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1 Background 

1.1 This document is a Non-Technical Summary of the Environmental Statement (ES) Addendum which 

follows the application by Sandy Knowe Wind Farm Ltd (the Applicant), a fully owned subsidiary of 

Burcote Wind Ltd, for consent under Section 36 of the Electricity Act 1989 for the construction and 

operation of a 30 turbine wind farm (the Proposed Development) at Sandy Knowe, near Kirkconnel, 

Dumfries and Galloway.  

 

 

Purpose of the Environmental Statement (ES) Addendum  

1.2 An Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) of the Proposed Development was undertaken in 2012 

in accordance with the Electricity Works (Environmental Impact Assessment) (Scotland) Regulations 

2000 as amended (the EIA Regulations). EIA is the systematic process of identifying, predicting and 

evaluating the environmental effects of a development. The Original ES was submitted with the 

Original Section 36 Application to the Scottish Ministers via the Scottish Government’s Energy 

Consents and Deployment Unit (ECDU). 

1.3 The ES Addendum supplements the information provided within the Original ES and has been 

produced for the purpose of addressing the matters raised through the consultation process on the 

Original S. 36 Application, and should be read in conjunction with the Original ES. This ES Addendum 

is provided by the Applicant to ensure that the Scottish Ministers, statutory consultees and 

interested stakeholders have all relevant information on the possible effects of the Proposed 

Development.  

Figure 1 – Site Location Plan 
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2 Availability of the ES Addendum 

2.1 Copies of the ES are available from:  

Burcote Wind Limited 

15 Pitreavie Court, 

Queensferry Road, 

Dunfermline, 

Fife 

KY11 8UU 

2.2 Electronic copies of the ES can also be accessed at www.sandyknowewindfarm.com or obtained by 

emailing: enquiries@burcotewind.com 

2.3 The Non-Technical Summary is available free of charge, a hard copy of the ES Volumes 1 and 2 for 

£160.00 and a hard copy of the ES Volume 3 (Appendices) for £120.00. In addition, all documents 

are available (as a PDF for screen viewing only) as a DVD for £10.00. 

2.4 Copies of the ES will also be available for viewing during opening hours at the following locations: 

Dumfries and Galloway Council 

Planning and Environmental Services 

Kirkbank House 

English Street 

Dumfries 

DG1 2HS 

Sanquhar Library 

106 High Street 

Sanquhar  

DG4 6DZ 

Kirkconnel Library 

Greystone Avenue 

Kelloholm 

Sanquhar 

GD4 6RA 

3 Representations to the Application   

3.1 Any representations to the application should be made directly to the case officer at the Energy 

Consents and Deployment Unit as follows:  

Mrs Theresa McInnes 

Energy Consents and Deployment Unit 

Scottish Government 

4th Floor, 5 Atlantic Quay 

150 Broomielaw 

Glasgow, G2 8LU 

Email: representations@scotland.gsi.gov.uk 
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4 Changes to the Proposed Development 

4.1 The site that is considered and described within the Original ES has not changed, and the information 

therefore remains applicable to the ES Addendum. The application site occupies an area of 386 ha 

and is presented in Figure 1. 

4.2 This section provides an overview description of changes to the Proposed Development which are 

proposed in response to comments received from consultees and resultant requirements. Further 

details are provided Chapter 3 of the ES Addendum and in Chapter 2 of the Original ES. The amended 

layout is shown on Figure 2. 

4.3 The Proposed Development will comprise 30 wind turbines of up to 80 m hub height and up to 45 m 

blade length, resulting in a maximum height from ground to blade tip, when vertical, of up to 125 m. 

The power rating of each turbine will be around 3 MW. The maximum total power output of the 

Proposed Development will therefore be around 90 MW. 

Wind Turbines  

4.4 Following discussion with the Ministry of Defence (MoD), Turbine (T) 1 has been relocated 

approximately 55 m to the south-east to move it away from an area of military low flying. T30 has 

also been relocated approximately 90 m to the south. The relocation of T30 necessitated the 

subsequent relocation of T29 and T28. 

Figure 2 – Site Layout Plan 
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4.5 Following discussion with SEPA, T5, T6, T13 and T21 have been relocated to reduce impacts on 

sensitive groundwater dependent terrestrial ecosystems (GWDTEs). Associated access tracks and 

hardstandings have also been micro-sited to as a result of changes to the turbine layout and in order 

to reduce the impacts on GWDTEs. 

Bridge Crossing 

4.6 The proposed bridge crossing of the Polneul Burn has been realigned to reduce the risk of peat slide 

into the burn associated with construction of the bridge abutments. 

Borrow Pit and associated track 

4.7 Following discussion with SEPA, the Proposed Development no longer includes the borrow pit which 

was previously to be located between T21 and T22. As a result of this, the track linking the borrow 

pit to T21 and T22 is also no longer required. 

4.8 It is proposed that rock to be used during construction will be imported from an external, yet to be 

determined source. 

5 Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Addendum 

5.1 The ES Addendum provides an assessment of the potential significant environmental effects of the 

amended application and in light of the latest baseline information. It makes amendments to the 

Original ES, where necessary, to reflect these changes 

and in response to comments received from consultees 

to the original application. 

5.2 Large sections of the Original ES remain valid and are 

therefore unchanged for the amended application. This 

ES Addendum should therefore be read in conjunction 

with the Original ES. An update of the various technical 

assessments considered within the ES Addendum are 

outlined in Sections 6 to 17 below, with further details 

provided within Chapters 6 to 17 of the ES Addendum. 

6 Landscape and Visual 

6.1 The full assessment of landscape and visual effects is provided in Chapter 5 of the Original ES and 

updated in Chapter 6 of the ES Addendum. The assessment of landscape and visual effects within 

the Original ES was revisited in response to consultation received and in light of the proposed 

modifications to the turbine layout. The landscape and visual receptors assessed and reviewed are 

considered to experience residual effects as previously predicted in the Original ES submission. 

6.2 Predicted cumulative visual impacts have been reduced at two of the five viewpoint locations 

primarily as a result of the Sanquhar Community Wind Farm development being consented. 

6.3 Additional information outwith with formal landscape and visual assessment has also been provided 

to address comments from Dumfries and Galloway Council. 
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7 Ecology and Nature Conservation 

7.1 The full assessment of effects on ecology and nature conservation is provided in Chapter 6 of the 

Original ES and updated in Chapter 7 of the ES Addendum. 

7.2 The change to the Proposed Development layout and further discussions with the Forestry 

Commission Scotland has resulted in a reduction of coniferous plantation woodland felling proposed 

within New Libry Moor Plantation and loss of ground water dependent terrestrial ecosystems 

elsewhere within the site (see Hydrology, Hydrogeology and Geology section below). In respect of 

woodland, the reduction in felling reduced the effect from moderate/minor significance to minor 

significance. The impact assessment in respect to ground water dependent terrestrial ecosystems 

did not require updating. 

7.3 Generic mitigation measures and specific mitigation measures for individual species outlined in the 

Original ES are still valid for the amended application. Revisions made to the impact assessment 

within the ES Addendum have not resulted in any predicted changes to the overall impacts 

presented in the Original ES. 

8 Ornithology 

8.1 The full assessment of effects on ornithology (bird 

life) is provided in Chapter 7 of the Original ES and 

updated in Chapter 8 of the ES Addendum. 

8.2 While felling proposals have reduced in size there are 

no changes to the impact assessment as detailed 

within the Original ES during construction and 

decommissioning of the Proposed Development. 

Revised collision risk modelling has been undertaken 

for pink-footed goose and golden plover which revealed a significant decrease in the number of 

potential collisions over the 25 year lifetime of the Proposed Development. 

8.3 Following further discussions with Scottish Natural Heritage and the RSPB, the mitigation measures 

proposed to reduce the impact to black grouse leks have been amended to provide a greater level 

of protection to the species during the construction and decommissioning activities on the site. In 

addition, the revised forestry proposals will also provide new and enhanced habitats for the species. 

8.4 If all mitigation measures are implemented then negligible effects on birds are anticipated due to 

the Proposed Development. 

9 Hydrology, Hydrogeology and Geology  

9.1 The full assessment of effects on hydrology (surface water bodies, drainage and flooding), 

hydrogeology (groundwater) and geology is provided in Chapter 8 of the Original ES and updated in 

Chapter 9 of the ES Addendum. 

9.2 Relocation of turbines and associated infrastructure (access tracks) was undertaken to address 

SEPA’s concerns in relation to effects on groundwater dependent terrestrial ecosystems.  

Golden Plover 
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9.3 To address Halcrow’s (on behalf of the Scottish Government) 

concerns relating to peat slide risk the Applicant carried out 

more detailed peat probe investigations along the proposed 

access tracks and at turbine locations. The peat slide risk 

assessment has been updated to take into account this 

additional information.  

9.4 Revisions made to the impact assessment, as presented in 

the Original ES, have not resulted in any predicted changes 

to the residual impacts in the Original ES. 

10 Cultural Heritage 

10.1 The full assessment of effects on cultural heritage and archaeology is provided in Chapter 9 of the 

Original ES and updated in Chapter 10 of the ES Addendum. 

10.2 In regards to Cultural Heritage there are no significant changes to the assessed potential effects as 

outlined in the Original ES, although it is acknowledged that removal of the tree line at Kirkconnel 

Parish Church would potentially result in a moderate effect during the operation of the Proposed 

Development. The amended turbine and access track layout has also reduced the potential impact 

on one of five historic sheep shelter structures within the site. 

11 Noise and Vibration 

11.1 The full assessment of noise and vibration effects is provided in Chapter 10 of the Original ES and 

updated in Chapter 11 of the ES Addendum. 

11.2 The update to the operational noise and vibration impact assessment of the Proposed Development, 

given the change in location of some of the turbines, has concluded that there will be no significant 

effects. It has been shown that both the daytime and night-time limits can be achieved at the all of 

the local receptors, including Corserig which previously did not meet the limits at wind speeds of 

8m/s. 

12 Traffic and Transport 

12.1 The full assessment of effects on traffic and transport is provided in Chapter 11 of the Original ES 

and updated in Chapter 12 of the ES Addendum. 

12.2 There are no changes to the number of turbines being proposed at the site however the length of 

access track has decreased as a result of the removal of the borrow pit and associated temporary 

access tracks.  

12.3 The Transport Assessment (refer to Appendix 11.1 of the Original ES) assumed a worst case scenario 

whereby material for the construction of the access tracks was calculated as being brought in from 

somewhere outwith the site, therefore it is considered that the assessment presented in the Original 

ES remains valid. The reduction in overall length of internal access tracks is such that there is a 

negligible reduction in the effects presented within the Original ES. 

Polneul Burn 
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13 Socio-Economic, Tourism, Recreation and Land Use 

13.1 The full assessment of socio-economic effects, and effects on tourism, recreation and land use is 

provided in Chapter 12 of the Original ES updated in Chapter 13 of the ES Addendum. 

13.2 There are no changes to the potential effects as listed the Original ES on socio-economic, tourism, 

recreation and land use associated with the Proposed Development. 

13.3 The request for, and subsequent inclusion of 7Stanes and Galloway Forest Park within the impact 

assessment concluded that there would be no significant effects on either receptor. 

14 Shadow Flicker 

14.1 The full shadow flicker assessment is provided in Chapter 13 of the 

Original ES updated in Chapter 14 of the ES Addendum. 

14.2 The shadow flicker model and calculations were rerun in response to 

changes to the proposed turbine layout. There are no changes to the 

potential residual shadow flicker effects associated with the Proposed 

Development as listed within the Original ES. 

15 Aviation, Radar and Telecommunications  

15.1 The full assessment of effects on aviation, radar and telecommunications is provided in Chapter 14 

of the Original ES updated in Chapter 15 of the ES Addendum. 

15.2 The Proposed Development was assessed as potentially resulting in a number of effects on civil and 

military aviation infrastructure and facilities. Consultation has been progressed with the relevant 

bodies and the most appropriate mitigation will be implemented by the Applicant. The Applicant 

will submit the resolution of these conflicts directly to the Scottish Government Energy Consents 

and Deployment Unit. 

16 Residential Visual Amenity 

16.1 Following consultation with Dumfries and Galloway Council a residential visual amenity assessment 

has been undertaken to inform stakeholders of the likely visual effects upon residential receptors 

within 2 km of the Proposed Development. 

16.2 The assessment identified that there will be significant residual residential visual amenity effects at 

twenty six of the properties. All of these properties are located within 2 km of the Proposed 

Development where such effects would be expected. Thirty eight of the properties within 2 km of 

the Proposed Development are not predicted to experience significant residual residential effects. 

16.3 When considering cumulative visual effects in combination with operational and consented 

developments the assessment identified significant cumulative visual effects for twelve properties. 

All of these properties are located within 2 km of the Proposed Development where such effects 

would be expected when considering operational and consented developments. 
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17 Forestry 

17.1 In consultation with the Forestry Commission Scotland revised 

felling proposals within the Proposed Development site will result 

in a reduced felled area than previously proposed. The revised 

proposals include the permanent felling of approximately 17.5 ha 

of plantation woodland, felling of an additional 9.7 ha of 

plantation woodland and replacement with mixed woodland and 

the additional planting of 18 ha of new mixed woodland. 

17.2 The revised felling and replanting proposals presented above 

adhere to the Scottish Government’s Policy on Control of Woodland Removal and concluded there 

are no overall effects on forestry. 

18 Summary 

18.1 This Non-Technical Summary of the ES Addendum provides an overview of the EIA update 

undertaken for the Proposed Sandy Knowe Wind Farm Development at Kirkconnel, Dumfries and 

Galloway. 

18.2 Within Chapter 18 of the ES Addendum an updated and comprehensive schedule of commitments 

can be found which details the environmental mitigation measures, summarised above and in the 

Original ES, which the Applicant has committed to implement. 

18.3 Chapter 19 of the ES Addendum summarises the potential effects, the mitigation to be implemented 

and the resulting residual effects. It also provides a summary of the cumulative effects of the 

Proposed Development in combination with other proposed, consented and operational 

developments. 

 


