 
successive views and perceived as a 
continuation of Sanquhar 
Community and Sanquhar Six Wind 
Farms and perceived at a similar 
scale above the skyline; 
Twentyshilling Wind Farm visible in 
successive views in the south-east 
quadrant, further extending wind 
development along the skyline 
created by the Southern Uplands; 
Sunnyside turbines visible on the 
slopes of the valley and 
backclothed in successive views to 
the east; 
Glenmuckloch Wind Farm visible in 
the opposite direction (behind the 

Full extent of the Proposed 
Development visible above the 
local skyline forming a large part of 
the horizontal extent; 
Eastern part of the Proposed 
Development overlaps Sanquhar 
Six Wind Farm and although it is 
visible at a slightly larger scale due 
to its location closer to the 
receptor the proposed 
development is perceived to form a 
cluster of development which 
extends further along the skyline in 
both directions. 
 
 

Proposed Ulzieside Wind Farm 
theoretically visible in successive 
views to the south-east and 
perceived as a continuation of 
existing development at 
Whiteside Hill, at a similar scale 
and elevation; screened by 
intervening landform. 
Proposed Lethans Wind Farm 
partly overlapping and extending 
Glenmuckloch Wind Farm and 
theoretically perceived as a single 
development, in the next viewing 
arc. In reality local landform and 
restoration works across 
Glenmuckloch will screen most 
views of turbines. 
 

Sensitivity: Medium for road users; 
High for properties 
 
The Proposed Development adds 
to the number of turbines visible in 
the wider view and extends the 
angle of view where Proposed 
Development is visible above the 
skyline on the south side of the 
valley; 
Proposed Development is 
perceived at a slightly larger scale 
in front of Sanquhar Six Wind Farm 
however the Proposed 
Development is perceived to form 
part of this operational cluster. 
 
Magnitude of cumulative change in 
addition to baseline wind farms: 
High 
 
Magnitude of cumulative change in 
addition to baseline and planning 
wind farms: High 
 

In addition 
to baseline 
wind farms: 
 
Major-
Moderate 
for road 
users; 
Major for 
properties 
 
Significant 
 
 
In addition 
to baseline 
and planning 
wind farms: 
 
Major-
Moderate 
for road 
users; 
Major for 
properties 
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View Containing Operational / 
Consented Turbines (Baseline) 

Predicted View of Proposed 
Development in Addition to 
Operational / Consented Turbines 

Predicted View of Proposed 
Development in Addition to 
Operational / Consented 
Turbines and Developments in 
Planning 

Sensitivity to Change and  
Magnitude of Cumulative Change 

Residual 
Effect and 
Significance 

viewer) although restoration works 
at Glenmuckloch will screen most 
of the wind farm; 
Penbreck and Kennoxhead Wind 
Farms visible above the middle 
distant skyline in the same 
direction as Glenmuckloch. 

Significant 
 

Viewpoint 4: Lagrae 

Same as above Same as above Same as above Sensitivity: Medium 
Magnitude of cumulative change in 
addition to baseline wind farms: 
Medium 
 
Magnitude of cumulative change in 
addition to baseline and planning 
wind farms: Medium 
 

In addition 
to baseline 
wind farms: 
 
Moderate 
 
Significant 
 
 
In addition 
to baseline 
and planning 
wind farms: 
 
Moderate 
 
Significant 
 

Viewpoint 5: St.Connel’s Church 

Same as above Full extent of the Proposed 
Development visible above the 
local skyline forming a moderate 
part of the horizontal extent; 

Same as above Sensitivity: Medium to High 
Magnitude of cumulative change in 
addition to baseline wind farms: 
Medium 

In addition 
to baseline 
wind farms: 
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View Containing Operational / 
Consented Turbines (Baseline) 

Predicted View of Proposed 
Development in Addition to 
Operational / Consented Turbines 

Predicted View of Proposed 
Development in Addition to 
Operational / Consented 
Turbines and Developments in 
Planning 

Sensitivity to Change and  
Magnitude of Cumulative Change 

Residual 
Effect and 
Significance 

Eastern part of the Proposed 
Development overlaps Sanquhar 
Six Wind Farm and although it is 
visible at a slightly larger scale due 
to its location closer to the 
receptor the Proposed 
Development is perceived to form 
a cluster of developments which 
extends further along the skyline in 
both directions.  
 

 
Magnitude of cumulative change in 
addition to baseline and planning 
wind farms: Medium 
 

Moderate to 
Major-
Moderate 
 
Significant  
 
In addition 
to baseline 
and planning 
wind farms: 
Moderate to 
Major-
Moderate 
 
Significant 
 

Viewpoint 6: Kelloholm 

6 tower, hubs and blades and a 
single upper blade of Sanquhar 
Community turbines visible above 
the local skyline in successive views 
(south-east quadrant); 
8 hubs and blades of Sanquhar Six 
turbines visible above the local 
skyline in successive views (south-
east quadrant); 
These two wind farms visible as a 
single development (cluster) due to 
similarities in scale, size and 
elevation along the same part of 
the skyline; 

At least 14 hubs and blades and a 
few single blades will be visible 
above the skyline. Remaining 8 
turbines screened from view by the 
intervening landform and scattered 
mature tree cover; 
Proposed Development visible at a 
similar scale and elevation above 
the same local skyline as the 
operational Sanquhar Community 
and Sanquhar Six Wind Farms, 
although the Proposed 
Development does extend the 

Upper parts of some Ulzieside 
turbines partly visible in in 
successive views in east quadrant 
extending the horizontal extent 
of turbines visible with Whiteside 
Hill Wind Farm and perceived to 
form a cluster due to similarities 
in scale, height and elevation 
within the same portion of the 
view. Intervening landform and 
riparian vegetation partly screen 
views; 

Sensitivity: Medium for road users 
and residents 
 
Proposed development extends 
turbine development at a similar 
size, scale, and elevation to the 
operational Sanquhar Six and 
Sanquhar Community Wind Farms 
along the skyline and in successive 
views. Due to similar location to 
Hare Hill Wind Farm could be 
perceived as an extension to Hare 
Hill, albeit closer to the receptor.  

In addition 
to baseline 
wind farms: 
Moderate 
 
Significant  
 
In addition 
to baseline 
and planning 
wind farms: 
 
Moderate  
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View Containing Operational / 
Consented Turbines (Baseline) 

Predicted View of Proposed 
Development in Addition to 
Operational / Consented Turbines 

Predicted View of Proposed 
Development in Addition to 
Operational / Consented 
Turbines and Developments in 
Planning 

Sensitivity to Change and  
Magnitude of Cumulative Change 

Residual 
Effect and 
Significance 

Some upper parts of Whiteside Hill 
turbines visible in successive view 
in the next viewing arc; 
Glenmuckloch Wind Farm screened 
by built form and intervening 
landform. 
 

extent of development visible at 
this scale; 
Approximately 5 Hare Hill & 
Extension turbines visible behind 
Proposed Development at a 
smaller scale and wholly within the 
extent of Proposed Development; 
Upper parts of some of Whiteside 
Hill Wind Farm visible over 
intervening landform and 
vegetation associated with Kello 
Water.  

Lethans and Glenmuckloch Wind 
Farms screened by built form and 
intervening landform. 

If Ulzieside Wind Farm is 
consented, although it would be 
perceived to form a cluster with 
Whiteside Hill Wind Farm although 
most of it will be contained by 
intervening landform and 
vegetation. 
 
Magnitude of cumulative change in 
addition to baseline wind farms: 
Medium 
 
Magnitude of cumulative change in 
addition to baseline and planning 
wind farms: Medium 
 

 
Significant  
 

Viewpoint 7: Kirkland Hill 

Large amount of wind farms visible 
in all quadrants some in excess of 
15 km forming minor elements and 
not considered further; some wind 
farms are backclothed and others 
are visible on the distant Southern 
Uplands skylines. 
Sanquhar Six and Sanquhar 
Community Wind Farms perceived 
at a similar scale mostly above the 
same skyline in combination 
(perceived as a cluster); 
Windy Standard 1&2 and Hare Hill 
Extension Wind Farms perceived at 

All of the Proposed Development 
turbines visible and backclothed by 
rising landform; 
Perceived at a slightly larger scale 
than Sanquhar Community and 
Sanquhar Six Wind Farms due to 
being located in a slightly lower 
elevation and closer to the 
receptor; 
Proposed Development located in 
front of Sanquhar Six and Windy 
Standard Wind Farms creating a 
higher concentration of wind 

Proposed Ulzieside Wind Farm 
mostly backclothed in successive 
views in the south-east quadrant, 
perceived at a similar scale to 
Whiteside Hill but extending the 
angle of view where 
development is visible; 
Proposed Lethans Wind Farm 
visible partly behind 
Glenmuckloch Wind Farm and at 
a similar scale, extending the 
angle of view where turbine 
development is located along the 

Sensitivity: High 
 
The proposed development 
intensifies the number of turbines 
visible within the same portion of 
the view and adds to a landscape 
containing a large amount of wind 
farm development.  
The Proposed Development is 
perceived at a slightly larger scale 
to Sanquhar Community and 
Sanquhar Six Wind Farms and 
partly in front, potentially 
perceived as a loose cluster. 

In addition 
to baseline 
wind farms: 
Major-
Moderate 
 
Significant  
 
In addition 
to baseline 
and planning 
wind farms: 
Major-
Moderate 
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View Containing Operational / 
Consented Turbines (Baseline) 

Predicted View of Proposed 
Development in Addition to 
Operational / Consented Turbines 

Predicted View of Proposed 
Development in Addition to 
Operational / Consented 
Turbines and Developments in 
Planning 

Sensitivity to Change and  
Magnitude of Cumulative Change 

Residual 
Effect and 
Significance 

a similar scale partly above the 
distant skyline partly in 
combination and extending into 
the next arc (south-east quadrant); 
South Kyle and High Park Farm in 
successive views in west quadrant; 
Glenmuckloch Wind Farm visible at 
a relatively close distance above 
the southern uplands on the north 
side of the valley in successive 
views in the west quadrant;  
Penbreck and Kennoxhead Wind 
Farms visible in the distance in 
successive views in the south 
quadrant. 

development in combination in the 
south quadrant; 
Glenmuckloch Wind Farm 
dominating successive views to the 
west due to the close proximity to 
the receptor. 

Southern Uplands skyline on the 
north side of the river valley; 
 

Development does not extend the 
angle of view however it is 
perceived to extend development 
further down the upland slopes 
towards the valley. 
 
Magnitude of cumulative change in 
addition to baseline wind farms: 
Medium 
 
Magnitude of cumulative change in 
addition to baseline and planning 
wind farms: Medium 
 

 
Significant  
 

Viewpoint 8: Sanquhar Railway Bridge 

Hare Hill and Hare Hill Extension 
visible above the skyline and 
perceived as a small component; 
Sanquhar Six and Sanquhar 
Community Wind Farms visible in 
successive views in the next arc of 
view, extending development along 
the Southern Uplands skyline; 
Whiteside Hill Wind Farm visible in 
successive views further along the 
skyline to the south-west and 
perceived at a similar scale to the 
Sanquhar Community and 
Sanquhar Six Wind Farms; 

Most of the Proposed 
Development visible with upper 
blades above the skyline; 
intervening vegetation across 
Sanquhar and a church tower 
obscure views of a few turbines; 
Eastern extent of the Proposed 
Development overlaps part of Hare 
Hill Wind Farm although perceived 
at a larger scale; 
Sanquhar Six and Sanquhar 
Community Wind Farm visible 
further along the skyline and 
perceived at a similar scale with 
Whiteside Hill Wind Farm visible 

Proposed Ulzieside Wind Farm 
visible in successive views to the 
south-east and perceived as a 
continuation of existing 
development, at a similar scale 
and elevation; 
Proposed Lethans Wind Farm 
partly overlapping and extending 
Glenmuckloch Wind Farm and 
perceived as a single 
development. 
 

Sensitivity: Medium 
 
The Proposed Development adds 
to the number of turbines visible in 
the wider view and extends the 
angle of view where development 
is visible along the upper slopes 
and skyline on the south side of the 
valley; 
Although the Proposed 
Development is mostly backclothed 
by rising landform of The Knipe it is 
still perceived to form part of this 
emerging cluster above the 

In addition 
to baseline 
wind farms: 
 
Moderate-
Minor 
 
Not 
Significant 
 
 
In addition 
to baseline 
and planning 
wind farms: 
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View Containing Operational / 
Consented Turbines (Baseline) 

Predicted View of Proposed 
Development in Addition to 
Operational / Consented Turbines 

Predicted View of Proposed 
Development in Addition to 
Operational / Consented 
Turbines and Developments in 
Planning 

Sensitivity to Change and  
Magnitude of Cumulative Change 

Residual 
Effect and 
Significance 

Twentyshilling Hill Wind Farm 
visible above the skyline in 
successive views to the south; 
Sunnyside turbines visible on the 
south facing valley slopes and fully 
backclothed; 
Glenmuckloch Wind Farm visible in 
the opposite direction above the 
skyline on the north side of the 
valley; 
Penbreck and Kennoxhead Wind 
Farm screened by intervening built 
form and vegetation across 
Sanquhar. 

further to the south along the 
same skyline; 
Sunnyside turbines visible at a 
larger scale to any other turbine 
visible on the south facing slopes in 
successive views; 
Part of Glenmuckloch Wind Farm 
visible beyond Sunnyside turbines 
mostly above the skyline in 
successive views. 

southern side of the pastoral valley 
below. 
 
Magnitude of cumulative change in 
addition to baseline wind farms: 
Low 
 
Magnitude of cumulative change in 
addition to baseline and planning 
wind farms: Low 
 

 
Moderate-
Minor 
 
Not 
Significant 
 

Viewpoint 9: Sanquhar Academy Entrance 

Up to 4 Hare Hill and Hare Hill 
Extension turbines visible in 
combination as a small component 
above the middle distant skyline; 
Parts of Sanquhar Community and 
Sanquhar Six Wind Farms  visible in 
successive views above the skyline 
forming a moderate component; 
Most of Whiteside Hill Wind Farm  
visible in successive views further 
along the skyline in successive 
views to the south-west; 
Most of Twentyshilling Hill Wind 
Farm  visible in successive views 
above the middle distant skyline in 
the south quadrant; 

Upper parts of most of the 
proposed turbines visible above 
the local skyline created by the 
intervening coniferous forest 
across Libry Moor; 
Several Hare Hill and Hare Hill 
Extension turbines are visible 
beyond the Proposed Development 
at a smaller scale. 
Outer lying turbines of Sanquhar 
Community and Whiteside Hill 
Wind Farms visible in the opposite 
direction to the Proposed 
Development but visible along the 
same skyline and at a similar scale 
and elevation to the Proposed 

A few of the proposed Lethans 
turbines are visible within the 
extent of Glenmuckloch Wind 
Farm and at a similar scale and 
elevation; partly screened by 
built form and intervening 
mature tree cover; 
Several proposed Ulzieside 
turbines visible in successive 
views and perceived to form a 
single development with 
Whiteside Hill Wind Farm; partly 
screened by road-side planting. 

Sensitivity: Medium 
 
The upper parts of the Proposed 
Development visible above the 
intervening tree line adds to the 
number of turbines visible in this 
view and partially extends the 
angle of view where development 
is visible. 
However, a combination of built 
form and intervening areas of 
vegetation partly screen views to 
parts of the wind farms visible 
above the long skyline created by 
the Southern Uplands on both 
sides of the valley.  

In addition 
to baseline 
wind farms: 
 
Moderate-
Minor 
 
Not 
Significant 
 
 
In addition 
to baseline 
and planning 
wind farms: 
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View Containing Operational / 
Consented Turbines (Baseline) 

Predicted View of Proposed 
Development in Addition to 
Operational / Consented Turbines 

Predicted View of Proposed 
Development in Addition to 
Operational / Consented 
Turbines and Developments in 
Planning 

Sensitivity to Change and  
Magnitude of Cumulative Change 

Residual 
Effect and 
Significance 

Up to 5 Glenmuckloch turbines 
visible in successive views in the 
opposite direction above the 
skyline to the north of the valley. 

Development; parts of these 
developments screened by 
intervening vegetation; 
Several Glenmuckloch turbines are 
visible in successive views along 
the northern valley skyline visible 
at a similar scale to all other wind 
developments visible within this 
viewpoint; partly screened by areas 
of built form and intervening 
vegetation. 

 
Magnitude of cumulative change in 
addition to baseline wind farms: 
Low 
 
Magnitude of cumulative change in 
addition to baseline and planning 
wind farms: Low 
 
 

Moderate-
Minor 
 
Not 
Significant 
 

Viewpoint 10: Southern Upland Way, NE Approach to Sanquhar 

Hare Hill and Hare Hill Extension 
visible above the skyline and 
perceived as a small component; 
Sanquhar Six and Sanquhar 
Community Wind Farms visible in 
combination and extending into 
the next arc of view; 
Whiteside Hill visible in successive 
views further along the skyline to 
the south-west and perceived at a 
similar scale to the Sanquhar Six 
and Sanquhar Community Wind 
Farms; 
Twentyshilling Hill Wind Farm 
visible above the skyline in 
successive views to the south; 
Sunnyside turbines visible on the 
south facing valley slopes and fully 
backclothed; 

Most of the Proposed 
Development visible with upper 
blades above the skyline; 
Eastern extent of the Proposed 
Development overlaps part of Hare 
Hill and Hare Hill Extension 
although perceived at a larger 
scale; 
Sanquhar Six and Sanquhar 
Community visible further along 
the skyline and perceived at a 
similar scale with Whiteside Hill 
visible further to the south along 
the same skyline; 
Sunnyside turbines visible at a 
larger scale to any other turbine 
visible on the south facing slopes in 
successive views; 

Proposed Ulzieside Wind Farm 
visible in successive views to the 
south-east and perceived as a 
continuation of existing 
development, at a similar scale 
and elevation; 
Proposed Lethans Wind Farm 
partly overlapping and extending 
Glenmuckloch Wind Farm and 
perceived as a single 
development; 
Proposed North Lowther Wind 
Farm visible in the opposite 
direction behind the receptor and 
perceived at a large scale due to 
proximity to the viewer. 
 

Sensitivity: High 
 
The Proposed Development adds 
to the number of turbines visible in 
the wider view and extends the 
angle of view where development 
is visible along the upper slopes 
and skyline on the south side of the 
valley; 
Although the Proposed 
Development is mostly backclothed 
by rising landform of The Knipe it is 
still perceived to form part of this 
emerging cluster above the north-
facing slopes of the pastoral valley 
below. 
The Proposed Development and 
other developments in planning 
add to and intensify the amount of 

In addition 
to baseline 
wind farms: 
 
Moderate  
 
Significant 
 
In addition 
to baseline 
and planning 
wind farms: 
 
Major-
Moderate  
Significant 
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View Containing Operational / 
Consented Turbines (Baseline) 

Predicted View of Proposed 
Development in Addition to 
Operational / Consented Turbines 

Predicted View of Proposed 
Development in Addition to 
Operational / Consented 
Turbines and Developments in 
Planning 

Sensitivity to Change and  
Magnitude of Cumulative Change 

Residual 
Effect and 
Significance 

Glenmuckloch Wind Farm visible in 
the opposite direction above the 
skyline on the north side of the 
valley; 
Penbreck and Kennoxhead Wind 
Farms visible on the distant skyline. 

Glenmuckloch Wind Farm visible 
beyond Sunnyside above the 
skyline in successive views on the 
other side of the valley; 
Penbreck and Kennoxhead Wind 
Farms visible in the distance in 
views to the north-west. 

turbines within the distinct clusters 
of wind farm emerging, rather than 
spread out across the upland 
skyline. 
 
Magnitude of cumulative change in 
addition to baseline wind farms: 
Low 
 
Magnitude of cumulative change in 
addition to baseline and planning 
wind farms: Medium  
 

Viewpoint 11: Crawick Artland  

Hare Hill and Hare Hill Extension 
visible above the skyline and 
perceived as a small component; 
Sanquhar Six and Sanquhar 
Community Wind Farms visible in 
combination; 
Whiteside Hill Wind Farm visible in 
successive views further along the 
skyline to the south-west and 
perceived at a similar scale to the 
Sanquhar Six and Sanquhar 
Community Wind Farms; 
Twentyshilling Hill Wind Farm 
visible above the skyline in 
successive views to the south; 

Most of the Proposed 
Development visible with upper 
blades above the skyline; 
Eastern extent of the Proposed 
Development overlaps part of Hare 
Hill although perceived at a larger 
scale; 
Sanquhar Six and Sanquhar 
Community Wind Farms visible 
further along the skyline and 
perceived at a similar scale with 
Whiteside Hill Wind Farm visible 
further to the south along the 
same skyline; 
Sunnyside screened by landform 
across the Crawick Artland; 

Proposed Ulzieside Wind Farm 
visible in successive views to the 
south-east and perceived as a 
single development in 
combination with Whiteside Hill 
Wind Farm;  
Proposed Lethans Wind Farm 
partly overlapping and extending 
outer lying Glenmuckloch 
turbines and perceived as a single 
development due to very similar 
scale and height;  
Proposed North Lowther Wind 
Farm visible in the opposite 
direction behind the receptor and 
perceived at a small scale on the 
distant skyline. 

Sensitivity: Medium to High 
 
The proposed development adds to 
the number of turbines visible in 
the wider view and extends the 
angle of view where development 
is visible along the upper slopes 
and skyline on the south side of the 
valley; 
Although the proposed 
development is mostly backclothed 
by rising landform of The Knipe and 
Hare Hill it is still perceived to form 
part of this emerging cluster of 
Whiteside Hill, Ulzieside (if 
consented), Sanquhar Community, 
Sanquhar Six, Hare Hill and Hare 

In addition 
to baseline 
wind farms: 
 
Moderate-
Minor to 
Moderate 
 
Not 
Significant 
 
 
In addition 
to baseline 
and planning 
wind farms: 
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View Containing Operational / 
Consented Turbines (Baseline) 

Predicted View of Proposed 
Development in Addition to 
Operational / Consented Turbines 

Predicted View of Proposed 
Development in Addition to 
Operational / Consented 
Turbines and Developments in 
Planning 

Sensitivity to Change and  
Magnitude of Cumulative Change 

Residual 
Effect and 
Significance 

Sunnyside turbines visible on the 
south facing valley slopes and fully 
backclothed; 
A few outer lying Glenmuckloch 
turbines visible in successive views 
above the skyline on the north side 
of the valley. 

A few Glenmuckloch turbines 
visible above the skyline in 
successive views on the other side 
of the valley. Most of development 
screened by local landform. 

 Hill Extension Wind Farms, on the 
north-facing slopes above the 
pastoral valley below. 
 
Magnitude of cumulative change in 
addition to baseline wind farms: 
Low  
 
Magnitude of cumulative change in 
addition to baseline and planning 
wind farms: Low 
 

Moderate-
Minor to 
Moderate 
 
Not 
Significant 
 

Viewpoint 12: Southern Upland Way near Ulzieside 

Large amount of wind farms visible 
in all quadrants some in excess of 
15km forming minor elements and 
not considered further; Vast 
majority of turbine development 
visible above the skyline created by 
the Southern Uplands; 
Hare Hill & Extension form a small 
component in the west quadrant 
and extending across the skyline 
into the next arc; 
Sanquhar Community and 
Sanquhar Six Wind Farms visible at 
a relatively large scale in the next 
viewing arc (south-west quadrant) 
in successive views; 
Whiteside Hill Wind Farm forms a 
prominent development in 

Tower and blade sweeps of most 
Proposed Development turbines 
are visible above the local skyline 
created by the interlocking slopes 
of White Hill and White Knowe; 
Proposed Development does not 
overlap any other wind farm 
development in this view; 
Sanquhar Community, Sanquhar 
Six, and Whiteside Hill Wind Farms 
form prominent components in 
successive views in the next 
viewing arc to Proposed 
Development and dominating 
views; 
Whiteside Hill Wind Farm is visible 
in direct views as the receptor 
walks along this part of the SUW; 

Proposed Lethans Wind Farm is 
visible above the middle distant 
skyline at a similar scale and 
elevation to Glenmuckloch Wind 
Farm and extending the angle of 
view in successive views to the 
north-west; the developments 
are perceived to form a single 
development; 
Proposed Ulzieside Wind Farm is 
the most prominent in this 
viewpoint in successive views, in 
the direction of the receptor, 
visible in front of and overlapping 
most of Whiteside Hill Wind 
Farm. 

Sensitivity: High 
 
The proposed development 
intensifies the number of turbines 
visible within a different portion of 
the view and therefore increases 
the angle of view; 
However, several wind farms are 
visible in successive views at a 
larger scale to the proposed 
development. The proposed 
development adds a new wind 
farm into a landscape that already 
contains a large amount of wind 
farm development. If Ulzieside 
Wind Farm was consented, it 
would dominate direct views. 
 

In addition 
to baseline 
wind farms: 
 
Moderate 
Significant 
 
 
In addition 
to baseline 
and planning 
wind farms: 
 
Major-
Moderate 
 
Significant 
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View Containing Operational / 
Consented Turbines (Baseline) 

Predicted View of Proposed 
Development in Addition to 
Operational / Consented Turbines 

Predicted View of Proposed 
Development in Addition to 
Operational / Consented 
Turbines and Developments in 
Planning 

Sensitivity to Change and  
Magnitude of Cumulative Change 

Residual 
Effect and 
Significance 

foreground of successive views to 
the south-west; Twentyshilling Hill 
Wind Farm visible in successive 
views in the south-east quadrant; 
Glenmuckloch Wind Farm visible in 
successive middle distant 
successive views to the north-west; 
Penbreck and Kennoxhead Wind 
Farms visible above the distant 
skyline in successive views to the 
north. 

Other developments seen in 
successive views form very small 
components in all directions from 
this viewpoint. 
 

Magnitude of cumulative change in 
addition to baseline wind farms: 
Low  
 
Magnitude of cumulative change in 
addition to baseline and planning 
wind farms: Medium 
 

 

Viewpoint 13: Coupland Knowe 

Large extent of wind farms visible 
in all quadrants some in excess of 
15km forming minor elements and 
not considered further; vast 
majority of turbine development 
visible above the skyline created by 
the Southern Uplands. 
 
Hare Hill and Hare Hill Extension 
visible partly above the skyline and 
perceived as a small component in 
combination; 
Sanquhar Six and Sanquhar 
Community Wind Farms visible in 
combination partly backclothed 
with upper blades visible above the 
skyline; 
Whiteside Hill Wind Farm visible in 
successive views further along the 

Most of the Proposed 
Development visible with upper 
blades above the skyline; 
Eastern extent of the Proposed 
Development overlaps part of Hare 
Hill and Hare Hill Extension 
although perceived at a slightly 
larger scale; 
Sanquhar Six and Sanquhar 
Community Wind Farms visible 
further along the skyline and 
perceived at a similar scale with 
Whiteside Hill Wind Farm visible 
further to the south along the 
same skyline; 
Sunnyside turbines visible at a 
larger scale to any other turbine 
visible on the south facing slopes in 
successive views; 

Proposed Ulzieside Wind Farm 
visible in successive views to the 
south-east and perceived as a 
continuation of existing 
development, at a similar scale 
and elevation; 
Part of proposed Lethans Wind 
Farm partly overlapping and 
extending Glenmuckloch Wind 
Farm and perceived as a single 
development; 
Proposed North Lowther Wind 
Farm visible in the west quadrant 
and perceived at a large scale due 
to proximity to the viewer. 
 

Sensitivity: High 
 
All turbine developments located 
on the south side of the valley are 
perceived as a cluster where scale, 
height and elevation are similar. 
The Proposed Development adds 
to the number of turbines visible in 
the wider view and extends the 
angle of view where development 
is visible with some outer lying 
turbines extending down the 
slopes towards the valley. 
However, the Proposed 
Development is perceived to be 
located above the valley and fits 
into the pattern of emerging wind 
farms from this elevated, distant 
view. 

In addition 
to baseline 
wind farms: 
 
Moderate to 
Moderate-
Minor  
Not 
Significant 
 
 
In addition 
to baseline 
and planning 
wind farms: 
 
Moderate  
 
Significant 
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View Containing Operational / 
Consented Turbines (Baseline) 

Predicted View of Proposed 
Development in Addition to 
Operational / Consented Turbines 

Predicted View of Proposed 
Development in Addition to 
Operational / Consented 
Turbines and Developments in 
Planning 

Sensitivity to Change and  
Magnitude of Cumulative Change 

Residual 
Effect and 
Significance 

skyline to the WSW and perceived 
at a similar scale to the Sanquhar 
cluster; mostly visible above the 
skyline; 
Twentyshilling Hill Wind Farm 
visible above the skyline in 
successive views WSW; 
Sunnyside turbines visible on the 
south facing valley slopes and fully 
backclothed; 
Glenmuckloch Wind Farm visible in 
the west quadrant above the 
skyline on the north side of the 
valley; 
Penbreck and Kennoxhead Wind 
Farms visible on the distant skyline 
in the north-west quadrant; 
Clyde Wind Farm Extension visible 
in successive views to the opposite 
direction behind the receptor; 
Dalswinton Wind Farm visible in 
successive distant views to the 
south. 

Part of Glenmuckloch Wind Farm 
visible above the skyline in 
successive views on the other side 
of the valley; 
Penbreck and Kennoxhead Wind 
Farms visible in the distance in 
views to the north-west; 
Clyde Wind Farm Extension 
dominates views in the opposite 
direction. 

Magnitude of cumulative change in 
addition to baseline wind farms: 
Low to Negligible 
 
Magnitude of cumulative change in 
addition to baseline and planning 
wind farms: Low 
 

 

Viewpoint 14: East Mount Lowther 

Large extent of wind farms visible 
in all quadrants some in excess of 
15 km forming minor elements and 
not considered further; vast 
majority of turbine development 
visible above the skyline created by 
the Southern Uplands; 

All of the Proposed Development 
visible in the distance and 
backclothed; 
At this distance the Proposed 
Development is perceived at a 
similar scale and elevation to all 
other wind development within 

Proposed Ulzieside Wind Farm is 
perceived to form a single 
development with Whiteside Hill 
Wind Farm and form part of the 
wider cluster; 
Proposed Lethans Wind Farm 
partly overlapping and extending 

Sensitivity: High 
 
All turbine developments located 
on the south side of the valley are 
perceived as a cluster where scale, 
height and elevation are similar. 
The Proposed Development adds 

In addition 
to baseline 
wind farms: 
 
Negligible 
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View Containing Operational / 
Consented Turbines (Baseline) 

Predicted View of Proposed 
Development in Addition to 
Operational / Consented Turbines 

Predicted View of Proposed 
Development in Addition to 
Operational / Consented 
Turbines and Developments in 
Planning 

Sensitivity to Change and  
Magnitude of Cumulative Change 

Residual 
Effect and 
Significance 

From this distance and elevation, 
Hare Hill and Hare Hill Extension, 
Sanquhar Six and Sanquhar 
Community, South Kyle, Whiteside 
Hill, Windy Standard 1&2 and Afton 
Wind Farms form a cluster on the 
south side of the valley; vast 
majority of turbines backclothed 
due to higher elevation of the 
viewpoint; 
On the north side of the valley, 
Glenmuckloch Wind Farm is visible 
mostly above the skyline in 
successive views with Penbreck 
and Kennoxhead Wind Farms 
visible further north-west along the 
same skyline in the distance.  

this part of the Southern Uplands, 
although the Proposed 
Development does extend the 
angle of view where turbine 
development is visible. 

Glenmuckloch Wind Farm and 
perceived as a single 
development on the north side of 
the valley; 
Proposed North Lowther Wind 
Farm visible in the west quadrant 
and perceived at a very large 
scale due to proximity to the 
viewer. 
 

to the number of turbines visible in 
the wider view and marginally 
extends the angle of view where 
development is visible. From this 
viewpoint, the vast majority of 
turbines are backclothed and are 
perceived to be located within a 
similar part of the Southern 
Uplands. 
 
Magnitude of cumulative change in 
addition to baseline wind farms: 
Negligible 
 
Magnitude of cumulative change in 
addition to baseline and planning 
wind farms: Low to Negligible 
 

Not 
Significant 
 
 
In addition 
to baseline 
and planning 
wind farms: 
 
Moderate to 
Negligible 
 
Not 
Significant 
 

Viewpoint 15: Blackcraig Hill 

Large extent of wind farms visible 
in all quadrants some in excess of 
15km forming minor elements and 
not considered further; Vast 
majority of turbine development 
backclothed due to elevation of 
viewpoint. 
Hare Hill & Hare Hill Extension form 
prominent development in 
foreground of views in 
combination; 

Most of the Proposed 
Development is visible behind Hare 
Hill & Hare Hill Extension and 
within a similar angle of view and 
at a similar scale and size. A few 
outer lying turbines marginally 
extend the horizontal extent. Given 
similar height, elevation and 
located within the same portion of 
the view, Proposed Development is 
perceived to form a single 

Proposed North Lowther Wind 
Farm visible between the gap 
created by the cluster of 
Sanquhar Six and Sanquhar 
Community Wind Farms and the 
Proposed Development and Hare 
Hill Wind Farm, visible in the 
distance and at a smaller scale; 
Proposed Lethans Wind Farm 
extend the cluster of turbine 
development of Glenmuckloch, 

Sensitivity: High 
 
The Proposed Development 
intensifies the number of turbines 
visible within the same portion of 
the view and adds to a landscape 
containing a large amount of wind 
farm development, if all 
developments in planning are 
consented.  
The Proposed Development is 
perceived at a very similar scale 

In addition 
to baseline 
wind farms: 
Major-
Moderate 
 
Significant  
 
In addition 
to baseline 
and planning 
wind farms: 
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View Containing Operational / 
Consented Turbines (Baseline) 

Predicted View of Proposed 
Development in Addition to 
Operational / Consented Turbines 

Predicted View of Proposed 
Development in Addition to 
Operational / Consented 
Turbines and Developments in 
Planning 

Sensitivity to Change and  
Magnitude of Cumulative Change 

Residual 
Effect and 
Significance 

Glenmuckloch Wind Farm visible in 
combination in middle distant 
views beyond Hare Hill Wind Farm; 
Penbreck & Kennoxhead Wind 
Farms visible in the distance 
beyond Glenmuckloch Wind Farm; 
Sanquhar Community and 
Sanquhar Six Wind Farms form 
prominent cluster in foreground of 
successive views (south-east 
quadrant); 
Whiteside Hill and Twentyshilling 
Hill Wind Farms also visible in the 
middle distance beyond the 
Sanquhar Six and Sanquhar 
Community Wind Farms forming 
small components in the same 
successive views; 
Cluster of wind farms visible in 
successive views in the opposite 
direction (South-west quadrant) 
including: Windy Standard 1&2, 
Afton, South Kyle and Benbrack 
Wind Farms in the middle 
distance/distance. 

development/cluster with Hare Hill 
& Hare Hill Extension; 
Sanquhar Six and Sanquhar 
Community Wind Farms perceived 
at a slightly larger scale but similar 
elevation to the Proposed 
Development and form a cluster in 
successive views in the next arc of 
view; 
Penbreck, Glenmuckloch and 
Kennoxhead Wind Farms form a 
cluster in the distance behind Hare 
Hill Extension. 

Penbreck, and Kennoxhead Wind 
Farms... 
 

and size to Hare Hill and Hare Hill 
Extension from this viewpoint and 
they are perceived to form a 
cluster. Proposed Development 
marginally extends the angle of 
view of where turbines are visible. 
Other developments in planning 
create a landscape containing a 
large amount of wind farms. 
 
Magnitude of cumulative change in 
addition to baseline wind farms: 
Medium 
 
Magnitude of cumulative change in 
addition to baseline and planning 
wind farms: Medium to High 
 

Major-
Moderate to 
Major 
 
Significant  
 
 

Viewpoint 16: Mansfield 

A few tips of turbines at Whiteside 
Hill Wind Farm visible in 
combination; 
Several turbines and upper parts of 
blades of Hare Hill Wind Farm and 

Mature vegetation along the 
skyline mostly screens views of the 
proposed development; 
Six outer lying hubs/blades are 
visible; 

8 hubs/blades of turbines at 
proposed Lethans Wind Farm are 
visible within the same part of 
the skyline on the north side of 
the valley as Glenmuckloch Wind 

Sensitivity: Medium 
 
The Proposed Development adds 
to the number of turbines visible in 
the wider view and partially 

In addition 
to baseline 
wind farms: 
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View Containing Operational / 
Consented Turbines (Baseline) 

Predicted View of Proposed 
Development in Addition to 
Operational / Consented Turbines 

Predicted View of Proposed 
Development in Addition to 
Operational / Consented 
Turbines and Developments in 
Planning 

Sensitivity to Change and  
Magnitude of Cumulative Change 

Residual 
Effect and 
Significance 

Hare Hill Extension visible 
extending above the local skyline 
into the next viewing arc; 
A few Glenmuckloch Wind Farm 
turbines visible in successive views 
in the other direction (east 
quadrant). 

Several hubs/blades of outer lying 
Hare Hill Wind Farm and Hare Hill 
Extension turbines visible above 
the same skyline and perceived at a 
similar scale extending into the 
next viewing arc; 
Several Glenmuckloch Wind Farm 
turbines visible in successive views 
above the skyline on the other side 
of the valley. 

Farm, perceived larger than any 
other turbine visible; 
 

extends the angle of view where 
development is visible above the 
skyline on the south side of the 
valley; 
Proposed Development is 
perceived at a very similar scale 
and elevation to Hare Hill turbines 
that are visible. 
 
Magnitude of cumulative change in 
addition to baseline wind farms: 
Low 
 
Magnitude of cumulative change in 
addition to baseline and planning 
wind farms: Low 
 
 

Moderate-
Minor 
 
Not 
Significant 
 
 
In addition 
to baseline 
and planning 
wind farms: 
 
Moderate-
Minor 
 
Not 
Significant 
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Table 6.17 - Summary of Cumulative Effects on Viewpoints 

ID Name/ 
Description 

Sensitivity  

Proposed Development in 
Addition to Operational & 
Consented Wind Farms 

Proposed Development in 
Addition to Operational, 
Consented & Proposed Wind 
Farms (in planning) 

Magnitude Significance Magnitude Significance 

1 Cairn Bridge, 
A76 

Medium 
for road 
users; 
High for 
dispersed 
properties 

High for 
road users; 
Medium for 
dispersed 
properties 

Major- 
Moderate for 
road users 
and dispersed 
properties; 
Significant 

High Major-
Moderate for 
road users; 
Major for 
dispersed 
properties; 
Significant 

2 Libry Moor 
Footpath 

High High Major; 
Significant 

High Major; 
Significant 

3 The Knowe Medium 
for road 
users; 
High for 
properties 

High Major-
Moderate for 
road users; 
Major for 
properties; 
Significant 

High Major-
Moderate for 
road users; 
Major for 
properties; 
Significant 

4 Lagrae Medium Medium Moderate; 
Significant 

Medium Moderate; 
Significant 

5 St.Connel’s 
Church 

Medium to 
High 

Medium Moderate to 
Major-
Moderate; 
Significant 

Medium Moderate to 
Major-
Moderate; 
Significant 

6 Kelloholm Medium Medium Moderate; 
Significant 
 

Medium Moderate; 
Significant 

7 Kirkland Hill High Medium Major-
Moderate; 
Significant 

Medium Major-
Moderate; 
Significant 

8 Sanquhar 
Railway Bridge 

Medium Low Moderate-
Minor; 
Not Significant 

Low Moderate-
Minor; 
Not Significant 

9 Sanquhar 
Academy 
Entrance 

Medium Low Moderate-
Minor; 
Not Significant 

Low Moderate-
Minor; 
Not Significant 

10 Southern 
Upland Way, 
NE Sanquhar 

High Low  Moderate; 
Significant 

Medium  Major-
Moderate; 
Significant 

11 Crawick 
Artland 

Medium to 
High 

Low to 
Negligible 

Moderate-
Minor to 
Moderate; 
Not Significant 

Low to 
Negligible 

Moderate-
Minor to 
Moderate; 
Not Significant 

12 Southern 
Upland Way, 
Ulzieside 

High Low  Moderate; 
Significant 

Medium Major-
Moderate; 
Significant 

13 Coupland 
Knowe 

High Low to 
Negligible 

Moderate to 
Moderate-
Minor; 
Significant 

Low Moderate; 
Significant 
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ID Name/ 
Description 

Sensitivity  

Proposed Development in 
Addition to Operational & 
Consented Wind Farms 

Proposed Development in 
Addition to Operational, 
Consented & Proposed Wind 
Farms (in planning) 

Magnitude Significance Magnitude Significance 

14 East Mount 
Lowther 

High Negligible Negligible; 
Not Significant 

Low to 
Negligible 

Moderate to 
Negligible; 
Not Significant 

15 Blackcraig Hill High Medium Major-
Moderate; 
Significant 

Medium to 
High 

Major-
Moderate to 
Major; 
Significant 

16 Mansfield Medium Low Moderate-
Minor; 
Not Significant 

Low Moderate-
Minor; 
Not Significant 

 

Detailed Cumulative Assessment 

6.13.5 The following section describes the cumulative effects on receptors within 15 km of the 

Proposed Development.  

6.13.6 The preceding viewpoint analysis has highlighted that significant cumulative effects are most 

likely to occur within 15km radius from the Proposed Development site. This is mainly due 

to the landscape character, landscape elements including large areas of coniferous 

plantations combined with the subtleties of the landform across the Southern Uplands and 

the valley below. The viewpoint analysis has also highlighted that significant cumulative 

effects are more likely to occur with the operational/consented developments of: Hare Hill, 

Hare Hill Extension, Sanquhar Six, Sanquhar Community, Whiteside Hill and the proposed 

Ulzieside which is currently at planning stage, in conjunction with the Proposed 

Development. On the northern side of the valley the consented Glenmuckloch, proposed 

Lethans and the operational 2 turbine scheme of Sunnyside are most likely to give rise to 

significant cumulative effects in conjunction with the Proposed Development. To a lesser 

degree the consented Twentyshilling and the proposed North Lowther although have less 

cumulative inter-visibility with the Proposed Development potentially add to the cumulative 

sequential effects within a 15 km radius of the Proposed Development. All of these wind 

farm developments are within 10 km of the Proposed Development.  

6.13.7 Whilst other wind developments do feature in elevated distant views or in sequential views 

as the receptor travels across the study area, these are generally screened and/or contained 

by a combination of plantations and woodland cover, distance and the local landform. Their 

relative positions in relation to the Proposed Development and scale also reduce their 

potential interaction with the Proposed Development and are generally viewed in the 

opposite direction. This is demonstrated by the cumulative viewpoint assessment.  

6.13.8 The following detailed assessment of cumulative effects therefore concentrates on the 

interaction of the Proposed Development in conjunction with the operational/consented 

wind farms of: Hare Hill, Hare Hill Extension, Sanquhar Six, Sanquhar Community, Whiteside 

Hill, Twentyshilling, Glenmuckloch and Sunnyside and the proposed Lethans, Ulzieside and 

Lowther Hills wind farms, in order to understand the effects on the landscape and visual 

resource and identify any potential significant effects that may arise from this interaction. 
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This does not eliminate the potential for cumulative effects with other developments. 

However, due to their relative positions these are less likely to have a significant cumulative 

effect in conjunction with the Proposed Development.  

6.13.9 This section examines the effects on landscape designations, settlements and routes with 

potential cumulative visibility. The effects on landscape character areas/types are not 

assessed to avoid repetition; a range of LCAs and LCTs within 10km is represented within the 

cumulative viewpoint assessment and landscape designations and a range of receptors 

within the LCAs/LCTs are represented in the following paragraphs and tables. Further 

assessment of cumulative effects in LCAs/LCTs has not been undertaken to avoid undue 

repetition. A summary table for all cumulative effects is presented at the end of this section. 

Landscape Designations 

6.13.10 The study area contains a number of large areas of land designated for their high natural 

assets and landscape quality. However, most of these areas are located on the fringes of the 

study or at least in excess of 10 km from the Proposed Development where the potential for 

significant cumulative effects to arise are negligible. This is on account of the relatively 

contained visibility of the Proposed Development which reduces the potential for it to 

interact with the relatively high number of other wind developments located across the 

study area.  

6.13.11 Parts of three landscapes designated for their high quality and scenic value come within 

10 km of the Proposed Development. 

Blackcraig Sensitive Landscape Area 

6.13.12 This SLA is located 2 km to the west at its nearest point from the Proposed Development and 

extends further west across part of the Southern Uplands within East Ayrshire. As illustrated 

in the cumulative ZTVs, the eastern fringes of the designated area has theoretical cumulative 

inter-visibility of the Proposed Development in conjunction with a relatively high number of 

operational/consented developments and also with other proposed wind farms. The 

Proposed Development is located outwith the designation and any potential effect will be 

indirect. 

6.13.13 Hare Hill Wind Farm and Hare Hill Extension are located in the fringes of this designation and 

will be visible in the foreground of any potential views in conjunction with the Proposed 

Development, either in successive or simultaneous views depending on location. Hare Hill 

and Hare Hill Extension are located within the SLA and already exert a direct effect on the 

character and qualities of the designation. Indirect successive cumulative views of the 

Proposed Development in conjunction with other operational/consented wind farm 

developments also occur: Sunnyside, Sanquhar Six, Sanquhar Community, Whiteside Hill, 

Twentyshilling, Glenmuckloch, Penbreck, Kennoxhead, Windy Standard 1 & 2, and Afton 

Wind Farms, as well as more distant wind farms. Indirect successive cumulative views of the 

Proposed Development in conjunction with other planned developments also occur: 

Ulzieside, Lethans and North Lowther Wind Farms. 

6.13.14 Actual cumulative inter-visibility will be reduced in some areas by extensive areas of 

intervening coniferous plantations and forests and locally complex landform. Whilst the 

Proposed Development will add to indirect and mainly successive cumulative effects from 

the Blackcraig Sensitive Landscape Area, wind farms are an existing characteristic located 
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both within the designation and outwith, and the Proposed Development will barely change 

the qualities and characteristics of the designation.  

6.13.15 Sensitivity is considered to be High to Medium. Cumulative magnitude of change is assessed 

to be Low overall, however from higher open summits such as Blackcraig itself the 

magnitude does increase to Medium but this affects a very small portion of the designation. 

In addition to wind farms in planning, the magnitude is assessed to be Low. However, from 

Blackcraig Hill summit this also increases due to the openness of the view allowing distant 

panoramic views across the valley below and surrounding Southern Uplands. The magnitude 

is assessed to be locally Medium to High. The residual effect is Moderate to Moderate-Minor 

and rises to Major-Moderate to Moderate across a localised area of Blackcraig summit, in 

conjunction with operational/consented wind farms. In addition to wind farms in the 

planning system, the effect is Moderate to Moderate-Minor and rises to Major-Moderate. 

Given the small proportion of the large designated area that is significantly affected, overall, 

effects are assessed to be Not Significant.  

East Ayrshire Upland Hills Sensitive Landscape Area 

6.13.16 This SLA is located 5km to the north at its nearest point and extends further north and north-

west across part of the Southern Uplands and upland river valleys within East Ayrshire and 

South Ayrshire. As illustrated in the cumulative ZTVs, the southern part of the designated 

area has some theoretical cumulative inter-visibility of the Proposed Development in 

conjunction with a relatively high number of operational/consented developments and in 

conjunction with other proposed wind farms. The Proposed Development is located out with 

the designation and any potential effect will be indirect. 

6.13.17 There are no wind farms located within this designated area however the consented 

Glenmuckloch Wind Farm is located within the adjacent upland forested landscape and will 

be visible in front of the Proposed Development in any potential view. Indirect successive 

cumulative views of the Proposed Development in conjunction with other 

operational/consented wind farm developments also occur: Sanquhar Six, Sanquhar 

Community, Whiteside Hill, Twentyshilling, Glenmuckloch, Penbreck, Kennoxhead, Windy 

Standard 1 & 2, and Afton. Indirect successive cumulative views of the Proposed 

Development in conjunction with other planned developments also occur: Ulzieside, 

Lethans, and North Lowther Wind Farms. 

6.13.18 Actual cumulative inter-visibility will be significantly reduced across the SLA by extensive 

areas of intervening coniferous plantations and forests across the designation and adjacent 

to the southern and eastern fringes, as well as complex intervening landform across the 

valleys. Whilst upper parts of the proposed turbines may add to indirect, simultaneous and 

successive cumulative effects from the East Ayrshire Uplands Sensitive Landscape Area, wind 

farms are an existing characteristic and the Proposed Development will not further change 

the qualities and characteristics of the designation.  

6.13.19 Sensitivity is considered to be High to Medium. Cumulative magnitude of change is assessed 

to be Negligible in conjunction with the operational/consented turbines, the effect is 

Negligible and Not Significant. Cumulative magnitude of change is assessed to be Low to 

Negligible in conjunction with operational/consented and proposed turbines. The residual 

effect is Moderate to Negligible and Not Significant. 
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Thornhill Uplands Regional Scenic Area 

6.13.20 This RSA is located 7 km to the south-east and 8 km east at its nearest point from the 

Proposed Development and extends further to the south-east covering a large part of the 

south-east study area. As illustrated in the cumulative ZTVs, the northern part of the 

designation has some large areas of theoretical cumulative inter-visibility of the Proposed 

Development in conjunction with a relatively high number of operational/consented 

developments and in conjunction with other proposed wind farms. The Proposed 

Development is located out with the designation and any potential effect will be indirect. 

6.13.21 The consented Twentyshilling is located in the fringes of this designation and already exerts 

a direct effect on the character and qualities of large parts of this designation. Cumulative 

inter-visibility with Twentyshilling in conjunction with the Proposed Development in 

successive views is limited by intervening areas of vegetation and landform. Indirect 

successive and simultaneous cumulative views of the Proposed Development in conjunction 

with other operational/consented developments also occur, including: Sanquhar Six, 

Sanquhar Community, Whiteside Hill, Glenmuckloch, Windy Standard 1 & 2, and Afton, as 

well as more distant wind farms. Indirect successive cumulative views of the proposed 

development in conjunction with other planned developments also occur: Ulzieside, Lethans 

and North Lowther.  

6.13.22 Actual cumulative inter-visibility will be significantly reduced by a combination of distance 

and extensive areas of intervening coniferous plantations and forests and landform. Whilst 

the Proposed Development will add to indirect, successive and simultaneous cumulative 

effects from the Thornhill Uplands RSA, wind farms are an existing characteristic located 

both within the designation and out with, and the Proposed Development will barely change 

the qualities and characteristics of the designation. This is illustrated in Viewpoint 13 

Coupland Knowe and Viewpoint 14 East Mount Lowther which are located on open summits 

within this designated landscape. 

6.13.23 Sensitivity is considered to be High to Medium. Cumulative magnitude of change is assessed 

to be Low and diminishing with distance. The residual effect is Moderate to Moderate-Minor 

and Not Significant. 

Table 6.18 - Summary of Cumulative Effects on Landscape Designations / Landscape 
Character 

Landscape 
Designation/ 
Landscape 
Character Type 
 
Representative 
Viewpoints (VP) 

Sensitivity Predicted Cumulative Effects 

Proposed Development in 
Addition to Operational & 
Consented Wind Farms 

Proposed Development in 
Addition to Operational, 
Consented & Proposed Wind 
Farms (in planning) 

Magnitude Significance Magnitude Significance 

Blackcraig Sensitive 
Landscape Area 
VP: 15 

High to 
Medium 

Low rising to 
Medium 
across 
Blackcraig 
Hill summit 

Moderate to 
Moderate-
Minor rising to 
Major-
Moderate to 
Moderate 
locally; 
Overall, 
Not Significant 

Low rising to 
Medium to 
High across 
Blackcraig Hill 
summit 

Moderate to 
Moderate-
Minor rising to 
Major-
Moderate 
locally; 
Overall, 
Not Significant 
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Landscape 
Designation/ 
Landscape 
Character Type 
 
Representative 
Viewpoints (VP) 

Sensitivity Predicted Cumulative Effects 

Proposed Development in 
Addition to Operational & 
Consented Wind Farms 

Proposed Development in 
Addition to Operational, 
Consented & Proposed Wind 
Farms (in planning) 

Magnitude Significance Magnitude Significance 

East Ayrshire 
Upland Hills 
Sensitive Landscape 
Area 

High to 
Medium 

Negligible Negligible; 
Not Significant 

Low to 
Negligible 

Moderate to 
Negligible; 
Not Significant 

Thornhill Uplands 
Regional Scenic 
Area 
VP:13, 14 

High to 
Medium 

Low Moderate to 
Moderate-
Minor; 
Not Significant 

Low  Moderate to 
Moderate-
Minor; 
Not Significant 

Upper Nithsdale 
unit (Upper Dale 
LCT)  
VPs: 
1,2,3,4,6,9,10,11 

High Within 7 km 
Medium 
reducing to 
Low 
between 7-
15 km and 
Negligible 
beyond  

Major-
Moderate 
within 7 km; 
Significant. 
Reducing to 
Moderate and  
Negligible 
beyond 15 
km; Overall, 
Not Significant 

Within 7 km 
Medium 
reducing to 
Low between 
7-15 km and 
Negligible 
beyond. 

Major-
Moderate 
within 7 km; 
Significant.  
Reducing to 
Moderate and 
Negligible 
beyond 15 
km; Overall, 
Not Significant 

Ken unit (Southern 
Uplands with Forest 
LCT) 

Medium Medium 
within 3 km 
reducing to 
Low 

Moderate; 
Significant. 
Reducing to 
Moderate-
Minor; 
Not Significant 

Medium 
within 3 km 
reducing to 
Low 

Moderate; 
Significant. 
Reducing to 
Moderate-
Minor; 
Not Significant 

Nithsdale unit 
(Southern Uplands 
LCT) 
VP:12 

Medium Low  Moderate-
Minor; 
Not Significant 

Low rising to 
Medium in a 
few localised 
higher, open 
areas 

Moderate-
Minor rising to 
Moderate 
(locally); 
Overall Not 
Significant 

North West 
Lowther unit 
(Southern Uplands 
LCT) 
VP:5,7,13&14 

Medium Medium 
within 6 km 
reducing to 
Low to 
Negligible 
beyond 

Moderate 
within 6 km 
reducing to 
Moderate-
Minor to 
Negligible 
beyond; 
Overall, 
Not Significant 

Medium 
within 6 km 
reducing to 
Low to 
Negligible 
beyond 

Moderate 
within 6 km 
reducing to 
Moderate-
Minor to 
Negligible 
beyond; 
Overall, 
Not Significant 

Clocklowie unit 
(Plateau Moorland 
with Forest LCT) 

High Low Moderate to 
Moderate-
Minor; 
Not Significant 

Low  Moderate to 
Moderate-
Minor; 
Not Significant 

Southern Uplands 
LCT (East Ayrshire) 
VP:15 

High-
Medium 

Low rising to 
Medium 
across 
Blackcraig 
Hill summit 

Moderate to 
Moderate-
Minor rising to 
Major-
Moderate to 
Moderate 

Low rising to 
Medium to 
High across 
Blackcraig 
summit 

Moderate to 
Moderate-
Minor and 
rising to 
Major-
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Landscape 
Designation/ 
Landscape 
Character Type 
 
Representative 
Viewpoints (VP) 

Sensitivity Predicted Cumulative Effects 

Proposed Development in 
Addition to Operational & 
Consented Wind Farms 

Proposed Development in 
Addition to Operational, 
Consented & Proposed Wind 
Farms (in planning) 

Magnitude Significance Magnitude Significance 

locally; 
Overall, 
Not Significant 

Moderate 
locally;  
Overall, 
Not Significant 

Nith unit (Upland 
River Valley LCT) 

High Low Moderate; 
Overall, Not 
Significant 

Low Moderate; 
Overall, Not 
Significant 

Plateau Moorland 
LCT 

High-
Medium 

Low Moderate to 
Moderate-
Minor; 
Not Significant 

Low Moderate to 
Moderate-
Minor; 
Not Significant 

Upland Basin LCT 
(East Ayrshire) 
VP: 16 

High Low to 
Negligible 

Moderate to 
Moderate-
Minor; 
Not Significant 

Low Moderate to 
Moderate-
Minor; 
Not Significant 

Scar unit (Upland 
Glen LCT) 

High Negligible Negligible; 
Not Significant 

Negligible Negligible; 
Not Significant 

Glenmuir unit 
(Upland River 
Valley LCT) 

High Negligible Negligible; 
Not Significant 

Negligible Negligible; 
Not Significant 

Western Plateau 
unit (Plateau 
Moorland LCT) 

Medium Negligible Negligible; 
Not Significant 

Negligible Negligible; 
Not Significant 

Mennock unit 
(Upland Glen LCT) 

Medium Negligible Negligible; 
Not Significant 

Negligible Negligible; 
Not Significant 

Ayrshire Lowlands 
LCT (East Ayrshire) 

High Negligible Negligible; 
Not Significant 

Negligible Negligible; 
Not Significant 

 

Settlements 

6.13.24 The likely cumulative effects of operational/consented wind farms and wind farms in 

planning in conjunction with the Proposed Development on clusters and settlements within 

a 15 km radius are assessed in this section. The cumulative visual amenity of individual 

properties within a 2 km radius study area is assessed within Chapter 15 of the EIA Report 

Residential Visual Amenity Assessment, and is not repeated in this section. 

Table 6.19 - Cumulative Effects on Settlements  

Settlement and 
Distance/ 
Direction from 
Nearest 
Proposed 
Turbine 

Cumulative  
Inter-Visibility (CIV) 

Sensitivity to Change and  
Magnitude of Cumulative 
Change 

Cumulative 
Residual 
Effect and 
Significance 

Within 5km of the Proposed Development 

The Knowe 
Farm Cluster; 

All of the cluster has CIV of 
the Proposed Development in 
conjunction with: 

Sensitivity: High 
Magnitude: Medium-High 
 

Major-
Moderate to 
Major 
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Settlement and 
Distance/ 
Direction from 
Nearest 
Proposed 
Turbine 

Cumulative  
Inter-Visibility (CIV) 

Sensitivity to Change and  
Magnitude of Cumulative 
Change 

Cumulative 
Residual 
Effect and 
Significance 

2.4 km; north-
east 
 
Viewpoint 3 
represents a 
worse-case 
direct, open 
view from the 
west edge of 
cluster 

Hare Hill and Hare Hill 
Extension, Sanquhar Six and 
Sanquhar Community in 
simultaneous and successive 
views; 
Whiteside Hill, Twentyshilling, 
Sunnyside, and Glenmuckloch 
in successive views as well as 
Ulzieside, Lethans and North 
Lowther in planning. 
  

Some built form and 
outbuildings will screen some 
views. In other direct views 
there will be successive and 
simultaneous views of the 
Proposed Development and a 
number of operational wind 
farms where the Proposed 
Development will be perceived 
in a ‘gap’ between the 
operational turbines and 
therefore consolidating the 
wind farms as a single cluster, 
visible.  

  
Significant 

Kirkconnel; 
2.6km, north-
east 

Majority of the village has CIV 
of the Proposed Development 
in conjunction with the 
following operational/ 
consented wind farms in 
mainly successive views and 
infrequently in simultaneous 
views depending on location 
and direction of viewer: 
Hare Hill and Hare Hill 
Extension, Sanquhar Six, 
Sanquhar Community, 
Whiteside Hill, Twentyshilling, 
Sunnyside, and 
Glenmuckloch. 
CIV in successive views with 
proposed developments in 
planning: Ulzieside, Lethans 
and North Lowther. 
 

Sensitivity: Medium rising to 
High on western fringes 
Magnitude: Low rising to 
Medium in localised areas on 
the southern and western 
fringes. 
 
Numerous intervening 
elements within the village 
including built form, mature 
garden boundary features and 
mature vegetation associated 
with the A76, the railway line 
and the River Nith contain the 
majority of cumulative views. 
From a few fringe locations, 
upper parts of Sanquhar Six and 
Sanquhar Community visible in 
successive views and several 
turbines of Hare Hill in 
simultaneous views.  

Moderate-
Minor; 
Not 
Significant. 
 
Rising to 
Major-
Moderate in 
localised 
areas on 
southern 
and western 
fringe 
Significant 

Kelloholm; 
2.7km, north-
east 
Viewpoint 6 
represents a 
worse-case 
direct, open 
view from the 
south edge of 
village 

Majority of the village has CIV 
of the Proposed Development 
in conjunction with the 
following operational/ 
consented wind farms in 
mainly successive views and 
infrequently in simultaneous 
views depending on location 
and direction of viewer: 
Hare Hill and Hare Hill 
Extension, Sanquhar Six, 
Sanquhar Community, 
Whiteside Hill, Twentyshilling, 
Sunnyside, and 
Glenmuckloch. 

Sensitivity: Medium rising to 
High on western fringes 
Magnitude: Low rising to 
Medium in localised areas on 
the southern and western 
fringes. 
 
Numerous intervening 
elements within the village 
including built form, mature 
vegetation associated with the 
River Nith contain the majority 
of cumulative views. From the 
southern fringe Sanquhar Six 
and Sanquhar Community will 

Moderate-
Minor; 
Not 
Significant 
 
Rising to 
Major-
Moderate 
for some 
southern 
and western 
fringe 
properties  
Significant  
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Settlement and 
Distance/ 
Direction from 
Nearest 
Proposed 
Turbine 

Cumulative  
Inter-Visibility (CIV) 

Sensitivity to Change and  
Magnitude of Cumulative 
Change 

Cumulative 
Residual 
Effect and 
Significance 

CIV in successive views with 
proposed developments in 
planning: Ulzieside, Lethans 
and North Lowther. 
 

be visible in direct views at a 
close distance from the 
receptor with successive views 
towards the Proposed 
Development. Hare Hill will also 
be visible beyond the Proposed 
Development. Proposed 
developments in planning will 
not be visible from Kelloholm.  

Fauldhead Farm 
Cluster; 
2.9km, north-
east 

Majority of the cluster has CIV 
of the Proposed Development 
in conjunction with the 
following operational/ 
consented wind farms in 
mainly successive views and 
infrequently in simultaneous 
views depending on location 
and direction of viewer: 
Hare Hill and Hare Hill 
Extension, Sanquhar Six, 
Sanquhar Community, 
Whiteside Hill, Twentyshilling, 
Sunnyside, and 
Glenmuckloch. 
CIV in successive views with 
proposed developments in 
planning: Ulzieside, Lethans 
and North Lowther. 
 

Sensitivity: High 
Magnitude: Low 
 
Built form, mature garden 
boundary features and mature 
vegetation associated with the 
railway line aid in containing 
and obscuring most cumulative 
views. From a few locations 
upper parts of the Proposed 
Development will be visible 
above the same skyline in 
successive views with Sanquhar 
Six and Sanquhar Community 
with Whiteside Hill visible 
further along the skyline.  

Moderate  
 
Significant  
 

Kirkland Cluster; 
4.0km, north-
east 

All of cluster has CIV of all of 
the Proposed Development in 
conjunction with the 
following operational/ 
consented wind farms in 
mainly successive views and 
infrequently in simultaneous 
views depending on location 
and direction of viewer: 
Hare Hill and Hare Hill 
Extension, Sanquhar Six, 
Sanquhar Community, 
Whiteside Hill, Twentyshilling, 
Sunnyside, and 
Glenmuckloch. 
CIV in successive views with 
proposed developments in 
planning: Ulzieside, Lethans 
and North Lowther. 

Sensitivity: High 
Magnitude: Negligible 
 
Localised landform and mature 
tree cover across the grounds 
to the properties will heavily 
filter/screen cumulative views. 
Potential glimpses towards 
several upper turbines of 
operational wind farms in 
conjunction with a few single 
blades of the Proposed 
Development. 
  

Negligible  
 
Not 
Significant 

Between 5 – 15km of the Proposed Development 
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Settlement and 
Distance/ 
Direction from 
Nearest 
Proposed 
Turbine 

Cumulative  
Inter-Visibility (CIV) 

Sensitivity to Change and  
Magnitude of Cumulative 
Change 

Cumulative 
Residual 
Effect and 
Significance 

New Cumnock; 
6.6km, west-
north-west 
 

Northern part has CIV of the 
Proposed Development in 
conjunction with the 
following operational/ 
consented wind farms in 
simultaneous views: Sanquhar 
Six, Sanquhar Community, 
Whiteside Hill; 
In successive views: 
Glenmuckloch, Windy 
Standard 1&2 and Afton. 
CIV in successive views with 
proposed developments in 
planning: Ulzieside, Lethans 
and North Lowther. 

Sensitivity: Medium 
Magnitude: Negligible 
 
Actual CIV mostly screened by 
built form across the southern 
part of the town and 
intervening vegetation defining 
the pastoral fields and riparian 
planting along the Afton Water. 
Filtered glimpsed views towards 
part of the Proposed 
Development in conjunction 
with several Hare Hill & 
Extension may be infrequently 
available as the receptor travels 
through the town and 
successive views towards 
Glenmuckloch and Lethans. 

Negligible  
 
Not 
Significant 

Crawick; 
6.7 km, east-
north-east 
 
Viewpoint 11 
represents a 
worse-case 
direct, open 
view from the 
Crawick Artland 
Centre on 
north-west 
edge of village 
 
 

Most of the village has CIV of 
the Proposed Development in 
conjunction with the 
following operational/ 
consented wind farms in 
simultaneous views: Hare Hill 
and Hare Hill Extension. 
In successive views: Sanquhar 
Six, Sanquhar Community, 
Whiteside Hill and 
Twentyshilling. 
CIV in successive views with 
proposed developments in 
planning: Ulzieside. 
 
 

Sensitivity: Medium 
Magnitude: Negligible 
 
Local landform associated with 
the B740 corridor and a high 
amount of mature vegetation 
cover across the village and 
associated with the Crawick 
Water screen any potential CIV. 

Negligible 
  
Not 
Significant 

Sanquhar; 
6.8km, east 
 
Viewpoints 8 
and 9 represent 
a worse-case 
direct, open 
view from 
within the town 

North-eastern parts of the 
town and north-west fringes 
have some CIV of the 
Proposed Development in 
conjunction with the 
following operational/ 
consented wind farms in 
simultaneous views: Hare Hill 
and Hare Hill Extension, 
Sanquhar Six and Sanquhar 
Community. 
In successive views: Whiteside 
Hill, Glenmuckloch, Windy 
Standard 1&2 and Afton. 
CIV in successive views with 
proposed developments in 

Sensitivity: Medium 
Magnitude: Low rising to 
Medium on southern fringes 
and a small part of the northern 
area 
 
Built form and a large amount 
of mature vegetation across the 
town and intervening mature 
vegetation associated with 
small tributaries and the 
agricultural landscape combine 
with localised topography to 
reduce actual CIV. From higher 
north/north-eastern parts 
several wind farms are visible 

Moderate-
Minor for 
most of the 
town 
 
Not 
Significant 
 
Rising to 
Moderate in 
a few 
localised 
areas 
 
Significant 
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Settlement and 
Distance/ 
Direction from 
Nearest 
Proposed 
Turbine 

Cumulative  
Inter-Visibility (CIV) 

Sensitivity to Change and  
Magnitude of Cumulative 
Change 

Cumulative 
Residual 
Effect and 
Significance 

planning: Ulzieside, Lethans 
and North Lowther. 

partly above the skyline within 
the same part of the view and 
in the other direction part of 
Glenmuckloch and Lethans are 
visible. Proposed development 
seen at a similar elevation and 
scale to operational turbines 
(Sanquhar Community and 
Sanquhar Six) with Hare Hill 
beyond.  
 

Pathhead; 
7.3km, west-
north-west 
 
Viewpoint 16 
represents a 
worse-case 
direct, open 
view from the 
east edge of 
village 
 

Most of the village has CIV of 
the Proposed Development in 
conjunction with the 
following operational/ 
consented wind farms in 
simultaneous views: Hare Hill 
and Hare Hill Extension, 
Sanquhar Six, Sanquhar 
Community, Whiteside Hill 
and Twentyshilling. 
In successive views: 
Glenmuckloch and 
Kennoxhead. 
CIV in with proposed 
developments in planning: 
Lethans (successive views) 
and Ulzieside (simultaneous 
views). 

Sensitivity: Medium 
Magnitude: Negligible 
 
Potential CIV will be mostly 
screened by built form, mature 
garden features and intervening 
areas of topography. Upper 
parts/tip of a few outer lying 
proposed turbines and Hare Hill 
and Extension turbines will be 
visible above the middle distant 
skyline from the eastern edge 
of the village. In successive 
views, Glenmuckloch and 
Lethans will be visible at a 
closer distance to the receptor. 
 

Negligible 
 
Not 
Significant 

Mennock; 
10km, east-
south-east 

Northern parts of cluster has 
CIV of the Proposed 
Development in conjunction 
with the following 
operational/ consented wind 
farms in successive views: 
Hare Hill and Hare Hill 
Extension, Sanquhar Six and 
Sanquhar Community, 
Whiteside Hill and 
Glenmuckloch. 
CIV in successive views with 
proposed developments in 
planning: Ulzieside, Lethans 
and North Lowther. 

Sensitivity: Medium 
Magnitude: Negligible 
CIV will be partly screened by 
riparian planting and forested 
lower slopes.  
Several properties lining the 
A76 will have middle distant 
views towards the upper 
part/tips of some outer lying 
turbines in conjunction with 
Sanquhar Community and 
Sanquhar Six and successive 
views to Twentyshilling to the 
west.  
 

Negligible 
 
Not 
Significant 
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Transport Routes 

A76 

6.13.25 The cumulative ZTVs illustrate that there is cumulative inter-visibility of a number of wind 

farms visible in simultaneous, successive and sequential views in conjunction with the 

Proposed Development as the receptor travels along the A76 in both directions. The 

following paragraphs describes the journey through this valley landscape where wind farms 

are visible on both sides of the valley skyline.  

6.13.26 Travelling in a north-west direction (west bound) towards New Cumnock, theoretically, 

Glenmuckloch first comes into view located above the distant valley skyline on the approach 

to Mennock orientated in the direction of the receptor, at approximately 12 km away to the 

north-west. If consented, Lethans would also be visible within the context of Glenmuckloch 

visible above the north-side of the valley and North Lowther would also be theoretically 

visible in successive views in slightly oblique views to the north-east. As the receptor travels 

through the north side of Mennock Twentyshilling comes into view above the forest covered 

steep slopes and as the eye follows the extensive skyline above the lush pasture fields below 

Whiteside Hill, Sanquhar Six, Sanquhar Community, Hare Hill and Hare Hill Extension, are all 

theoretically visible simultaneously and broadly perceived at a similar scale spread out above 

the same part of the skyline. Within this cluster of wind farm development, the Proposed 

Development would be located between Sanquhar Six and Hare Hill. Between Mennock and 

the Proposed Development site there is almost a continuous stretch of cumulative inter-

visibility of Whiteside Hill, Sanquhar Six, Sanquhar Community wind farms mostly in 

simultaneous views between Mennock and Sanquhar and then in successive views from 

Sanquhar. Hare Hill and Hare Hill Extension is mostly seen simultaneously with the Proposed 

Development albeit perceived at a smaller scale beyond the Sandy Knowe turbines. 

Glenmuckloch and Lethans are also visible in successive views above the other side of the 

valley. Once the receptor passes the Proposed Development, the upper parts of Hare Hill 

and its Extension remain in theoretical views for a short duration with open views across the 

pastoral fields towards Glenmuckloch and Lethans (if consented) available for a longer 

stretch of the road and visible above the skyline on the opposite side of the A76. 

6.13.27 Travelling south-east (east bound), there are distant theoretical simultaneous views towards 

a number of operational wind farms perceived along the long, gently undulating skyline 

above the south side of the Nithsdale valley in conjunction with the Proposed Development, 

first coming into view north of Cumnock, approximately 20 km away. This includes: Hare Hill 

and Extension, Sanquhar Six, Sanquhar Community, Whiteside Hill and Twentyshilling. If 

consented, Ulzieside would also form part of this cluster. On the opposite side of the A76 

corridor, there would be views towards Glenmuckloch and if consented Lethans, located 

further along this expansive skyline. These latter two wind farms will be perceived as a single 

development. There is very little cumulative inter-visibility as the receptor travels between 

Cumnock and New Cumnock and once the road corridor starts heading in an easterly 

direction, beyond New Cumnock there are patches of inter-visibility and subsequently 

sequential successive and simultaneous views afforded towards the Proposed Development 

in conjunction with the operational wind farms above the south-side of the road and more 

wide open views towards Glenmuckloch and the proposed Lethans with the two smaller 

turbines of Sunnyside coming into view fully backclothed by the lower pastoral slopes in the 

vicinity of Cairn Bridge, near to the Proposed Development site. For a fleeting duration the 

proposed development is visible although the local landform rises quickly from the road-side 
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towards the proposed turbines which at this angle are perceived above the skyline. Once 

passed the Proposed Development, sequential views are afforded towards Sanquhar Six, 

Sanquhar Community and Whiteside Hill visible also visible above the same simple skyline 

as the proposed development and perceived at a similar scale with the visibly smaller 

turbines of Sunnyside visible at a lower elevation on the other side of the road corridor. After 

Kirkconnel and Kelloholm, these wind farms disappear from view and Twentyshilling is 

visible further along the Southern Uplands skyline to the south and if consented distant 

views towards North Lowther will be available on the distant large-scale skyline to the north-

east. 

6.13.28 In reality, there are a high number of intervening elements that significantly reduce actual 

cumulative inter-visibility as the receptor travels in either direction along the A76. Travelling 

beyond Mennock the valley sides are cloaked in coniferous forests and are located relatively 

close to the road corridor creating a sense of enclosure. A combination of mature tree cover 

and steep landform which is complex in areas as wooded glens and small tributaries dissect 

the valley slopes. Within this context, views are channelled along the road towards the 

distant skyline of the Southern Uplands. Between Mennock and Sanquhar the valley floor 

becomes wider with skylines pushed back from the road corridor and an appreciation of the 

upland skyline is afforded. Views towards the cluster of wind farms visible in the left of the 

view are available for a long section perceived along the long, extensive skyline which is 

interrupted now and again with geometric blocks of plantation. Infrequent road-side 

planting along this stretch filters views some views, whilst between Sanquhar and Kirkconnel 

areas of built form, road-side planting, garden boundary features, small woodland blocks, 

groups of mature trees and coniferous blocks all combine with the prevailing landform to 

frequently interrupt direct and semi-direct views towards the local skyline where the wind 

farms are located. As the A76 emerges out of Kirkconnel the character of the road changes 

to become a lot more open to the right side whilst to the left side localised landform and 

frequent dispersed built forms and associated mature tree groups restrict views up towards 

the skyline. Occasionally, oblique views are afforded up to the skyline where the operational 

wind farms are located. As the receptor passes the Proposed Development site the Proposed 

Development turbines are visible against the sky with upper parts of Hare Hill and its 

Extension partly visible behind and continue along the skyline. It is acknowledged for a short 

section of the road the Proposed Development turbines bring turbine development closer 

to the receptor however due to the speed of the receptor at this location and the acute angle 

of oblique views this effect does not dominate nor detract from the visual journey through 

the Nithsdale valley. Rather, it will be seen as a continuation of turbine development along 

the same part of the uplands skyline and perceived at a similar scale to the adjacent wind 

farms of Sanquhar Six and Sanquhar Community.  

6.13.29 The sensitivity to change is judged to be Medium. Travelling west, the magnitude of 

cumulative change is assessed to be Low within 12 km and reducing to Negligible beyond 12 

km. For a few short sections as the receptor passes in the proximity of the Proposed 

Development magnitude rises to Moderate. The Proposed Development does marginally 

add to sequential views as the receptor travels along the A76 however, this is a fast moving 

road corridor particularly in the vicinity of the proposed development with vehicles generally 

travelling at 60mph. Proposed wind farms add to and extend sequential effects along the 

A76 however, where the Proposed Development is visible, it is perceived to form an 

extension to the emerging cluster of operational wind farms at a similar scale and height 

along and above the Nithsdale Valley skyline. The residual cumulative effect is Moderate-
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Minor within 12 km and rising to Moderate in a few local sections of the road. Beyond 12 

km, effects are Negligible. Overall, the effect is Not Significant. 

Glasgow South Western Main Line 

6.13.30 As highlighted within the baseline, the railway line closely follows the route of the A76 across 

most of the study area, with the exceptions of a few areas where the railway line passes 

through built form and traverses the landscape occasionally in a cutting.  

6.13.31 As such, receptors travelling along the railway line will have a similar experience of 

cumulative inter-visibility as receptors travelling along the A76. Although due to more 

frequent intervening landscape and man-made components, the magnitude is less for some 

sections of the route. 

6.13.32 The sensitivity to change is judged to be Medium. The magnitude of cumulative change is 

assessed to be Low overall within 13 km and Negligible beyond. The effect is Moderate-

Minor reducing to Negligible beyond 13 km and Not Significant. 

Southern Upland Way 

6.13.33 The cumulative ZTVs illustrate that there are some long continuous patches of cumulative 

inter-visibility of a number of wind farms visible in simultaneous, successive and sequential 

views in conjunction with the Proposed Development as the receptor travels along the route 

of the Southern Upland Way in both directions. The following paragraphs describes the 

journey through across the upland landscape where extensive distant panoramic views are 

frequently available.  

6.13.34 As the receptor travels in a south-westerly direction the route is distinctly upland and a sense 

of remoteness prevails although views down towards the settled valley below comprising a 

mosaic of green pastoral fields and clusters of built form are visible over the heather 

moorland. Now and again distant views towards the upland skyline of the valley are 

interrupted by intervening blocks of forest and woodland as well as landform in the 

foreground which frequently foreshortens views. As the receptor leaves the Lowther Hills 

behind and descends down towards Sanquhar, extensive views open up across and along 

the valley where wind farms are visible on both sides. Due to the geographical location of 

the Proposed Development, it is visible essentially at the far end of the horizontal extent of 

turbines where it partly overlaps Hare Hill and its Extension. Simultaneous views are also 

afforded towards Glenmuckloch, and if consented, Lethans will also be visible forming a 

single development with Glenmuckloch located above the other side of the valley. 

6.13.35 Built form of Sanquhar and large amounts of mature vegetation associated with built form, 

road-side planting, riparian planting along the River Nith, structure planting across the 

parkland golf course of Sanquhar and small shelterbelts and woodland blocks defining the 

surrounding pastoral fields and larger geometric blocks of plantation and forest on the upper 

slopes all combine to limit views towards the Proposed Development and operational wind 

farms, although, infrequent glimpsed and framed views will be available. 

6.13.36 As the receptor continues up the far side of the valley towards the inner part of the Southern 

Uplands direct views towards Whiteside Hill will be available with Twentyshilling visible in 

successive views to the south. Although small blocks of coniferous forest will interrupt or 

obscure these views. Looking northwards from the route Sanquhar Six and Sanquhar 

Community will come into view with Hare Hill beyond and then the proposed development, 

all visible in successive views. On the distant skyline, Glenmuckloch and Lethans will also be 
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visible. Given the geographical location of the various wind farms in proximity to the route 

of the Southern Upland Way, Whiteside Hill and then Sanquhar Community and Sanquhar 

Six will dominate views on this stretch of the route. Further south-west, interlocking summits 

in the foreground limit and contain views across the Nithsdale valley and are directed 

towards the large wind farm cluster of Windy Standard 1 & 2 and Afton. 

6.13.37 Similarly, travelling in a north-east direction, for a long duration Whiteside Hill will be visible 

in direct views and if consented Ulzieside will add further turbines and form a dominant 

feature within this view. As the receptor travels passed Whiteside Wind Farm the upper 

blades/hubs of some of Sanquhar Six and Sanquhar Community will be visible over the 

summits of Whiteside Hill and Mid Rig. Once passed these summits, the Proposed 

Development will also be visible in oblique views beyond the Sanquhar turbines as well as a 

few outer lying Hare Hill turbines. In the other direction to the south-east, Twentyshilling 

will come into view in the middle distance. By the time the receptor reaches Cairn Hill 

Twentyshilling will dominate direct views with the proposed development, Sanquhar Six and 

Sanquhar Community, Hare Hill and Hare Hill Extension and Whiteside behind the viewer.  

6.13.38 Overall, the magnitude of cumulative change is assessed to be Low in a few localised areas 

to the south-east of the site  where the Proposed Development will increase the angle of 

view where wind farms are visible and marginally reduce the visual gap between the cluster 

of operational wind farms on the south side of the valley and Glenmuckloch on the north 

side. This effect will be most pronounced travelling in a south-westerly direction. Above 

Sanquhar to the north-east, the Proposed Development will be perceived to form part of the 

cluster of operational wind farms above the skyline and the gap between this cluster and 

Glenmuckloch will be retained. Elsewhere along the route the magnitude of cumulative 

change reduces to Negligible. . Importantly, the Proposed Development will not add to 

sequential views along the Southern Upland Way due to it always been perceived within the 

same arc of view as at least one existing wind farm located on the fringes of the uplands 

above the Nithsdale Valley.  

6.13.39 The sensitivity to change is judged to be High due to the recreational value of the receptor. 

Magnitude of cumulative change travelling south-west overall is Low to Negligible and rises 

to Low in a few localised areas. Overall the residual cumulative effect is Moderate to 

Negligible and Not Significant. In localised areas to the south-east and above Sanquhar to 

the north-east, travelling south-west the cumulative effect is Moderate and Significant.  

6.13.40 Travelling south-west, the magnitude of change rises in a section of the route above 

Sanquhar where open panoramic views are afforded towards the Proposed Development in 

conjunction with the operational, consented and proposed wind farms. The proposed 

Lethans Wind Farm and the Proposed Development extend the horizontal extent of turbines 

and marginally close the gap between wind farm developments on the north and south side 

of the valley. Similarly, the magnitude increases near Ulzieside when the Proposed 

Development is visible within the context of operational, consented and proposed wind 

farms.  Magnitude is assessed to be Medium and the effect is Major-Moderate and 

Significant. 

6.13.41 Travelling north-east, the magnitude of change is assessed to be Low to Negligible and rising 

to Moderate for a section as the receptor approaches Whiteside Hill. The effect is Negligible 

and Not Significant and rising to Moderate and Significant for a short part of the overall 

route. 
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Libry Moor Footpath (Core Path Number 84) 

6.13.42 The cumulative ZTVs illustrate that there are some long continuous patches of cumulative 

inter-visibility of a number of wind farms visible in simultaneous, successive and sequential 

views in conjunction with the Proposed Development as the receptor travels along the route 

of the Libry Moor Footpath in both directions. The following paragraphs describes the 

journey from Kirkconnel and across Libry Moor towards the Kello Water corridor where the 

path meets core path 43 and extends south across the inner Southern Uplands.  

6.13.43 Built form within Kirkconnel, mature vegetation associated with the River Nith corridor and 

the Kelloside Farm combined with local landform heavily filters and contains views towards 

the local skyline as the path heads in a south-westerly direction towards Libry Moor. Once 

the path passes a small block of coniferous woodland and climbs higher in elevation towards 

the dispersed property Corserig, views open up over Libry Moor towards the Proposed 

Development. Hare Hill and its Extension is visible beyond at a smaller scale and in successive 

views to the left Sanquhar Six and Sanquhar Community are visible across Hog Hill and Brunt 

Rig. In the next viewing arc Whiteside Hill is visible in the middle distance with Twentyshilling 

visible in the opposite direction. In the vicinity of Corserig local landform will contain views 

towards any wind farm. As the receptor moves west along the path coniferous tree cover 

comes within close proximity to the route and screens views towards the Proposed 

Development all the way until Mynwhirr Hill. Oblique views towards Sanquhar Six and 

Sanquhar Community are available for this part of the route. At Mynwhirr Hill the Proposed 

Development comes into view again with successive views to the Sanquhar turbines and 

Whiteside Hill beyond. Due to distance from the receptor the Proposed Development is 

perceived to be larger in scale. The route continues in a south-westerly direction with the 

propose development behind the receptor and oblique views available to the Sanquhar 

cluster and Whiteside Hill.  

6.13.44 Travelling in a north-east direction, Whiteside Hill first comes into view near Graystone Hill 

where a large area of coniferous forest obscures oblique views towards the upper tower and 

blades of Whiteside Hill. In the same viewing arc the upper parts of the Sanquhar turbines 

are visible and in successive views. The Proposed Development comes into view to the south 

of the dispersed Hillend property with successive views to the Sanquhar turbines and 

Whiteside Hill in the other direction. At Mynwhirr Hill the Proposed Development is screened 

by the coniferous block across Libry Moor but views in the other direction are available to 

Sanquhar Six and Sanquhar Community and Whiteside Hill beyond.  As mature tree cover 

recedes back from the forest track, oblique views open up again towards the Proposed 

Development for a short length until the development is behind the viewer and local 

landform screens views. 

6.13.45 The sensitivity to change is considered to be High. Overall, the magnitude of cumulative 

change is assessed to be Low to Negligible travelling in both directions. For a few short 

sections travelling in a south-west direction the magnitude rises to High where the Proposed 

Development extends turbines into another viewing arc and brings the Proposed 

Development closer to the receptor. The cumulative effect along the Libry Moor Footpath is 

assessed to be Moderate to Negligible and Not Significant for most of its length and rising to 

Major and Significant in the vicinity of Mynwhirr Hill and a short section between Kelloside 

Farm and Corserig.  
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Core Path 111, Sanquhar Castle circular 

6.13.46 The cumulative ZTVs illustrate that there are some continuous patches of cumulative inter-

visibility of a number of wind farms visible in simultaneous, successive and sequential views 

in conjunction with the Proposed Development as the receptor travels along the route of 

the Sanquhar Castle circular in both directions. 

6.13.47 Travelling north, Twentyshilling Wind Farm will come into view first and as the route 

approaches the River Nith Whiteside Hill Wind Farm will be visible in the middle distance in 

sequential views. Proposed Ulzieside will also be visible perceived to form a cluster with 

Whiteside Hill. At this location Sanquhar Six and Sanquhar Community wind farms will be 

visible in successive views with the Proposed Development visible further away from the 

path user, essentially visible extending the extent of turbines visible along the skyline. Hare 

Hill Wind Farm and Hare Hill Extension will also be visible beyond the Proposed Development 

and perceived at a smaller scale to the other turbines. As the path user travels further north 

along the River Nith, Twentyshilling Wind Farm is located behind the receptor. All the other 

aforementioned wind farms remain visible in addition to the Proposed Development until 

the receptor reaches a crossroads of farm tracks and the route extends east along the fringes 

of Sanquhar. No other wind farms nor the Proposed Development are visible for this section 

of the route. 

6.13.48 Travelling south, heavily filtered views towards the upper parts of some of the Proposed 

Development turbines may be visible above the built form and mature garden boundary 

features on the southern edge of Sanquhar. As the path user approaches the River Nith 

corridor, successive views towards Sanquhar Six and Sanquhar Community wind farms come 

into view visible in the idle distance above the skyline. As the route heads south along the 

River Nith corridor, the Proposed Development, Sanquhar Six and Sanquhar Community are 

behind the receptor, and Whiteside Hill and the proposed Ulzieside wind farms are visible in 

views further along the skyline. In successive views above the middle distant skyline the 

upper parts of Twentyshilling Wind Farm is visible above intervening coniferous blocks. 

6.13.49 The sensitivity to change is considered to be High. The magnitude of cumulative change is 

assessed to be Low travelling north and Negligible travelling south. Proposed Ulzieside will 

marginally extend into the gap between Whiteside Hill and Sanquhar Six. The Proposed 

Development will marginally extend turbines further along the skyline. The cumulative effect 

along the Sanquhar Circular is assessed to be Moderate and Significant travelling north and 

Negligible and Not Significant travelling south. Cumulative effects arising from the Proposed 

Development in addition to operational, consented and proposed wind farms in the planning 

system barely change and the effects remain the same as the Proposed Development in 

addition to the existing cumulative picture. 

Core Path 88, Kirkconnel to Black Law (via Fingland and Kirkland) 

6.13.50 The cumulative ZTVs illustrate that there are a few continuous patches of cumulative inter-

visibility of a number of wind farms visible in simultaneous and successive views in 

conjunction with the Proposed Development as the receptor travels along the route 

Kirkconnel to Black Law in both directions. 

6.13.51 Open, panoramic views are afforded over the settled valley towards the fringes of the 

Southern Uplands which form the middle distant skyline. Most of the Proposed 

Development will be visible perceived in a similar part of the panoramic view to Sanquhar 

Six, Sanquhar Community and Hare Hill wind farms and Hare Hill Extension. These three wind 
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farms are visible partly behind the Proposed Development. Further along the skyline to the 

east in successive views, Whiteside Hill and proposed Ulzieside wind farms are visible, with 

Ulzieside extending the extent where turbines are visible. The expansive area restored as 

part of the ongoing works at Glenmuckloch is perceptible from this part of Core Path 88.  

6.13.52 Travelling north, the proposed development is located behind the receptor. Glenmuckloch 

Wind Farm is visible in views in the middle ground as the path user ascends up Kirkland Hill. 

6.13.53 The sensitivity to change is considered to be High, given the recreational value of the 

receptor. Travelling south, the cumulative magnitude of impact is assessed to be Medium 

within a distance of 7 km.  Travelling north there are no effects. The effect is Major-Moderate 

and Significant travelling south. Cumulative effects arising from the Proposed Development 

in addition to operational, consented and proposed wind farms in the planning system barely 

change and the effects remain the same as the Proposed Development in addition to the 

existing cumulative picture. 

Table 6.20 - Summary of Cumulative Effects on Key Routes  

Transport Route Sensitivity Predicted Cumulative Effects 

Proposed Development in 
Addition to Operational & 
Consented Wind Farms 

Proposed Development in 
Addition to Operational, 
Consented & Proposed Wind 
Farms (in planning) 

Magnitude Significance Magnitude Significance 

A76 West Bound Medium Low (within 
12 km); 
Negligible 
beyond 12 
km 

Moderate-
Minor within 
12 km 
reducing to 
Negligible 
beyond; 
Not Significant 

Low (within 
12 km); 
Negligible 
beyond 12 km 

Moderate-
Minor within 
12 km 
reducing to 
Negligible 
beyond; 
Not Significant 

A76 East Bound Medium Medium 
within 2 km; 
Negligible 
beyond 

Moderate-
Minor within 2 
km reducing 
to Negligible 
beyond; 
Not Significant 

Medium 
within 2 km; 
Negligible 
beyond 

Moderate-
Minor within 2 
km reducing 
to Negligible 
beyond; 
Not Significant 

Glasgow South 
Western Main Line 

Medium Low within 
13 km; 
Negligible 
beyond 

Moderate-
Minor within 
13 km; 
Negligible 
beyond 

Low within 
13 km; 
Negligible 
beyond 

Moderate-
Minor within 
13 km; 
Negligible 
beyond 

Southern Upland 
Way South-West 
Bound 

High Low to 
Negligible 
rising to Low 
in a few 
localised 
areas  

Negligible 
rising to 
Moderate and 
Significant in a 
few localised 
areas 

Low to 
Negligible 
rising to 
Medium in a 
few localised 
areas  

Negligible 
rising to 
Major-
Moderate and 
Significant in a 
few localised 
areas 

Southern Upland 
Way North-East 
Bound 

High Negligible Negligible; 
Not Significant 

Low to 
Negligible 

Negligible; 
Not Significant 

Libry Moor Path 
(Core path 84) 
South-West Bound 

High Low to 
Negligible 
rising to 

Moderate to 
Negligible 
rising to Major 

Low to 
negligible 
rising to High 

Moderate to 
Negligible 
rising to Major 
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Transport Route Sensitivity Predicted Cumulative Effects 

Proposed Development in 
Addition to Operational & 
Consented Wind Farms 

Proposed Development in 
Addition to Operational, 
Consented & Proposed Wind 
Farms (in planning) 

Magnitude Significance Magnitude Significance 

High in a few 
localised 
areas 

in a few 
locations; 
Locally 
Significant 

in a few 
localised areas 

in a few 
locations; 
Locally 
Significant 

Libry Moor Path 
(Core path 84) 
North-East Bound 

High Low to 
Negligible 

Moderate to 
Negligible; 
Not Significant 

Low to 
Negligible 

Moderate to 
Negligible; 
Not Significant 

Core Path 111, 
Sanquhar Castle 
circular 
North 

High Low Moderate; 
Significant 

Low Moderate; 
Significant 

Core Path 111, 
Sanquhar Castle 
circular 
South 

High Negligible Negligible; 
Not Significant 

Negligible Negligible; 
Not Significant 

Core Path 88, 
Kirkconnel to Black 
Law 
South 

High Medium 
within 7 km 

Major-
Moderate 
within 7 km; 
Significant 

Medium 
within 7 km 

Major-
Moderate 
within 7 km; 
Significant 

Core Path 88, 
Kirkconnel to Black 
Law 
North 

High None None; Not 
Significant 

None None; Not 
Significant 

 

6.14 Summary 

6.14.1 The effects of the Proposed Development on the landscape and visual resource within a 

35 km radius study area have been explored first by identifying the relevant landscape and 

visual receptors through a review of the existing landscape and visual baseline and 

establishing each receptor’s sensitivity to change to the proposed development, which in 

turn led to the establishment of the significance of residual effect for each receptor.  

6.14.2 The Proposed Development has been shaped through an iterative design process that 

identified constraints and key issues within the site and the surrounding landscape. 

Mitigation for landscape and visual effects was a key component of the design process and 

as such no additional mitigation measures are proposed for landscape and visual issues. As 

a result, all effects identified in this LVIA are residual effects. Embedded mitigation measures 

relating to landscape and visual considerations are described in Section 6.10 of this LVIA. It 

is considered that the adoption of these mitigation measures has achieved the best overall 

solution in terms of the landscape and visual resource whilst accommodating other 

environmental, economic, technical and practical considerations. This section provides a 

summary of the LVIA and the predicted residual effects. 

6.14.3 This LVIA has found that the prevailing topography across the study area would considerably 

limit the extent to which the Proposed Development has the potential to influence landscape 

character and views within the study area. This is illustrated in the ZTV figures where 
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theoretical visibility is largely contained within the broad valley of Upper Nithsdale. In reality, 

when the numerous amount of intervening landscape and man-made elements across the 

study area are taken into account in combination with the locally complex landscape, 

particularly along the A76 corridor within the vicinity of the site, actual visibility is further 

reduced. In addition, the existing presence of man-made influences within parts of Upper 

Nithsdale and the landscape surrounding the site including the cluster of operational large-

scale wind farm development is further considered to provide an appropriate context to the 

Proposed Development.  

6.14.4 It has been assessed that the Proposed Development will give rise to some significant 

landscape and visual effects. Significant effects were found to be localised to landscape and 

visual receptors within close proximity to the Proposed Development, within a maximum of 

8 km in any given direction, and mostly from static locations. A significant cumulative effect 

is also found on Coupland Knowe at a distance of 10.8 km where the Proposed Development 

is visible in conjunction with operational and consented wind farms as well as those in the 

planning system.  

6.14.5 As the receptor travels through the landscape, it has been judged that the overall visual 

experience and the effects on the intrinsic qualities and character of the landscape will not 

be significantly affected by the Proposed Development. This is due to the significant amount 

of vegetation cover including: large coniferous plantations, forests, woodlands, riparian 

planting, road-side and understorey planting, tree groups and mature field trees, combined 

with the complex localised landform as the receptor travels through the Nithsdale valley 

where the juxtaposition of the hill slopes and summits across the surrounding upland 

landscape, filter, screen, obscure or interrupt a large majority of potential views. Where 

there is visibility of the Proposed Development, it is perceived within a cluster of operational 

wind farms. As such, the introduction of the Proposed Development is not an alien 

characteristic within this part of the Nithsdale area where operational wind farms are visible 

mostly along the skyline providing the backdrop to Upper Nithsdale valley.  

Effects upon Designated Landscapes 

6.14.6 The Proposed Development site and its immediate context is not covered by any landscape 

designations. The study area contains 23 designated landscapes noted for their high scenic 

value and high landscape quality, which includes a relatively high number of gardens and 

designed landscapes. Impacts upon these landscapes varies due to their location, proximity 

to the proposed development and sensitivity to change.  

6.14.7 In this respect the Blackcraig Sensitive Landscape Area, East Ayrshire Upland Hills Sensitive 

Landscape Area and the Thornhill Uplands Regional Scenic Area, located within 2 km west, 

5 km north and 7 km east to south-east respectively, at their nearest points, are predicted 

to have effects ranging from Moderate to Moderate-Minor and Negligible and Not 

Significant. It has been assessed that whilst the very fringes of the Blackcraig Sensitive 

Landscape Area including the summit of Blackcraig a Major-Moderate and Significant effect 

is experienced, this represents an extremely limited proportion of this extensive elevated 

SLA designation. Given the limited extent of change the overall integrity of the designation, 

its underlying qualities and intrinsic characteristics will not be significantly affected. 

6.14.8 Due to the limited amounts of theoretical visibility located across higher open summits and 

hills within other Special Landscape Areas and Sensitive Landscape Areas on the fringes of 

the study area, and taking into account distance from the Proposed Development and 
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numerous intervening landscape and man-made features, these designated landscapes have 

been scoped out of further assessment. Three of the thirteen Gardens and Designed 

Landscapes have been identified as having theoretical visibility. Due to their geographical 

location from the Proposed Development and the significant amount of mature tree cover 

across the GDLs, the Proposed Development would not give rise to any effects on GDLs in 

the study area. The World Heritage Site at New Lanark located on the north-east fringes of 

the study area will not be affected at all given that the ZTVs highlighted that there would be 

no theoretical visibility.  

6.14.9 The Proposed Development would not have a significant effect upon the character or 

intrinsic quality of any of the national, regional or local designations. There will be no adverse 

effects upon the integrity of any of the landscape designations including Special Landscape 

Areas, Scenic Landscape Areas, Regional Scenic Areas, the Gardens and Designed Landscapes 

and the World Heritage Site, and effects would not be significant in EIA terms. 

Effects upon Landscape Character 

6.14.10 The Proposed Development is located near Kirkconnel, within a landscape that is locally 

characterised by the broad pastoral valley of Upper Nithsdale and a local skyline dominated 

by the interlocking summits of the rugged hills associated with the Southern Uplands. The 

wider context comprises extensive upland landscapes of the Southern Uplands to the north, 

east and south, upland plateau moorland further to the north and foothills to the west 

providing a transition between the upland and lowland landscape which reduce in elevation 

towards the Ayrshire Lowlands and Ayrshire coastline further to the west.  

6.14.11 The assessment established that potential significant adverse effects on the landscape 

character and resource within the study area would be notably localised and mostly limited 

to the landscape units where the Proposed Development is located. Within 7 km, it is 

predicted that the Proposed Development would give rise to Major-Moderate effects across 

the lower lying Upper Nithsdale unit of the Upper Dale Valley LCT. Effects would diminish 

beyond 7 km. Moderate and significant direct effects are predicted upon the characteristics 

and qualities of the Ken unit of the Southern Uplands with Forest LCT within 3 km and 

diminish with distance from the Proposed Development.  Moderate and Significant effects 

are also predicted on the Nith unit of the Upland River LCT. This is a very small landscape 

area and is essentially a continuation further west of the Upper Nithsdale unit. Indirect 

effects are localised to open areas of pasture on the low lying northern slopes of the River 

Nith.   

6.14.12 The adjacent Southern Uplands LCT (in East Ayrshire) to the west of the Proposed 

Development also has the potential for significant effects. Indirect effects are localised to 

the higher north facing slopes and summit of Blackcraig Hill where panoramic views are 

afforded across the valley to the surrounding hills where wind farms are located both in close 

proximity and in the distance. Hare Hill Wind Farm and Hare Hill Extension are located on 

the northern slopes of Blackcraig Hill and already exert an influence on this LCT. Due to the 

small amount of these units affected by the addition of the Proposed Development and the 

limited extent of change, it is considered that the underlying intrinsic character and qualities 

of these units will not be significantly affected. Residual effects on other landscape units 

range from Moderate to Moderate-Minor and Negligible and Not Significant. 

6.14.13 This part of the Nithsdale area is characterised by a broader, more open Ddale valley where 

the Southern Uplands skyline is expansive and generally smooth and located above the 
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broad pastoral valley where the landscape pattern is less strong. Operational wind farms 

visible above this landscape act as scale indicators to which the Proposed Development 

wholly relates. As such, the Proposed Development is not perceived to be associated with 

the underlying landscape pattern across the valley but it appears elevated above it by 

relating to the larger components of the operational wind turbines. From within the valley, 

the emerging wind farm picture is not fully appreciated due to intervening landscape 

elements combining with local landform to obscure, filter and screen parts of the Proposed 

Development and operational turbines. However, from more elevated areas where distant, 

expansive and panoramic views are available, the Proposed Development is perceived to 

form part of a cluster of operational wind farm developments, mostly located on the skyline 

providing the backdrop to this part of Nithsdale. Within this context, the Proposed 

Development is perceived to fit the scale of the receiving landscape and wholly relates to 

the size, scale and design of the existing man-made features within it. This part of the 

Nithsdale area is judged to be a ‘landscape with wind farms’. Whilst the Proposed 

Development increases the presence of operational wind farms above the same part of the 

open dale valley and essentially fills a gap between separate wind energy developments, it 

does not alter the landscape which will remain a ‘landscape with wind farms’ before and 

after the introduction of the Proposed Development.   

Effects on Views and Visual Amenity 

6.14.14 The 35 km Radius ZTV shown in Figure 6.2 illustrates that the Proposed Development will be 

theoretically visible across approximately 11% of the study area with the remaining 89% 

(approximately) of the study area unaffected.  

6.14.15 ZTV analysis illustrates that theoretical visibility is relatively contained within the Nithsdale 

Valley stretching approximately 10 km to the east and west. To the south theoretical visibility 

extends to 3km and to 5 km to the south-west and south-east, with the inner Southern 

Uplands restricting wider visibility across the southern sector. Similarly to the north-east and 

east the Southern Uplands restrict wider visibility and plateau moorland restricts widespread 

visibility beyond 5 – 6 km to the north. Other areas of theoretical visibility are limited to 

smaller, scattered or isolated patches across the higher summits and slopes further to the 

east and north east and some large and scattered patches across the Ayrshire Lowlands 

located in excess of 15 km from the Proposed Development. 

6.14.16 The assessment considered the visual effects of the Proposed Development on sixteen 

viewpoints. Of these, five are predicted to experience localised significant effects during 

construction with the remaining eleven experiencing low to negligible effects. The 

assessment found localised significant adverse residual effects at ten viewpoints, with the 

remaining six experiencing effects ranging from moderate to moderate-minor to negligible. 

It must be stressed that all ten viewpoints assessed to have significant effects are located 

within 8 km from the nearest turbine, where effects are generally expected to be higher 

given the distance from the receptor. Indeed, fourteen of the sixteen viewpoints are located 

within 8 km. The reasons for this and the overall effect on the results of this LVIA Chapter 

are discussed in detail in paragraphs 6.12.44 – 6.12.45. In summary, the selection of 

viewpoints are not in line with current SNH guidance and this has led to the results of the 

visual assessment being skewed. Accordingly, these results should be judged as 

unrepresentative. 
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6.14.17 Predicted effects along the A76 were assessed to range from Moderate-Minor to Negligible 

and Not Significant for most of the route. Whilst it is assessed that effects rise to Moderate 

locally as the receptor passes in the vicinity of the Proposed Development, due to the speed 

the receptor is travelling and the numerous subtle bends and curves of the road corridor 

combined with intervening elements and locally complex landform, overall the effect is Not 

Significant. 

6.14.18 Predicted effects along the Glasgow South West Main Line were assessed to be Moderate-

Minor within 5 km from the Proposed Development and reducing to Negligible beyond. The 

residual effect is Not Significant. 

6.14.19 Effects on the Southern Upland Way were assessed to be Moderate to Negligible and Not 

Significant for most of the route. It is predicted that from a few short localised sections as 

the receptor travels in a south-west direction effects will rise to Moderate and Significant 

where the Proposed Development intensifies the amount of wind farms visible within the 

same small portion of expansive, wide open views frequently afforded as the receptor 

travels across the Southern Uplands. The overall effect on the SUW is slightly reduced by the 

increased presence of wind farms on both sides of Nithsdale. The addition of the Proposed 

Development will not change the experience of travelling over hills with wind farms located 

nearby and at a distance from the route. Effects upon core paths were also assessed. Along 

the Libry Moor Footpath (Core Path number 84) the Proposed Development would give rise 

to an overall Low to Negligible and Not Significant effect and rising to Major to Major-

Moderate and Significant for a few short localised sections heading in a south-westerly 

direction. Travelling south bound along the hill track from Kirkconnel to Black Law (Core Path 

number 88) the receptor would experience a significant effect traversing across Fingland. It 

is predicted that no other core path would experience significant effects. 

Cumulative Effects 

6.14.20 The LVIA considered the cumulative effects that may arise as a result of the Proposed 

Development in conjunction with existing, consented and proposed wind energy 

developments within the study area on the landscape and in views, either successively, 

simultaneously or sequentially. Cumulative impacts were assessed through analysis of 

wireframe views generated from the sixteen representative viewpoints, from analysis of the 

cumulative ZTVs and from site visits where a first-hand appreciation of the effects the 

current operational wind farm picture is having on the landscape and views as the receptor 

travels through the wider study area.  

Cumulative Effects upon Landscape Character and Landscape Designations 

6.14.21 When considered in addition to operational and consented developments, the Proposed 

Development would give rise to significant cumulative effects. However, these are limited 

to localised areas of the study area and mostly from elevated areas above the Nithsdale 

Valley where more open, expansive views are available and an appreciation of the emerging 

cumulative picture is afforded.  

6.14.22 Significant cumulative effects are predicted in localised areas within the Upper Nithsdale 

landscape unit of the Upper Dale Valley LCT, and the Ken unit of the Southern Uplands with 

Forest LCT. The Proposed Development is located within these two units where it is 

perceived to form an extension to and be perceived as a cluster with Hare Hill Wind Farm 

and Hare Hill Extension, or with Sanquhar Six and Sanquhar Community Wind Farms. From 

some locations the Proposed Development in conjunction with Sanquhar Six and Sanquhar 
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Community turbines, Hare Hill and Hare Hill Extension turbines and Whiteside Hill Wind Farm 

form a loose cluster. From a few localised areas within the Nith unit of Upland River Valley 

LCT and the North West Lowther unit of the Southern Uplands LCT effects rise to Moderate. 

In addition, effects rise to Major-Moderate to Moderate across Blackcraig Hill summit within 

the Southern Uplands LCT in East Ayrshire. However, due to the small amount of these 

landscape units that are significantly affected, it is assessed that the underlying character 

and qualities will not change and, overall, cumulative effects are Not Significant.  

6.14.23 When considered in addition to operational, consented and proposed developments, the 

Proposed Development is mostly assessed to give rise to similar effects as the existing 

cumulative picture. However, from a handful of elevated locations, the horizontal extent 

where turbines are visible is further extended both towards the Nithsdale valley and further 

along the fringes of the Southern Upland skyline. This gives rise to significant cumulative 

effects from two additional elevated static viewpoints, from Blackcraig Hill summit and 

Coupland Knowe. Locally, and from settlements, this potential emerging cumulative picture 

will not be fully perceived, given the numerous intervening elements screening and 

obscuring views. 

6.14.24 The Proposed Development is perceived to form part of the emerging cluster of operational 

and consented wind farm developments located on the fringes of the Southern Uplands 

within this part of the Nithdale area. From within the valley, this emerging cumulative picture 

is not fully appreciated due to intervening landscape elements obscuring, filtering or 

screening parts of the Proposed Development in addition to the consented, operational and 

proposed wind farm developments. As assessed within this LVIA, from more elevated areas 

where distant, expansive and panoramic views are available, the Proposed Development is 

perceived above the open dale valley within the fringes of the Southern Uplands where the 

skyline is expansive. Within these views the Proposed Development wholly relates to the 

size, scale and design of the consented and operational wind farms located above the same 

part of the open dale valley. This is in line with advice contained within SNH’s ‘Siting and 

Designing Wind Farms in the Landscape’ (Version 3a, August 2017). 

Cumulative Effects upon Views 

6.14.25 A cumulative assessment on all sixteen of the representative viewpoints has been carried 

out. It is predicted that the addition of the Proposed Development to the existing cumulative 

picture, i.e. when seen in conjunction with operational and consented wind farms, ten 

viewpoints are predicted to have Significant effects. It is noted that all of these viewpoints 

are located within 8 km of the Proposed Development and also in close proximity to the 

operational/ consented wind farms located along the upland skyline within the context to 

the Proposed Development, namely Sanquhar Six and Sanquhar Community. Due to the 

close distance from existing turbines, the addition of the Proposed Development will extend 

the extent of development where turbines are visible and occasionally perceived to extend 

development down the upland slopes towards the valley. In viewpoints to the north 

including from the dispersed properties of The Knowe Farmstead, St.Connel’s Church and 

from the summit of Kirkland Hill the Proposed Development is perceived at a slightly larger 

scale to Sanquhar Community and Sanquhar Six. The Proposed Development is perceived as 

a large component and partly visible in front of this cluster. Whilst the Proposed 

Development is perceived to form part of this cluster, it adds to the visual complexity of 

these views with several turbines overlapping and stacking occurring.  
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6.14.26 Significant effects also occur from the higher slopes and summits of the surrounding 

Southern Uplands hills including from the Southern Upland Way above Sanquhar and the 

Southern Upland Way near Ulzieside. Within these elevated locations, extensive panoramic 

views across the valley and hills are afforded and a full appreciation of the existing 

cumulative picture is afforded with several clusters of wind farms emerging. From these 

viewpoints, the Proposed Development is perceived as a cluster with other operational wind 

farms and perceived at a similar scale and height and within the same small portion of the 

extensive, smooth skyline. There is an element of overlapping and stacking of some of the 

Proposed Development turbines in conjunction with operational and consented wind farms. 

This visual complexity is diminished by the elevated nature of the extensive panoramic views 

where the cluster of operational and consented wind farms in conjunction with the Proposed 

Development form a small component within the 360° views. Visual complexity further 

diminishes with distance. 

6.14.27 When considered in addition to operational, consented and proposed developments, the 

Proposed Development is assessed to give rise to Significant effects from the same ten 

viewpoints as the existing cumulative picture and from two additional viewpoints, Blackcraig 

Hill summit and from Coupland Knowe. The addition of both the Proposed Development and 

those in the planning system extend, intensify and essentially merge distinct clusters so that 

the appreciation of the surrounding landscape is affected. Whilst the Proposed Development 

is perceived mostly within the extent of an operational wind farm cluster, several proposed 

developments in planning are perceived to extend existing clusters in both directions further 

along the skylines on the north and south-side of the dale, thereby increasing visual 

prominence of wind farms across a large portion of these elevated views.  

6.14.28 Sequential cumulative effects have also been assessed on transport routes across the study 

area. The Southern Upland Way, Libry Moor Footpath, the hill track from Kirkconnel to Black 

Law (Core Path 88) and the Sanquhar Castle circular (Core Path 111) were considered to have 

the potential for significant sequential cumulative effects and were assessed in detail. The 

first glimpse of a wind farm is important and with regard to the Proposed Development, it 

has been assessed that whilst it will add to simultaneous and successive views along these 

routes, where visible, the Proposed Development is perceived within the context of other 

wind farms perceived in a similar portion of the local skyline at a similar height and scale. 

The Proposed Development barely adds to sequential cumulative views.   

6.14.29 For travellers along the A76, due to the speed the receptor is travelling at and the numerous 

intervening elements as well as the angle of view all combine to reduce cumulative effects. 

Most views are transient, mainly glimpsed and short in duration and where the development 

is visible, particularly on the stretch of road either side of Sanquhar, it is perceived to extend 

the line of wind farms located on the Southern Upland fringes. Cumulative effects along the 

A76 are assessed to be Not Significant.  

6.14.30 Travelling along the Southern Upland Way, it is assessed that Significant cumulative effects 

will arise for a short portion of the route as it traverses in a south-westerly direction above 

Ulzieside and comes in close proximity to the Proposed Development. For the vast majority 

of the route effects are negligible. The Proposed Development does not add to sequential 

cumulative views along the Southern Upland Way. Similarly, for path users across Libry 

Moor, given the close proximity to the receptor in relation to other wind farms, the Proposed 

Development will dominate a short section of the route as the receptor passes near to the 

southern and eastern fringes of the application site and give rise to significant cumulative 
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effects. However, for the vast majority of the route along this forest track, significant areas 

of plantation and forest in combination with the local landform enclose and contain views 

towards the Proposed Development and views towards other wind farm developments 

come and go.  

‘Do-Nothing Scenario’ 

6.14.31 The predicted residual significant effects for the Proposed Development, as assessed in this 

LVIA, are similar to those which would arise from the ‘do-nothing scenario’, which would 

result in the implementation of the Consented Development. Should the Proposed 

Development not be consented the Applicant will construct and operate the Consented 

Development. 

6.15 Conclusion 

6.15.1 This assessment has predicted that, overall, the intrinsic character and quality of the 

landscape and visual amenity within the study area will not be significantly adversely 

impacted by the Proposed Development. Where landscape and visual impacts have been 

assessed as significant, these are notable in their proximity to the Proposed Development. 

The majority of significant effects are within an 8 km radius of the Proposed Development. 

From two elevated locations on Blackcraig Hill summit and on Coupland Knowe, located at 

distances of 5.1 km and 10.8 km respectively from the Proposed Development, significant 

cumulative effects also arise with the Proposed Development in addition to operational and 

consented wind farms and those in the planning system.   

6.15.2 Where visible, the Proposed Development will be mostly perceived within the same angle of 

view as Hare Hill, Hare Hill Extension, Sanquhar Six and Sanquhar Community wind farms. 

The Proposed Development is generally visible at a larger scale to Hare Hill and Hare Hill 

Extension and occasionally overlaps this smaller typology turbine scheme creating some 

visual complexity in terms of overlapping turbines and stacking. However, the Proposed 

Development has a moderate association in terms of very similar scale, extent and linear 

pattern mostly along the same extensive upland skyline as the Sanquhar Six and Sanquhar 

Community wind farms. Due to this association the focus of prominent vertical components 

will be shared; neither development will be a dominant focus in the majority of views.  

6.15.3 Given the constraints on most landscapes to be able to suitably locate wind farm 

development without significant adverse and detrimental cumulative effects arising, it is 

considered that the Proposed Development minimises adverse effects on the landscape and 

visual amenity and consolidates an operational cluster of wind farms visible on the fringes 

of the large scale upland hills. Whilst the Proposed Development does bring turbines further 

down the upland slopes than other operational wind farm developments, in the vast 

majority of views, the Proposed Development is visually perceived within the grass moorland 

associated with the Southern Uplands and not within the green pasture fields of the valley 

below. Whilst the separation is marginal, due to its close relationship to the Sanquhar Six 

and Sanquhar Community turbines and to a lesser degree Hare Hill and Hare Hill Extension 

turbines, it is perceived to be elevated above the Upper Nithsdale valley.  

6.15.4 Any wind farm development would give rise to significant landscape and visual effects due 

to the very nature and scale of the type of development. It is therefore important to assess 

whether a wind farm development will have unusual or uncharacteristic effects upon the 
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receiving landscape or on the views and visual amenity of people experiencing the 

landscape, or indeed, whether there are particularly extensive significant effects over a wide 

area. Significant effects are predicted within the local context to the Proposed Development 

and from a few localised areas of nearby settlements and limited localised sections of the 

A76, the Southern Upland Way and a few core paths, as described in detail in the LVIA. 

Effects are extremely limited within the wider context. 

6.15.5 Therefore in the round, the LVIA found that the addition of the Proposed Development 

would not significantly alter the visual experience of travelling through the Nithsdale area, 

would not significantly alter the visual amenity of those living and working in the Nithsdale 

area, would not significantly alter the characteristics and overall integrity of the surrounding 

landscape, would not add an uncharacteristic element into the Nithsdale area, and, would 

not significantly impact upon the integrity of any designated landscape. Overall, the LVIA 

concludes that the Proposed Development will not have unusual or particularly extensive 

significant effects. 

6.15.6 The baseline surrounding the site has changed with a number of other wind farm schemes 

being consented on both sides of the Nithsdale area and intensifying the amount of turbines 

visible. However, overall, their combined presence reduces the effects of the proposed 

development. Importantly, the experience of either passing through the Nithsdale valley or 

over the hills surrounding the valley would remain the same post-development as pre-

development, i.e. a landscape with wind farms. 

6.15.7 Whilst the baseline environment has changed, the components of the Proposed 

Development have not changed, remaining exactly the same as the Consented 

Development.  

 the numbers and heights of the turbines remains exactly the same; 

 the layout remains exactly the same; 

 the location of the access tracks remains exactly the same; 

 location of the sub-station and meteorological mast remains exactly the same; and, 

 mitigation remains exactly the same. 

6.15.8 The predicted residual significant effects for the Proposed Development are similar to those 

which would arise from the ‘do-nothing scenario’, which would result in the implementation 

of the Consented Development. The Proposed Development is visually identical to the 

Consented Development. 

6.15.9 The EIA Regulations, at Schedule 4, require the EIA Report to provide a  

“description of the likely significant effects of the development on the environment resulting from, 

inter alia: 

… (e) the cumulation of effects with other existing and/or approved development, taking into 

account any existing environmental problems relating to areas of particular environmental 

importance likely to be affected or the use of natural resources;” 

6.15.10 In this regard, the Proposed Development would be indiscernible from the Consented 

Development. 
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Table 6.21 - Summary of Residual Effects  

Receptor Potential Effect Mitigation Residual Effect  

Significance Adverse/ 
Beneficial 

Significance Adverse/ 
Beneficial 

Construction and Decommissioning 

VP1: Residential Receptors; 
VP3: Residential Receptors;  

Major-Moderate Adverse N/A Major-Moderate Adverse 

VP5: Recreational Receptor Major-Moderate to 
Moderate 

Adverse Major-Moderate to 
Moderate 

Adverse 

VP1: Road User Receptors; 
VP3: Road user Receptors; 
VP4: Workers Receptor; 
VP15: Recreational Receptor. 

Moderate Adverse Moderate Adverse 

VP6: Road User & Residential Receptors; 
VP8: Commuters& Residential Receptors; 

Moderate-Minor Adverse Moderate-Minor Adverse 

VP2: Recreational Receptor; 
VP7: Recreational Receptor; 
VP9: Road User & Residential Receptors; 
VP10: Recreational Receptor; 
VP11: Recreational Receptor; 
VP12: Recreational Receptor; 
VP13: Recreational Receptor; 
VP14: Recreational Receptor; 
VP16: Road User & Residential Receptors 

Negligible Adverse Negligible Adverse 

Operation 

Dumfries & Galloway – Upper Nithsdale unit (Upper 
Dale LCT) 

Major-Moderate 
(localised) reducing 
to Moderate 
between 7-15 km 
and Negligible 
beyond 

Adverse N/A Major-Moderate 
(localised) reducing 
to Moderate 
between 7-15 km 
and Negligible 
beyond 

Adverse 

Dumfries & Galloway – Ken unit (Southern Uplands 
with Forest);  

Moderate within 3 
km reducing to 
Moderate-Minor 
between 3 – 6 km; 

Adverse N/A Moderate within 3 
km reducing to 
Moderate-Minor 
between 3 – 6 km; 

Adverse 
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Receptor Potential Effect Mitigation Residual Effect  

Significance Adverse/ 
Beneficial 

Significance Adverse/ 
Beneficial 

Negligible beyond 6 
km 

Negligible beyond 6 
km 

Dumfries & Galloway – Nithsdale unit (Southern 
Uplands LCT) 

Moderate to 
Moderate-Minor 
within 6 km; 
Negligible beyond 

Adverse N/A Moderate to 
Moderate-Minor 
within 6 km; 
Negligible beyond 

Adverse 

Dumfries & Galloway – North West Lowther unit 
(Southern Uplands LCT) 

Moderate to 
Moderate-Minor 
within 7 km; 
Negligible beyond 

Adverse N/A Moderate to 
Moderate-Minor 
within 7 km; 
Negligible beyond 

Adverse 

Dumfries & Galloway – Mennock unit (Upland Glen 
LCT); Scar unit (Upland Glen LCT); Glenmuir unit 
(Upland River Valley LCT) 

Negligible Adverse N/A Negligible Adverse 

Ayrshire – Nith unit (Upland River Valley LCT) Moderate (localised) Adverse N/A Moderate (localised) Adverse 

Ayrshire – Southern Uplands LCT Moderate to 
Moderate-Minor 
rising to Major-
Moderate to 
Moderate (localised) 

Adverse N/A Moderate to 
Moderate-Minor 
rising to Major-
Moderate to 
Moderate (localised) 

Adverse 

Ayrshire –Plateau Moorland LCT; Upland Basin LCT Moderate to 
Moderate-Minor 

Adverse N/A Moderate to 
Moderate-Minor 

Adverse 

Ayrshire – Clocklowie unit (Plateau Moorland with 
Forest LCT), Glenmuir unit (Upland River Valley LCT); 
Ayrshire Lowlands LCT 

Negligible Adverse N/A Negligible Adverse 

South Lanarkshire – Western Plateau unit (Plateau 
Moorland LCT)  

Negligible Adverse N/A Negligible Adverse 

Thornhills Uplands Regional Scenic Area Moderate to 
Moderate-Minor 

Adverse N/A Moderate to 
Moderate-Minor 

Adverse 

Blackcraig Sensitive Landscape Area Moderate to 
Moderate-Minor 
rising to Major-

Adverse N/A Moderate to 
Moderate-Minor 
rising to Major-

Adverse 
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Receptor Potential Effect Mitigation Residual Effect  

Significance Adverse/ 
Beneficial 

Significance Adverse/ 
Beneficial 

Moderate to 
Moderate (localised) 

Moderate to 
Moderate (localised) 

East Ayrshire Uplands Sensitive Landscape Area  Negligible Adverse N/A Negligible Adverse 

Settlement – The Knowe Cluster Major Adverse N/A Major Adverse 

Settlement – Kelloholm, Kirkconnel Moderate-Minor 
rising to Major-
Moderate (on 
southern and 
western fringes) 

Adverse N/A Moderate-Minor 
rising to Major-
Moderate (on 
southern and 
western fringes) 

Adverse 

Settlement – Fauldhead Farm Cluster Moderate Adverse N/A Moderate Adverse 

Settlement –Sanquhar Moderate-Minor 
rising to Moderate 
(on the south-west 
fringes, northern 
area) 

Adverse N/A Moderate-Minor 
rising to Moderate 
(on the south-west 
fringes, northern 
area) 

Adverse 

Settlement – Kirkland Cluster, New Cumnock, Crawick, 
Pathhead, Mennock 

Negligible Adverse N/A Negligible Adverse 

A76 West Bound Moderate-Minor 
rising to Moderate 
(locally); reducing to 
Negligible beyond 12 
km 

Adverse N/A Moderate-Minor 
rising to Moderate 
(locally) 

Adverse 

A76 East Bound Negligible rising to 
Moderate (locally) 

Adverse N/A Negligible rising to 
Moderate (locally) 

Adverse 

Glasgow South Western Main Line Both directions Moderate-Minor Adverse N/A Moderate-Minor Adverse 

Long Distance Walkway – Southern Upland Way Both 
directions 

Moderate to 
Negligible rising to 
Moderate (localised) 

Adverse N/A Moderate to 
Negligible rising to 
Moderate (localised) 

Adverse 

Core Path 84, Libry Moor Footpath, South Bound Moderate-MInor 
rising to Major to 
Major-Moderate 
(locally) 

Adverse N/A Moderate–Minor 
rising to Major to 
Major-Moderate 
(locally) 

Adverse 
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Receptor Potential Effect Mitigation Residual Effect  

Significance Adverse/ 
Beneficial 

Significance Adverse/ 
Beneficial 

Core Path 84, Libry Moor, North Bound Negligible rising to 
Major to Major-
Moderate (locally) 

Adverse N/A Negligible rising to 
Major to Major-
Moderate (locally) 

Adverse 

Core Path 111, Sanquhar Castle circular, South Bound Negligible Adverse N/A Negligible Adverse 

Core Path 111, Sanquhar Castle circular, North Bound Moderate to 
Moderate-Minor 

Adverse N/A Moderate to 
Moderate-Minor 

Adverse 

Core Path 88, Kirkconnel to Black Law, South Bound Major-Moderate to 
Moderate (locally) 

Adverse N/A Major-Moderate to 
Moderate (locally) 

Adverse 

Core Path 88, Kirkconnel to Black Law, North Bound None Adverse N/A None Adverse 

VP3: Residential Receptors Major Adverse N/A Major Adverse 

VP2: Recreational Receptor Major to Major-
Moderate 

Adverse N/A Major to Major-
Moderate 

Adverse 

VP1: Road User & Residential Receptors; 
VP3: Road User Receptors;  
VP7: Recreational Receptor; 
VP15: Recreational Receptor 

Major-Moderate Adverse N/A Major-Moderate Adverse 

VP5: Recreational Receptor; 
 

Major-Moderate to 
Moderate 

Adverse N/A Major-Moderate to 
Moderate 

Adverse 

VP4: Workers Receptor; 
VP6: Road Users & Residential Receptors; 
VP10: Recreational Receptor; 
VP12: Recreational Receptor; 
 

Moderate Adverse N/A Moderate Adverse 

VP11: Recreational Receptor 
VP13: Recreational Receptor 

Moderate to 
Moderate-Minor 

Adverse N/A Moderate to 
Moderate-Minor 

Adverse 

VP8: Commuters& Residential Receptors; 
VP9: Road User & Residential Receptors; 
VP16: Road User & Residential Receptors 

Moderate-Minor Adverse N/A Moderate-Minor Adverse 

VP14: Recreational Receptor Negligible Adverse N/A Negligible Adverse 

 

Table 6.22 - Summary of Cumulative Effects 



SANDY KNOWE WIND FARM 6-145 Landscape and Visual 

 

Receptor Predicted Cumulative Effects 

Proposed Development in Addition to 
Operational & Consented Wind Farms 

Proposed Development in Addition to 
Operational, Consented & Proposed Wind 
Farms (in planning) 

Significance Adverse/ 
Beneficial 

Significance Adverse/ 
Beneficial 

Landscape Designations: Thornhill Uplands RSA Moderate to Moderate-
Minor 

Adverse Moderate to Moderate-
Minor 

Adverse 

Landscape Designations: Blackcraig Sensitive Landscape 
Area 

Moderate to Moderate-
Minor rising to Major-
Moderate to Moderate 
(locally) 

Adverse Moderate to Moderate-
Minor rising to Major-
Moderate (locally) 

Adverse 

Landscape Designations: East Ayrshire Upland Hills 
Sensitive Landscape Area 

Negligible Adverse Moderate to Negligible Adverse 

Dumfries & Galloway - Upper Nithsdale unit (Upper Dale 
LCT) 

Major-Moderate (locally) 
reducing to Moderate (7-15 
km) and Negligible beyond 
15 km 

Adverse Major-Moderate (locally) 
reducing to Moderate (7-15 
km) and Negligible beyond 
15 km 

Adverse 

Dumfries & Galloway - Nith unit (Upland River Valley LCT) Moderate Adverse Moderate Adverse 

Dumfries & Galloway – Clocklowie unit (Plateau Moorland 
with Forest LCT); Plateau Moorland LCT 

Moderate to Moderate-
Minor 

Adverse Moderate to Moderate-
Minor 

Adverse 

Dumfries & Galloway - Ken unit (Southern Uplands with 
Forest LCT) 

Moderate within 3 km 
reducing to Moderate-
Minor 

Adverse Moderate within 3 km 
reducing to Moderate-
Minor 

Adverse 

Dumfries & Galloway – Nithsdale unit (Southern Uplands 
LCT) 

Moderate-Minor Adverse Moderate-Minor rising to 
Moderate (locally) 

Adverse 

Dumfries & Galloway - North West Lowther unit 
(Southern Uplands LCT) 

Moderate within 6 km 
reducing to Moderate-
Minor between 6-10 km and 
Negligible beyond 6 km 

Adverse Moderate (locally) reducing 
to Moderate-Minor (6-10 
km) and Negligible beyond 6 
km 

Adverse 

Dumfries & Galloway – Scar unit (Upland Glen LCT); 
Glenmuir unit (Upland River Valley LCT); Glenmuir unit 
(Upland River Valley LCT) 

Negligible Adverse Negligible Adverse 

Ayrshire – Southern Uplands LCT Moderate to Moderate-
Minor rising to Major-

Adverse Moderate to Moderate-
Minor rising to Major-
Moderate (locally) 

Adverse 
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Receptor Predicted Cumulative Effects 

Proposed Development in Addition to 
Operational & Consented Wind Farms 

Proposed Development in Addition to 
Operational, Consented & Proposed Wind 
Farms (in planning) 

Significance Adverse/ 
Beneficial 

Significance Adverse/ 
Beneficial 

Moderate to Moderate 
(locally) 

Ayrshire – Upland Basin LCT Moderate to Moderate-
Minor 

Adverse Moderate to Moderate-
Minor 

Adverse 

Ayrshire – Ayrshire Lowlands LCT Negligible Adverse Negligible Adverse 

South Lanarkshire – Western Plateau Unit (Plateau 
Moorland LCT) 

Negligible Adverse Negligible Adverse 

Settlement – The Knowe Cluster Major-Moderate to Major Adverse Major-Moderate to Major Adverse 

Settlement – Kelloholm Moderate-Minor rising to 
Major-Moderate (southern 
and western) 

Adverse Moderate-Minor rising to 
Major-Moderate (southern 
and western fringes) 

Adverse 

Settlement – Kirkconnel Moderate-Minor rising to 
Major-Moderate (southern 
and western fringes) 

Adverse Moderate-Minor rising to 
Major-Moderate (southern 
and western fringes) 

Adverse 

Settlement – Sanquhar Moderate-Minor rising to 
Moderate on south-west 
fringes and a small part of 
northern area 

Adverse Moderate-Minor rising to 
Moderate on south-west 
fringes and a small part of 
northern area 

Adverse 

Settlement – Fauldhead Farm Cluster Moderate Adverse Moderate Adverse 

Settlement – Kirkland Cluster, New Cumnock, Crawick, 
Pathhead, Mennock 

Negligible Adverse Negligible Adverse 

A76 West Bound 
 

Moderate-Minor rising to 
Moderate (locally); reducing 
to Negligible beyond 12 km 

Adverse Moderate-Minor rising to 
Moderate (locally) 

Adverse 

A76 East Bound Negligible rising to 
Moderate (locally) 

Adverse Negligible rising to 
Moderate (locally) 

Adverse 

Glasgow South Western Main Line Moderate-Minor reducing 
to Negligible beyond 13 km 

Adverse Moderate-Minor reducing 
to Negligible beyond 13 km 

Adverse 
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Receptor Predicted Cumulative Effects 

Proposed Development in Addition to 
Operational & Consented Wind Farms 

Proposed Development in Addition to 
Operational, Consented & Proposed Wind 
Farms (in planning) 

Significance Adverse/ 
Beneficial 

Significance Adverse/ 
Beneficial 

Southern Upland Way South Bound Moderate to Negligible 
rising to Moderate (locally) 

Adverse Moderate to Negligible 
rising to Major-Moderate 
(locally) 

Adverse 

Southern Upland Way North Bound Moderate to Negligible 
rising to Moderate (locally) 

Adverse Moderate to Negligible  Adverse 

Core Path 84, Libry Moor, South Bound Moderate to Negligible 
rising to Major (locally) 

Adverse Moderate to Negligible 
rising to Major (locally) 

Adverse 

Core Path 84, Libry Moor, North Bound Moderate to Negligible Adverse Moderate to Negligible Adverse 

Core Path 111, Sanquhar Castle circular, South Bound Negligible Adverse Negligible Adverse 

Core Path 111, Sanquhar Castle circular, North Bound Moderate Adverse Moderate Adverse 

Core Path 88, Kirkconnel to Black Law, South Bound Major-Moderate (locally) Adverse Major-Moderate (locally) Adverse 

Core Path 88, Kirkconnel to Black Law, North Bound None Adverse None Adverse 

VP2: Recreational Receptors; 
VP3: Residential Receptors 

Major Adverse Major Adverse 

VP1: Road User Receptor; 
VP3: Road Users Receptor; 
VP7: Recreational Receptor 

Major-Moderate Adverse Major-Moderate Adverse 

VP1: Residential Receptor; 
 

Major-Moderate Adverse Major Adverse 

VP5: Tourism Receptor; Moderate to Major-
Moderate 

Adverse Moderate to Major-
Moderate 

Adverse 

VP15: Recreational Receptor Major-Moderate Adverse Major-Moderate to Major Adverse 

VP12: Recreational Receptor Moderate Adverse Major-Moderate Adverse 

VP4: Workers Receptor; 
VP6: Road User & Residential Receptors; 
VP10: Recreational Receptor; 
 

Moderate Adverse Moderate Adverse 

VP13: Recreational Receptor; Moderate to Moderate-
Minor 

Adverse Moderate Adverse 



SANDY KNOWE WIND FARM 6-148 Landscape and Visual 

 

Receptor Predicted Cumulative Effects 

Proposed Development in Addition to 
Operational & Consented Wind Farms 

Proposed Development in Addition to 
Operational, Consented & Proposed Wind 
Farms (in planning) 

Significance Adverse/ 
Beneficial 

Significance Adverse/ 
Beneficial 

VP11: Tourism Receptor Moderate-Minor to 
Moderate 

Adverse Moderate-Minor to 
Moderate 

Adverse 

VP8: Commuters& Residential Receptor; 
VP9: Road User & Residential Receptors;VP16: Road User 
& Residential Receptors 

Moderate-Minor Adverse Moderate-Minor Adverse 

VP14: Recreational Receptor Negligible Adverse Moderate to Negligible Adverse 
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