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Sandy Knowe Wind Farm Community Liaison Group Meeting 

Tuesday 22
nd

 January 

Minutes 

 

Attendees: 

Councillor Jim Dempster (Ward councillor for Mid and Upper Nithsdale, Dumfries and Galloway 

Council) – JD 

Councillor John Syme (Ward councillor for Mid and Upper Nithsdale, Dumfries and Galloway Council) 

– JS 

David Easton (Kirkconnel and Kelloholm Community Council) – DE 

William Rae (Kirkconnel Village Pride) – WR 

Joe Ramsay (Royal Burgh of Sanquhar and District Community Council) – JR 

Sybille Trimble (Kirkconnel and Kelloholm Community Council) – ST 

Andy Wright (Dumfries and Galloway College) – AW 

Fraser Campbell (Burcote Wind) - FC 

Ian Loveridge (Burcote Wind) – IL 

Graeme Downie (Orbit Communications) – GD 

Catherine McWilliam (Orbit Communications) – CM 

 

Apologies: Cllr Andrew Wood, Catherine Bell, Carol Turnbull, Robert Telfer, David Hay 

 

1. Opening Remarks 

GD thanked everyone for coming and suggested a round table of introductions. 

 

2. Previous Minutes 

WR had submitted apologies for previous meeting via email. 

JS said that on page three it should read “JS says Kirkconnel sits in one of the areas of highest 

deprivation in Scotland …” 

Action: GD  to change minutes and update on website. 

 

3. Project update from Burcote Wind 

 

IL said that the planning application had been submitted to the Scottish Government on 6
th

 

December 2012. Consultees would have until 11 February to raise any questions that Burcote Wind 

would respond to. 

 

FC said that the application had been submitted as discussed, with 30 turbines and a total capacity 

of 90MW 

 

FC advised that Dumfries and Galloway Council will have a say as a statutory consultee.  Burcote 

Wind is currently involved in meetings with councillors to brief them on Burcote Wind’s approach to 

Community Benefit Funds, and they feel that they have had some good support for funds being 

retained I the local area. 



4. Feedback from group representatives 

 

AW said that Dumfries and Galloway College’s had received additional funding of £124,000 from the 

Scottish Funding Council to set up a wind turbine maintenance course.  Applications for the course 

are already at double the available capacity. 

 

JS asked AW about the travel implications for students attending this course. Young people need 

some help to pay towards the cost of travelling for courses. The local employability team has helped 

some with costs.  AW said that the College has a deal with the bus company, but is not aware of the 

full details. 

 

JS agreed and said that families with a low income needed a provision in place to help with costs and 

prevent exclusion. 

 

JR asked AW about the application process as he knows a few people who might be interested.  AW 

explained that this is done online, there is no age limit and successful applicants just need to meet 

the criteria. 

 

5. Community Benefit Fund and Post- Application Actions 

 

FC said that the planning application had been submitted in three parts. These were: 

• Environmental Statement 

• Planning Statement 

• The Pre Application Consultation Report (PAC) which details the communications 

undertaken with the local community 

 

FC said that 86% of the community said that they were either supportive or very supportive of the 

application.  In the Executive Summary of the PAC report, the following community priorities had 

been taken into account:  

• Economic Growth  - jobs, training and skills 

• Social Welfare 

• Social Wellbeing 

 

FC said the PAC report also included a comparison of BW’s approach with the approach of Dumfries 

and Galloway Council towards Community Benefit and found and stated that in every respect 

Burcote Wind either matched or exceeded this policy. 

 

FC described that the current policy of Dumfries and Galloway Council regarding Community Benefit 

Funds is that funds should be split 50/50, with 50% going to a socio-economic fund managed by the 

Council and 50% to projects in the local area.  In the PAC report for Sandy Knowe, BW have 

suggested 80% of the Community Benefit Fund be assigned to tackle local socio-economic 

challenges, with 20% for local ad hoc projects.  Burcote Wind wants to make the case strongly to the 

Scottish Government for this approach. 

 



JD advised that this is currently under review by the council but for the time being the current policy 

stands. 

 

JD asked if BW would like to receive a portfolio of project ideas for the area from the Community 

Councils.  FC suggested that a table of projects, showing any costings, history, longevity of project 

and building sustainability would be a good idea, as would demonstrate the depth of ideas. 

 

JS said that it was good to see Kirkconnel & Kelloholm and Sanquhar working together as this will 

allow both areas to develop key worthwhile projects that will benefit both areas. 

 

FC agreed and said that the two towns had a mini economy that mutually benefited each other. JR 

agreed that the two Community Council’s got on well and had a joined-up way of thinking. Each 

would present their own portfolio of ideas, but everyone would benefit in the end. 

 

AW suggested that the Community Council’s would need some time together to pull outlines and 

priorities for both the short and long term. 

 

FC said that a prioritised list of projects with timescales and a three year plan for example would be 

a good way of shaping the community benefit fund. 

 

JD said that Sanquhar Community Council had recently been left a legacy fund and members were 

currently putting together a list of projects it could support.  JD said that local people would bring in 

their ideas to discuss at the next meeting and the council would agree on what to take to the 

community via a public meeting.  He recognised that in terms of the Sandy Knowe development this 

was a long way off, but the CLG could bring forward schemes for the application.  Feedback could 

also come from the Village Pride meeting as well as Community Councils. 

 

FC advised looking at possible projects in terms of PAC report key areas.  

 

• Action: GD to send extracts of PAC report when draft minutes are circulated 

• Action:  ALL to provide ideas from communities about possible uses for the Community Benefit 

Fund 

 

JS brought up proposed welfare reforms, and highlighted that these would hit the area hard.  FC 

agreed that the Community Benefit Fund should help the most vulnerable community members. 

AW suggested coming up with a programme as to how we can make it better. 

 

JD suggested solar panels for local households. This would be a long term project, but with subsides 

people would reap the benefits. 

 

JR suggested that there was work that could be done in this area with all generations.   He said that 

he is building a new house in the area and has applied to be allowed to put up solar panels, but is 

currently facing resistance from Dumfries and Galloway Council.  JD advised that some of Sanquhar 

High Street is classified as an area of conservation. 

 



JS asked what sort of timescale Community Councils were looking at.  FC said that it would be helpful 

if ideas were available for mid-February.   

 

Action: GD to circulate the priority areas for information.  

 

AW suggested that one idea could be to create learning opportunities for children where there were 

jobs in the local area.  The College could work with local schools to deliver qualifications in this area 

that would fit with the local economy.  He offered current vocational courses available at 

Wallacehall as an example, and suggested that local senior pupils could benefit from a similar, 

tailored arrangement.  AW also recognised that due to funding cutbacks, there were fewer outreach 

centres available locally but community benefit funds could be used to provide these covering this 

area. 

 

FC highlighted that with technological advances, many programmes can now be delivered via 

computers. 

 

JD spoke about a local initiative that aimed to teach children musical instruments via video link, and 

is unsure how that can work given the practical elements of playing an instrument.  AW agreed and 

said that access level students needed not only the skills and tools but a relationship to get through 

the course as well. 

 

JD mentioned a scheme that ran in Johnstone that offered driving lessons which increased 

employment opportunities but the funding stopped.  However, the community benefit fund could 

provide 25 years of guaranteed funding and would allow the area to see tangible outcomes.  

 

JS emphasised that locally the Community Benefit Fund would also allow the opportunity to regain 

trust with the community members, as people will be able to rebuild local services with funding 

guaranteed. 

 

GD linked this back to timescales and said that if Community councils can send through ideas, BW 

and Orbit would collate this information.  FC reiterated that ideas would need to have projected 

budget costs. 

 

GD asked for as much detail as communities could provide for possible projects to support as it 

would make the information more substantial. 

 

JS highlighted the importance of speaking to the wider community as well.  JD said that this would 

demonstrate good practice.  He agreed that Community Councils would coordinate this and 

feedback final suggestions that could form part of this work. 

 

JD suggested that as an exercise this would help to focus the minds of the Community Councils for 

projects to improve the local area regardless.  FC agreed that a united front by the Community 

Council’s would send a strong message to the council about the way community benefit could be 

used locally for positive socio-economic results. 

 



FC advised that Burcote Wind are currently involved in a programme of political engagement, on the 

basis of presenting their manifesto demonstrating their methods of community engagement. 

Burcote Wind has also recently been mentioned in the Scottish Parliament by Joan McAlpine MSP 

regarding their good practice with particular mention of Sandy Knowe. 

 

FC Burcote Wind are keen to keep funds in the communities directly affected by the developments. 

JS asked if Sandy Knowe was a test case for Burcote.  FC said it was but there was a need to 

demonstrate local support for this approach and that they would be considering some kind of press 

activity in this area. 

 

JR suggested that the two Community Council’s draw up a memorandum of understanding, and that 

perhaps a local petition in favour of keeping community benefit funds in the local community 

 

6. AOB 

JR asked if Community Councils could write to support the application. 

GD said yes and that that that the address was: 

Energy Consents and Deployment Unit 

Scottish Government 

 4th Floor 

 5 Atlantic Quay 

 150 Broomielaw 

 Glasgow 

 G2 8LU 

 

The email address is representations@scotland.gsi.gov.uk  

 

GD summarised that the key actions from the meeting were: 

• GD to circulate relevant extracts from the PAC Report along with Burcote’s socio-economic 

priority areas. 

• ALL attendees to coordinate with relevant community bodies and feed for use of Community 

Benefit fund to GD. 

• A possible petition in the future that all community benefit fund be retained in the local area  

 


