
Sandy Knowe Wind Farm Community Liaison Forum 

Meeting July 9th 2012 

Minutes 

 

Attendees: 

 

William Rae – Kirkconnel Village Pride - WR 

Carol Turnbull – Assistant Principal, Dumfries and Galloway College - CT 

Robert Telfer – Kirkconnel Miners Hall – RT 

John Wood – Kirkconnel Miners Hall - JW 

Joe Ramsay – Chair, Royal Burgh of Sanquhar and District Community Council – JR 

David Hay – Secretary, Royal Burgh of Sanquhar and District Community Council – DH 

Cllr John Syme – Dumfries and Galloway Council ward member for Upper Nithsdale - JS 

Catherine Bell – Kelloholm Primary School - CB 

David Easton – Chair, Kirkconnel and Kelloholm Community Council – DE 

Sybille Trimble – Kirkconnel and Kelloholm Community Council – ST 

Amy Sutherland – Burcote Wind - AS 

Ian Loveridge – Burcote Wind - IL 

Fraser Campbell – Burcote Wind - FC 

Von Jackson – Secretary, New Cumnock Community Council – VJ 

James Tout – Orbit Communications – JT 

 

Apologies: Cllr Andrew Wood; Cllr Gill Dykes 

 

 

Terms of Reference 

 

The Group agreed to the terms of reference circulated previously. 

 

 

Project update from Burcote Wind 

 

IL said Burcote Wind (BW) had met with the three community councils and held a first round 

of public exhibitions in March 2012 at Kelloholm, Sanquhar and New Cumnock. BW intends 

to submit a planning application in November 2012. The anemometer (or ‘met’) mast has 

been in position since January. Bird and bat surveys had not detected any rare species of 

concern. 

BW has completed noise monitoring from three receptors in the locality.  

Landscape and visual impact photomontages are being produced and the viewpoints have 

been agreed with Dumfries and Galloway Council. 

The first design iteration for the site (siting of turbines after identification of potential 

constraints) due to be done the Friday after the meeting (July 13th). 

BW was also looking at aviation issues given the site’s relative proximity to Prestwick Airport 

flight paths. 

 

 

Feedback from forum representatives 

 



DH asked which authority the application would go to. 

 

FC said it would go to the Scottish Government, as a project of more than 50MW capacity. 

The local authority (Dumfries and Galloway Council) would still be a statutory consultee. FC 

added that BW had been conducting engagements at Scottish Government level and 

feedback from Ministers had indicated that local support from e.g. Community Councils and 

the wider community was very important to them in terms of coming to a positive 

determination on a wind farm application. 

 

JR said that Sanquhar CC had recently conducted a residents’ survey which had indicated a 

high level of support in general for the principle of wind farms. 

 

CT asked what the timescale of the project was. FC said that following the application 

submission to the Scottish Government Energy Consents and Deployment Unit (ECDU) in 

November, it would take approximately nine months to get a decision and perhaps an 

additional 18 months after that before work on the site can commence, with a construction 

phase lasting 6-9 months. 

 

JS said that the feedback he had had was that the Sandy Knowe proposal was in very close 

proximity to the village (of Kirkconnel/Kelloholm). There would need to be reassurance about 

the impact of the proposal on the village. He also made the point that wind farms did not 

bring large numbers of jobs, in contrast to e.g. open cast coal mining. 

 

FC said that following initial meetings with various stakeholder groups, BW had decided as a 

company to increase the amount it offered in its community benefit funds from £3,000 per 

MW to £5,000 per MW as standard. This was primarily due to BW wishing to direct a larger 

sum towards skills training, enterprise and job creation in local areas. BW recognised that 

wind farms in themselves did not create that many jobs, but this was a way of creating the 

right environment for employment, through boosting young people’s skills etc. BW had been 

in discussion with Carol Turnbull from Dumfries and Galloway College about bringing 

outreach training facilities to the area and had also been talking to Skills Development 

Scotland (SDS) to understand the demographics and skills gaps locally. So, although there 

would be some jobs in maintenance around the wind farm, BW was addressing the issue of 

skills/employment in other ways. 

 

JS said that an effort had been made in the past to create an outreach learning centre in the 

area by Dumfries and Galloway College and this had failed. 

CT said that the College faced problems with finance and having sustainable numbers of 

young people wishing to study courses via outreach centres. However, if funding was 

available the College was very willing to discuss potential for outreach learning of some 

description. 

 

FC said that BW was very keen to support skills training and job reaction locally. The 

increase in community benefit funding, combined with an increase in the overall project 

capacity from 67.5MW (due to the earlier proposed use of 2.5MW turbines at the Sandy 

Knowe site) to 81MW (due to new proposed use of 3MW turbines), meant annual community 

benefit fund associated with the project was worth approximately £400,000 per year and was 

guaranteed for 25 years. 



FC added that as well as equipping young people with skills, BW was keen that the fund was 

used to attract inward investment into the area and a climate that was supportive of small 

businesses and entrepreneurs, so that young people who received skills training could find 

employment locally. 

 

JD asked whether BW would be willing to fund projects that met criteria, especially if there 

were match funding opportunities. 

 

FC said there were no criteria for the community benefit fund at present and that was partly 

what the Community Liaison Forum would be looking at. Given the size of the community 

benefit fund for Sandy Knowe, BW would like to see it supporting economic regeneration in 

the local area, but the priorities were for local people to determine. 

 

JS said it would be good if the various community benefit funds associated with all of the 

various wind farm proposals in the area could be combined into a single fund. FC said this 

would be theoretically possible via a single charitable trust or board of trustees, but that 

other developers would need to agree to this and the aims of the trust would need to be 

clearly set out at the start. 

 

FC said it was up to the local community, via representatives such as those taking part in the 

Community Liaison Forum, in partnership with BW, to set the parameters for how the fund 

should be distributed. This would always be likely to include some element of funding for ad 

hoc projects, e.g. providing funds for the local Scouts group, for example.  But BW felt it 

would be sensible to allocate certain proportions of the fund towards broader economic 

goals, which would be different depending on the circumstances of the area. Other priorities 

might include, for instance, increasing the energy efficiency of homes/buildings in the area. 

 

ST asked whether it would be possible for each of the Community Councils to receive a 

grant. 

 

FC said the communities had full control over how the fund was ultimately spent and it might 

be that the group decided this was one way of using it. FC mentioned that there were 

organisations such as the Scottish Communities Foundation that could help with the 

administration of funds, but local trustees would still control how the money was awarded. 

FC added that he was not advocating using the SCF; it was just one option and the 

community might decide it would prefer to manage the administrative side itself. 

 

JD said there was already a board of trustees constituted to handle wind farm monies – the 

Upper Nithsdale Wind Farm Trust (set up by Airtricity/Scottish Power) – and the area did not 

need additional agencies to handle the money. 

 

FC said he would be happy to talk to them. JR said he would provide a copy of the trust 

documentation and make an introduction. 

 

 

Community benefit fund – priorities 

 



JT directed the members to a summary of the feedback from the first public exhibition at 

Sandy Knowe. 

 

JD said that public transport was clearly a priority, but that this was the responsibility of the 

Scottish Government and Dumfries and Galloway Council. He said that as a first step it 

would be important to do a ‘community audit’ to identify the strengths and weaknesses of the 

area and develop a community profile, especially in relation to the employment situation 

locally. 

 

CT suggested that Skills Development Scotland or Job Centre Plus should be able to 

provide some of that information. 

 

CB said that when you spoke to children leaving school one of the main concerns that came 

through was a lack of confidence for job interviews. One area for potential investment could 

be providing interview skills training in S5/S6. She also suggested possibly giving support to 

people with poor numeracy/literacy/computer skills, who were perhaps unemployed or about 

to enter employment. This would benefit large numbers of people, young and old. She said 

that previous computing sessions aimed at adults which had occurred at Kelloholm School 

had been very well attended.. She also thoughts the idea of supporting apprenticeships and 

‘non-academic’ subjects/skills was a good one. 

 

JS mentioned that a survey had been carried out in the local community a few years ago 

which had identified priorities for funding. Out of this had come an allotment scheme that had 

provided 12 people with jobs for eight months. The project was completed and the land is 

now being maintained by Village Pride.  Individual allotments are in the hands of those who 

rent them and are subject to their maintenance. The employees were kept for the duration of 

the project and were let go when the work was completed and the site was formally opened 

by Councillor Syme and in the presence of MSPs, D&G Council Chief Executive and local 

councillors. 

 

JD said that the area suffered from ‘rural isolation’, particularly when it came to public 

transport, which he said was very poor locally. 

 

JR mentioned that his wife was the health visitor in the Kirkconnel and Kelloholm area and 

made the observation that providing more employment opportunities locally would make a 

big positive difference to the health profile of the area. 

 

JD said he had argued against the introduction of guidelines by Dumfries and Galloway 

Council that ask developers to give 50% of the proposed community benefit fund to a central 

‘pot’ spent on employability initiatives etc. JD said this meant a wind farm near Kirkconnel 

could be funding training in e.g. Stranraer. He said he believed the benefit should stay with 

the local community. 

 

FC noted that Highland Council had recently tried to make it a condition of planning 

permission that they received a proportion of the community benefit fund, but a developer 

had challenged this and the challenge was upheld, meaning the Council had no right to 

impose the condition. FC added that Burcote believed strongly that the benefit from 

community benefit funds should remain local. 



 

JD added that he felt the benefit should be with those communities that would be visually 

impacted by wind farms and FC concurred with this view. 

 

JD said there was concern locally about potential cumulative impact if all of the proposals in 

the Kirkconnel and Sanquhar areas go ahead, although he also acknowledged the Sanquhar 

Community Council poll which showed strong support for wind farms, with certain 

qualifications. 

 

FC pointed out that BW had conducted its own questionnaire and had sent questionnaires to 

1,000 households locally. Out of 136 responses, 62% said they thought Sandy Knowe was a 

good location for a wind farm, 17% said it wasn’t and 18% were unsure.  

 

JT asked CTT If she could explain how the community benefit fund could be used to support 

skills training through Dumfries and Galloway College. 

 

CT said that any decisions had to be led by the local community. CT said that better 

transport links might encourage young people from Upper Nithsdale to pursue studies at the 

main college campus in Dumfries. Also mentioned that the College was making more and 

more materials available online, making it possible to have local access, without local 

delivery [needing to be physically present at campus]. 

The College is also looking into how it can support businesses to bear the costs of taking on 

an apprentice, e.g. sharing the cost of wages for apprentices. 

CT stressed these were simply some ideas and the College would support the community 

however it could, but that the community itself knew its own needs best. 

 

JS said it would be brilliant if more courses could be delivered in the local area. CT replied 

that it was partly about getting the numbers to make courses delivered locally sustainable. 

This involved grouping communities to provide a ‘critical mass’ of population. 

 

JD said that the College’s outreach courses in Upper Nithsdale had ended due to financial 

difficulties. 

 

CT said that the outreach service had to be cut after the entire college sector received an 

11% cut in its budget from the Scottish Government two years ago, necessitating all colleges 

to reduce the number of courses on offer. At the same time, with the recession, the Scottish 

Government instructed colleges to focus more on full time courses in skills based training 

from the Dumfries and Stranraer campuses, principally for the 16-19 age range. Community 

outreach was cut dramatically and student numbers fell from about 8,000 to less than 5,000 

enrolments. Colleges are already expecting further cuts. This was partly why the college was 

delivering more online. The College’s ability to deliver outreach was heavily constrained at 

the moment. 

 

JD asked if the College had video conferencing facilities. CT said it did, although she 

cautioned that although video conferencing could work for some learners, they needed a 

high level of personal motivation. 

 



JT asked the group to say what they felt were the priorities for the area, in terms of potential 

community benefit funding. 

 

WR said publicity for Upper Nithsdale as an area and tourism destination. He also 

mentioned that it still wasn’t possible to receive digital radio in Upper Nithsdale and that 

general improvement to the communications infrastructure was needed. He also mentioned 

that the tourism website designed to promote the area chad not been updated for about 10 

years. 

 

JW agreed that the area needed to do more to publicise its tourism potential and as an 

example highlighted that Upper Nithsdale had some of the best salmon fishing in Dumfries 

and Galloway. 

 

JR said he felt the area had been let down badly in the past by Scottish Enterprise. He said 

there were two empty facilities in Sanquhar and it had been Scottish Enterprise’s 

responsibility to attract companies to them. He said establishing a website to attract 

investment to the area and highlight the skills in the area could help to create employment 

and thereby address health problems with e.g. depression locally. 

 

JS said that more businesses had opened recently in Kirkconnel and Kelloholm and this was 

encouraging, but more needed to be done to attract companies to the area in order to 

address problems with unemployment, anti-social behaviour etc. JS added that he felt if 

people were trying to attract tourism to the area this would be detrimented by wind farms. JT 

pointed out that the evidence suggested tourists were not dissuaded from visiting an area 

because of wind farms and that Whitelee wind farm on Eaglesham Moor had recently been 

named a major tourist attraction in its own right. 

 

DE said that the Forestry Commission had recently handed over a small piece of forest land 

to Kirkconnel and Kelloholm CC, which it would like to use for the community’s benefit. He 

also mentioned the lack of tourism accommodation in the area, which hampered its tourism 

potential. 

 

VJ said she was working on a personal project to transform the old railway station into a 

café/tourism facility. Railway Heritage and SCARF funding is helping to restore the railway 

station building. A wind farm trust for New Cumnock gives out £1,000 max unless in special 

circumstances.  

 

 

AOB 

n/a 

 

 

Next Meeting 

Suggested for Monday, September 10th 2012 

 

 

 


